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TRANSMITTAL OF DOCUMENTS 

In response to the Office Action Paper No./Mail Date 03/16/2010, transmitted 
herewith are copies of correspondence sent to Applicant and copies of correspondence sent by 
Applicant in the above-identified application. The documents transmitted herewith include 
copies of Office Actions sent to Applicant and responses and amendments filed by Applicant 
during examination and prosecution of the application. 
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Attorney of Record and are believed to be accurate copies and complete copies of papers in said 
files. 
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(pplication/Control Number: 10/705,666 Page 2 

^ m N V Art Unit: 3637 

The communication is being sent to applicant to request information under 37 CFR 
1.105. The information being requested includes copies of the Office actions sent to applicant 
and responses and amendments filed by applicant, during the patent prosecution and 
examination, since such information may be reasonably necessary to properly examiner this 
reissue application. 

Applicant is given ONE (1) MONTH or THIRTY (30) DAYS from the mailing date of 
this notice, whichever is longer, within which to supply the omission or correction in order to 
avoid abandonment. EXTENSIONS OF THIS TIME PERIOD MAY BE GRANTED UNDER 
37 CFR 1.136(a). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jennifer E. Novosad whose telephone number is 571-272-6832. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 7:30am-5 :00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ms. Darnell M. Jayne can be reached on 571-272-7723. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/705,666 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3637 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Jennifer E. Novosad/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3637 

March 4,2010 
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JOHN L. JAME 
P.O. BOX 2025 
MARIETTA GA 30061-2025 

In re Application of 
Dennis E. Parham 
Application No.: 10/705,666 
Filing Date: November 10,2 003 
Attorney Docket No. 10/705,666 



COPY MAILED 
on petition MAY 0 9 2008 

OFFICE OF PETITIONS 



This is a decision on the "Renewed Petition for Reconsideration" filed March 31, 2008, which will be 
treated as a petition under 37 CFR 1.183 to waive the requirements of 37 CFR 1.175. 

The petition is granted. 

Petitioner requests that the supplemental reissue declaration be accepted without the signature of inventor 
Dennis E. Parham, as inventor Parham is refusing to sign the declaration. It is noted, that in this case, 37 
CFR 1.175 requires the filing of a supplemental reissue declaration signed by all named inventors, yet 
petitioner has demonstrated that inventor Parham refuses to sign the supplemental reissue declaration. In 
such a case, Section 1414.01 of the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP) provides that: 

[if] a joint inventor refuses or cannot be found or reached to sign a supplemental oath/declaration, 
a supplemental oath/declaration listing all the inventors, and signed by all the available inventors' 
may be filed provided it is accompanied by a petition under 37 CFR 1.183 along with the 
petition fee, requesting waiver of the signature requirement of the non-signing inventor. 

Accordingly, the instant petition will be treated as petition under 37 CFR 1.183 to waive the requirement 
of 37 CFR 1.175 so as to accept the supplemental reissue declaration filed April 23, 2007, without the 
signature of inventor Parham. The petition is granted, the requirement of 37 CFR 1.175 that all named 
inventors execute the supplemental reissue declaration is suspended, and the supplemental reissue 
declaration executed by the assignee of record is acknowledged. 

The certificate under 37 CFR 3.73(b) filed March 31, 2008, is noted. 

The application file will be forwarded to Technology Center 3600, GAU 3637 for further processing. 
Telephone inquiries regarding this matter should be directed to the undersigned at (571) 272-3222. 



Kenya A. McLaughlin 
Petitions Attorney 
Office of Petitions 
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Examiner: Novosad, J. E. 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is 
being deposited today with the United States 
Postal Services as first class mail in an 
envelope addressed to: : 
MAIL STOP PETITIONS 
Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 




A. 



feme: John L. James 
Registration No. 28,724 
Date: March 27, 2008 



Sir: 



RENEWED PETITION FOR RECONSIDERATION 



This is a renewed petition for reconsideration of 
the decision on the petition by Applicant, Display 
Industries, LLC, to accept the filing of the above- 
identified U.S. Reissue Patent Application by it, as the 
party to which the invention disclosed and claimed in said 
Reissue Patent Application rightfully belongs, and on 
behalf of and as agent for the inventor. 

A certificate under 37 CFR 3.73(b) is required for 
the granting of the petition but was inadvertently omitted 
A certificate under 37 CFR 3.73(b) is submitted herewith. 



Petitioner's Attorney apologizes for the omission and 
submits that the petition is in condition for approval. 

Respectfully submitted, 



JUL a 

John L. James 
Attorney for Applicant (s) 
Registration No. 28,724 
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STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR 3.73(b) 

Applicant/Patent Owner: Dennis E. Parham 



Application No./Patent No.: 6.325.221 Filed/Issue Date: December 2001 

Pnm ^erchandlsing Track Device Of Multiple-Piece Construction 



Display Industries. LLC. 

(Name ol Assignee) 



a Limitftrl L i abil i ty Comp a ny o f Ge o rg ia 

ition, partnership, university, government agency, etc.) 



(Type of Assignee, e.g.. corporation, 



states that it is: 

1. CX the assignee of the entire right, title, and interest; or 



The extent (by percentage) of its ownership interest is ■ 



in the patent application/patent identified above by virtue of either: 

A ( ) An assignment from the inventory ) of the pateni application/patent identified above. The assignment was recorded 

in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at Reel . Frame . or for which a copy thereof is 

attached. 

OR 

B. [yj A chain of title from the inventor(s). of the patent application/patent identified above, to the current assignee as shown 
A below: 



From: Dennis E, Parham 



To: 



The Mead Corporation 



The docyrnonLvxas recorded in the 
0090^0, Frame 06l6 



Reel 



United States Patent and Trademark Office at 
, or for which a copy thereof is attached. 



2 . From: The Mead Corporation T o: Display Industries, LLC, 

The document vras recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at 
Reel 01099O Frame 0001 , or for which a copy thereof is attached. 



3. From: 



To: 



The document was recorded in ihe United States Pateni and Trademark Office at 
Reel , Frame _, or for which a copy thereof is attached. 

| ) Additional documents in the chain of title are listed on a supplemental sheet. 

( ] Copies of assignments or other documents in the chain of title are attached. 

[NOTE: A separate copy (i.e.. the original assignment document or a true copy of the original document) 
must be submitted to Assignment. Division. in accordance with 37 CFR Pari 3. if the assignment is to be 
recorded in the records of the USPTO. See MPEP 302.08] 

The undersigned (whose title is supplied below) is authorized to act on behalf of the assignee. 
, V s/n/OB Mark A. Higgins 

Date 



Telephone number 




President 



Title 



Th,s collection ol information is required by 37 CFR 3.73(b). The information is required to oblein or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (end by the 
USPTO UMKOceM J en application Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C 122 end 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is est.mated lo lake 12 minutes to comptete. 
•nciudino Gathering preparing, end submitting me compieied application form to ihe USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual cas£ Any comments 
on thelmounl olUme £u require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden. «^uid be semlo the Ch 

and Trademark Office. U.S. Oeparlmenl of Commerce. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandrie. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SENO FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
AOORESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box U50, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



// you need assist once in completing the form, celt U800-PTO-9199 end select option 2. 




United States Patent and Trademark Office 




Commissioner for Patents 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

P.O. BOX 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

www.usp1o.gov 



JOHN L. JAMES 

P.O. BOX 2025 
MARIETTA GA 30061-2025 



COPY MAILED 



JAN 2 9 2008 



OFFICE OF PETITIONS 



In re Application of 
Dennis E. Parham 
Application No.: 10/705,666 



ON PETITION 



Filing Date: November 10,2 003 
Attorney Docket No. 10/705,666 : 

This is a decision on the "Petition for Reconsideration" filed January 10, 2008, which will be treated as a 
renewed petition under 37 CFR 1.183 to waive the requirements of 37 CFR 1.175. 

The petition is dismissed. 

Petitioner requests that the supplemental reissue declaration be accepted without the signature of inventor 
Dennis E. Parham, as inventor Parham is refusing to sign the declaration. It is noted, that in this case, 37 
CFR 1.175 requires the filing of a supplemental reissue declaration signed by all named inventors, yet 
petitioner has demonstrated that inventor Parham refuses to sign the supplemental reissue declaration. In 
such a case, Section 1414.01 of the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP) provides that: 

[if] a joint inventor refuses or cannot be found or reached to sign a supplemental oath/declaration, 
a supplemental oath/declaration listing all the inventors, and signed by all the available inventors 
may be filed provided it is accompanied by a petition under 37 CFR 1.183 along with the 
petition fee, requesting waiver of the signature requirement of the non-signing inventor. 

Accordingly, the instant petition will be treated as petition under 37 CFR 1.183 to waive the requirement 
of 37 CFR 1.175 so as to accept the supplemental reissue declaration filed April 23, 2007, without the 
signature of inventor Parham. The petition must be dismissed, however, a certificate under 37 CFR 
3.73(b) did not accompany the petition. An authorized representative of the assignee for the application 
must sign the declaration under 37 CFR 1.131 because none of joint inventors is available to sign the 
declaration under 37 CFR 1.131. The assignee must, however, establish its authority to act in the 
application by filing a certificate under 37 CFR 3.73(b). The renewed petition must be accompanied by 
an executed certificate under 37 CFR 3.73(b) (copy enclosed). 

The undersigned overlooked the absence of the certificate under 37 CFR 3.73(b) while reviewing the first 
petition under 37 CFR 1.183 and apologizes for any resulting inconvenience to petitioner. 

The petition fee of $400.00 is noted and made of record. 



In re Application of Dennis Parham 
10/705,666 
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Further correspondence with respect to this matter should be addressed as follows: 

By mail: Mail Stop Petitions 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

By FAX: (571)273-8300 

Attn: Office of Petitions 



Telephone inquiries regarding this matter should be directed to the undersigned at (571) 272-3222. 




Kenya A. McLaughlin 
Petitions Attorney 
Office of Petitions 



Enclosure: Form PTO/SB/96 



PTO/SB/96 (01-08) 
Approved for use through 01/31/2008. OMB 0651-0031 
. D At o *t *w * , U S - Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

,.der the Paperwork Reductio n Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number 



STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR 3.73(b) 

Applicant/Patent Owner: 



Application No./Patent No.: Filed/Issue Date: 

Entitled: 



(Name of Assignee) (Type of Assignee, e.g., corporation, partnership, university, government agency, etc.) 

states that it is: 

1. Qthe assignee of the entire right, title, and interest; or 

2. □ an assignee of less than the entire right, title and interest 

(The extent (by percentage) of its ownership interest is %) 

in the patent application/patent identified above by virtue of either: 

AQ An assignment from the inventor(s) of the patent application/patent identified above. The assignment was recorded 

in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at Reel Frame or for which a copy 

thereof is attached. 

OR 

B.Q A chain of title from the inventor(s), of the patent application/patent identified above, to the current assignee as follows: 
1 . From: To: 



The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at 

Reel . Frame , or for which a copy thereof is attached. 

2. From: ; _^ To: 



The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at 
Ree ' ; . Frame , or for which a copy thereof is attached. 

3. From: To: 



The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at 
Re el , Frame , or for which a copy thereof is attached. 

□ Additional documents in the chain of title are listed on a supplemental sheet. 

□ As required by 37 CFR 3.73(b)(1)(f), the documentary evidence of the chain of title from the original owner to the 
assignee was, or concurrently is being, submitted for recordation pursuant to 37 CFR 3.1 1. 

[NOTE: A separate copy (i.e., a true copy of the original assignment document(s)) must be submitted to Assignment 
Division in accordance with 37 CFR Part 3, to record the assignment in the records of the USPTO. See MPEP 
302.08] ~ 

The undersigned (whose title is supplied below) is authorized to act on behalf of the assignee. 



Signature Date 



Printed or Typed Name Telephone Number 



Title 



This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 3.73(b). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to 
complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED 
FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-91 99 and select option 2. 
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In re Reissue Application 
of 

Inventor (s) : 
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Device Of Multiple- Piece 
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Filed: November 10, 2 0 03 



Commissioner for Patents 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

RESPONSE 

In response to the Office Action Paper No. /Mail Date 
20071106, please enter the enclosed supplemental declaration in 
the above-identified application. 

REMARKS 

The supplemental declaration is believed to cure 
prior declaration defects by specifically pointing out 
errors and showing how the new claims correct those errors. 
All the claims have been deemed allowable except for the 
defective declaration. 



Group Art Unit: 3 634 

Examiner: Novosad, J. E. 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is 
being deposited today with the United States 
Postal Services as first class mail in an 
envelope addressed to: : 
MAIL STOP Reissue 
Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Name: John L James 
Registration No. 28,724 
Date: February 19, 2008 



In view of the foregoing , the reissue application 



is in condition for allowance and such favorable action is 
courteously solicited. 



Atty Docket No. D-2 958RE 
Serial No.: 10/705,666 
Response with Declaration 
Te 1 ephone : 770-792-0360 
Facsimile: 770-7 92-2127 



Respectfully submitted, 




uohn L. James 
Attorney for Applicant (s) 
Registration No. 28,724 
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Group Art Unit: 3634 
Examiner: Novosad, J. E. 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is 
being deposrted today with the United States 
Postal Serv.ces as first class mail in an 
envelope addressed to- ■ 
MAIL STOP Reissue 
Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Name. John L. James 
Registration No. 28 724 
Date. 



In re Reissue Application 
or 

Inventor (s) : 
Dennis E. Parham 

Merchandising Display Track 
Device Of Multiple-Piece * 
construction 

U.S. Patent No: 6,325,221 

Serial No. : 10/705,666 

Confirmation No. : 5356 

Filed: November 10, 2003 

Commissioner for Patents 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

SUPPLEMENTAL DECLARATTfiw 

I hereby declare that : 

Applicant believes the original patent to be 
papally inoperative or invalid by reason of the patentee 

::r iess than pa — « * - — *nr 

6 ». ,„ ^ err ° r ln 0ri9lnSl Pat6nt - US No . 

6.325,221, was claiming less than entitled to claim in 
original claim 1 n a i m 1 

aim l. claim l claims a track device having 

several elements includinq first- ^ = ^ , 

19 nrst and second elonqate trsrV 

the f.rst and second mem bers connected together in an 
-d-to-end, longitudinally adjacent relationship. Ea ch of 



the first and second members comprises a track base for 
carrying articles for sliding movement along each member 
and at least one article-guiding side wall upstanding from 
the track base of each member and extending along the 
member. One side wall of the first member is disposed in 
general longitudinal alignment with one side wall of the 
second member. Locking means, integrally formed with the 
first member, interconnect the one side wall of the first 
member and the one side wall of the second member to lock 
the members in position relative to each other. Claim 1 is 
directed to a track device having track members with 
longitudinal connections and fails to cover a front panel 
assembly. By failing to claim a front panel assembly, 
claim 1 claims less than patentee had a right to claim. 

Another error in the original patent, US Patent No. 
6,325,221, was claiming less than entitled to claim in 
original claim 2-13. Claims 2-13 claim a track device 
having several elements including an elongate body having a 
forward end with the body comprising a track base for 
carrying a row of articles for sliding movement along the 
body, a tongue extending forwardly from the track base and 
defining the forward end of the body, and at least one 
article-guiding side wall upstanding from the track base 
and extending along the body. There is a front piece 
formed as a discrete structure separate from the body and 
attached to the forward end of the body to provide a 
stopper for preventing a leading article in the row from 
exiting the track device. Claims 2-13 are directed to a 
track device having an elongate body having a forward end 
with the body comprising a track base. A front piece is 
formed as a discrete structure separate from the body and 

2 



attached to the forward end of the body. By failing to 
claim a front panel assembly without a track base, claims 
2-13 claim less than patentee had a right to claim. 

Yet another error in the original patent, US 
Patent No. 6,325,221, was claiming less than entitled to 
claim in original claims 14-15. Claims 14-15 claim a track 
device having several elements including first and second 
elongate track members formed separately as two discrete 
structures connected together in an end-to-end 
longitudinally adjacent relationship. Each of the members 
comprises a track base for carrying articles for sliding 
movement along the member, and at least one article-guiding 
side wall upstanding from the track base of the member and 
extending along the member. The second member comprises a 
tongue extending longitudinally from the track base of the 
second member defining an end of the second member. The 
first member has an end-opening socket for receiving the 
tongue so that the track bases of the first and second 
members can interconnect. Locking means, integrally formed 
with the first member, interconnect the one side wall of 
the first member and the one side wall of the second member 
to lock the members in position relative to each other. 
Claims 14-15 are directed to a track device having track 
members with longitudinal connections and fails to cover a 
front panel assembly. By failing to claim a front panel 
assembly, claims 14-15 claim less than patentee had a right 
to claim. 

Still another error in the original patent, US 
Patent No. 6,325,221, was claiming less than entitled to 
claim in original claim 16-17. Claims 16-17 claim a track 
device having several elements including an elongate body 

3 
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having a forward end with the body comprising a track base 
for carrying a row of articles for sliding movement along 
the body, a tongue extending forwardly from the track base 
and defining the forward end of the body, and at least one 
article-guiding side wall upstanding from the track base 
and extending along the body. There is a front piece 
formed as a discrete structure separate from the body and 
attached to the forward end of the body to provide a 
stopper for preventing a leading article in the row from 
exiting the track device. Claims 16-17 are directed to a 
track device having an elongate body having a forward end 
with the body comprising a track base. A front piece is 
formed as a discrete structure separate from the body and 
attached to the forward end of the body. By failing to 
claim a front panel assembly without a track base, claims 
16-17 claim less than patentee had a right to claim. 

Claims 31-35 correct the errors by claiming the 
front piece alone; that is, without also claiming all the 
structure of the track device to which the front panel 
assembly attaches. 

Claims 31-32 are directed to a front panel assembly 
for a merchandising display track device, wherein the track 
device is adapted to receive a row of articles for sliding 
movement therealong. The front panel assembly, comprises: 
a base; a first upstanding vertical member permanently 
connected along its bottom end portion to the base; a first 
face member connected to the first vertical member; a 
second upstanding vertical member laterally spaced from the 
first vertical member and permanently connected along its 
bottom end portion to the base; a second face member 
connected to the second vertical member and extending 

4 



laterally a preselected distance from the second vertical 
member toward the first vertical member; an elongate 
connecting member connected to the vertical members and 
curving outwardly away from the vertical members; and means 
for detachably attaching the front panel assembly to the 
track device. Claims 31-32 thus corrects the errors of 
failing to claim a front panel assembly, and failing to 
claim a front panel assembly without also claiming a track 
base . 

Claim 33 is directed to a front panel assembly for a 
merchandising display track device, wherein the track 
device has a track base adapted to receive a row of 
articles for sliding movement therealong and a vertical 
member extending along the track base. The front panel 
assembly, comprises: a floor deck; means for detachably 
attaching the floor deck to the track base; a first 
vertical member connected to the floor deck; a second 
vertical member laterally spaced from the first vertical 
member and connected to the floor deck; an elongate 
connecting member connected to the vertical members and 
curving outwardly away from the vertical members; and 
locking means integrally formed with one of the first and 
second vertical members for interconnecting the vertical 
member of the track device and the one vertical member to 
lock the vertical members in position relative to each 
other. Claim 33 thus corrects the errors of failing to 
claim a front panel assembly, and failing to claim a front 
panel assembly without also claiming a track base. 

Claims 34-35 are directed to a front panel assembly 
for a merchandising display track device, wherein the track 
device is adapted to receive a row of articles for sliding 
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movement therealong. The front panel assembly, comprises: 
a base; first, second and third vertical members connected 
to the base and laterally spaced from one another; first, 
second and third face members each connected to a 
respective vertical member third vertical member toward the 
second vertical member; a first elongate connecting member 
connected to the first and second vertical members and 
curving outward away from the first and second vertical 
members; a second elongate connecting member connected to 
the second and third vertical members and curving outward 
away from the second and third vertical members; and means 
for detachably attaching the front panel assembly to the 
track device. Claims 34-35 thus correct the errors of 
failing to claim a front panel assembly, and failing to 
claim a front panel assembly without also claiming a track 
base . 

All errors in the present reissue application up to 
the time of signing of this declaration, or errors which 
are being corrected by a paper filed concurrently with this 
declaration which correction of errors I have reviewed, 
arose without any deceptive intention on the part of the 
applicant . 

Every error in the patent which was corrected in the 
present reissue application, and which is not covered by 
the prior oath(s) and/or declaration (s) submitted with this 
application, arose without any deceptive intention on the 
part of the applicant. 

Applicant for reissue has reviewed and understands 
the contents of the specification, including the claims, as 
amended by any amendment specifically referred to in the 
declaration; believe the named inventor, Dennis E. Parham 
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of 2509 Hollins Drive, Kennesaw, Georgia 30152, to be the 
original and first inventor of the subject matter which is 
claimed and for which a patent is sought; and acknowledges 
the duty to disclose to the Office all information known to 
the person to be material to patentability as defined in 37 
CFR 1.56. 

Applicant for reissue has filed a Petition For 
Filing By Assignee which was dismissed for failing to pay 
the proper fee. A Petition For Reconsideration along with 
the remainder of the fee was mailed January 8, 2008. 
Applicant for reissue, the Assignee of the subject patent, 
is believed to have authority to execute the Supplemental 
Declaration . 



I further declare that all statements made herein of 



my own knowledge are true and that all statements made on 
information and belief are believed to be true; and further 
that these statements were made with the knowledge that 
willful false statements and the like so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 
1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that such 
willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the 
application or any patent issued thereon. 



For the Assignee, 




President 
Display Industries, LLC. 
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I hereby declare that : 

Applicant believes the original patent to be 
partially inoperative or invalid by reason of the patentee 
claiming less than patentee had a right to claim in the 
patent . 

An error in the original patent, US Patent No. 
6,325,221, was claiming less than entitled to claim in 
original claim 1. Claim 1 claims a track device having 
several elements including first and second elongate track 
members formed separately as two discrete structures with 
the first and second members connected together in an 
end-to-end, longitudinally adjacent relationship. Each of 



the first and second members comprises a track base for 
carrying articles for sliding movement along each member 
and at least one article-guiding side wall upstanding from 
the track base of each member and extending along the 
member. One side wall of the first member is disposed in 

r 

general longitudinal alignment with one side wall of the 
second member. Locking means, integrally formed with the 
first member, interconnect the one side wall of the first 
member and the one side wall of the second member to lock 
the members in position relative to each other. Claim 1 is 
directed to a track device having track members with 
longitudinal connections and fails to cover a front panel 
assembly. By failing to claim a front panel assembly, 
claim 1 claims less than patentee had a right to claim. 

Another error in the original patent, US Patent No. 
6,325,221, was claiming less than entitled to claim in 
original claim 2-13. Claims 2-13 claim a track device 
having several elements including an elongate body having a 
forward end with the body comprising a track base for 
carrying a row of articles for sliding movement along the 
body, a tongue extending forwardly from the track base and 
defining the forward end of the body, and at least one 
article-guiding side wall upstanding from the track base 
and extending along the body. There is a front piece 
formed as a discrete structure separate from the body and 
attached to the forward end of the body to provide a 
stopper for preventing a leading article in the row from 
exiting the track device. Claims 2-13 are directed to a 
track device having an elongate body having a forward end 
with the body comprising a track base. A front piece is 
formed as a discrete structure separate from the body and 

2 



attached to the forward end of the body. By failing to 
claim a front panel assembly without a track base, claims 
2-13 claim less than patentee had a right to claim. 

Yet another error in the original patent, US 
Patent No. 6,325,221, was claiming less than entitled to 
claim in original claims 14-15. Claims 14-15 claim a track 
device having several elements including first and second 
elongate track members formed separately as two discrete 
structures connected together in an end-to-end 
longitudinally adjacent relationship. Each of the members 
comprises a track base for carrying articles for sliding 
movement along the member, and at least one article-guiding 
side wall upstanding from the track base of the member and 
extending along the member. The second member comprises a 
tongue extending longitudinally from the track base of ,the 
second member defining an end of the second member. The 
first member has an end-opening socket for receiving the 
tongue so that the track bases of the first and second 
members can interconnect. Locking means, integrally formed 
with the first member, interconnect the one side wall of 
the first member and the one side wall of the second member 
to lock the members in position relative to each other. 
Claims 14-15 are directed to a track device having track 
members with longitudinal connections and fails to cover a 
front panel assembly. By failing to claim a front panel 
assembly, claims 14-15 claim less than patentee had a right 
to claim. 

Still another error in the original patent, US 
Patent No. 6,325,221, was claiming less than entitled to 
claim in original claim 16-17. Claims 16-17 claim a track 
device having several elements including an elongate body 
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having a forward end with the body comprising a track base 
for carrying a row of articles for sliding movement along 
the body, a tongue extending forwardly from the track base 
and defining the forward end of the body, and at least one 
article-guiding side wall upstanding from the track base 
and extending along the body. There is a front piece 
formed as a discrete structure separate from the body and 
attached to the forward end of the body to provide a 
stopper for preventing a leading article in the row from 
exiting the track device. Claims 16-17 are directed to a 
track device having an elongate body having a forward end 
with the body comprising a track base. A front piece is 
formed as a discrete structure separate from the body and 
attached to the forward end of the body. By failing to 
claim a front panel assembly without a track base, claims 
16-17 claim less than patentee had a right to claim. 

Claims 31-35 correct the errors by claiming the 
front piece alone; that is, without also claiming all the 
structure of the track device to which the front panel 
assembly attaches. 

Claims 31-32 are directed to a front panel assembly 
for a merchandising display track device, wherein the track 
device is adapted to receive a row of articles for sliding 
movement therealong. The front panel assembly, comprises: 
a base; a first upstanding vertical member permanently 
connected along its bottom end portion to the base; a first 
face member connected to the first vertical member; a 
second upstanding vertical member laterally spaced from the 
first vertical member and permanently connected along its 
bottom end portion to the base; a second face member 
connected to the second vertical member and extending 
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laterally a preselected distance from the second vertical 
member toward the first vertical member; an elongate 
connecting member connected to the vertical members and 
curving outwardly away from the vertical members; and means 
for detachably attaching the front panel assembly to the 
track device. Claims 31-32 thus corrects the errors of 
failing to claim a front panel assembly, and failing to 
claim a front panel assembly without also claiming a track 
base . 

Claim 33 is directed to a front panel assembly for a 
merchandising display track device, wherein the track 
device has a track base adapted to receive a row of 
articles for sliding movement therealong and a vertical 
member extending along the track base. The front panel 
assembly, comprises: a floor deck; means for detachably 
attaching the floor deck to the track base; a first 
vertical member connected to the floor deck; a second 
vertical member laterally spaced from the first vertical 
member and connected to the floor deck; an elongate 
connecting member connected to the vertical members and 
curving outwardly away from the vertical members; and 
locking means integrally formed with one of the first and 
second vertical members for interconnecting the vertical 
member of the track device and the one vertical member to 
lock the vertical members in position relative to each 
other. Claim 33 thus corrects the errors of failing to 
claim a front panel assembly, and failing to claim a front 
panel assembly without also claiming a track base. 

Claims 34-35 are directed to a front panel assembly 
for a merchandising display track device, wherein the track 
device is adapted to receive a row of articles for sliding 
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movement therealong. The front panel assembly, comprises: 
a base; first, second and third vertical members connected 
to the base and laterally spaced from one another; first, 
second and third face members each connected to a 
respective vertical member third vertical member toward the 
second vertical member; a first elongate connecting member 
connected to the first and second vertical members and 
curving outward away from the first and second vertical 
members; a second elongate connecting member connected to 
the second and third vertical members and curving outward 
away from the second and third vertical members; and means 
for detachably attaching the front panel assembly to the 
track device. Claims 34-35 thus correct the errors of 
failing to claim a front panel assembly, and failing to 
claim a front panel assembly without also claiming a track 
base . 

All errors in the present reissue application up to 
the time of signing of this declaration, or errors which 
are being corrected by a paper filed concurrently with this 
declaration which correction of errors I have reviewed, 
arose without any deceptive intention on the part of the 
applicant. 

Every error in the patent which was corrected in the 
present reissue application, and which is not covered by 
the prior oath(s) and/or declaration (s) submitted with this 
application, arose without any deceptive intention on the 
part of the applicant. 

Applicant for reissue has reviewed and understands 
the contents of the specification, including the claims, as 
amended by any amendment specifically referred to in the 
declaration; believe the named inventor, Dennis E. Parham 
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of 2509 Hollins Drive, Kennesaw, Georgia 30152, to be the 
original and first inventor of the subject matter which is 
claimed and for which a patent is sought; and acknowledges 
the duty to disclose to the Office all information known to 
the person to be material to patentability as defined in 37 
CFR 1.56. 

Applicant for reissue has filed a Petition For 
Filing By Assignee which was dismissed for failing to pay 
the proper fee. A Petition For Reconsideration along with 
the remainder of the fee was mailed January 8, 2008. 
Applicant for reissue, the Assignee of the subject patent, 
is believed to have authority to execute the Supplemental 
Declaration. 

I further declare that all statements made herein of 
my own knowledge are true and that all statements made on 
information and belief are believed to be true; and further 
that these statements were made with the knowledge that 
willful false statements and the like so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 
1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that such 
willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the 
application or any patent issued thereon. 

For the Assignee, 



Date Mark A. Higgins 

President 

Display Industries, LLC. 



7 




I UjNjiiER States Patent and Trademark Office 




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria. Virginia 223 U- 1 450 
www.uspio.gov 



APPLICATION N6gTg|0gi>r^LING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/705,666 



11/10/2003 



Dennis E. Parham 



26829 7590 

JOHN L. JAMES 
P.O. BOX 2025 
MARIETTA, GA 30061-2025 



1 1/27/2007 



D2958RE 



5356 



EXAMINER 



NOVOSAD, JENNIFER ELEANORE 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



3637 



MAIL DATE 



DELIVERY MODE 



11/27/2007 PAPER 

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



fice Action Summary 



Application No. 

10/705,666 


Applicant(s) 

PARHAM, DENNIS E. 


Examiner 

Jennifer E. Novosad 


Art Unit 

3637 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 1 1 June 2007 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)£3 This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-17 and 31-35 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1-17 and 31-35 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
11 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

2) □ Notice of Drattsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Pa P er No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 5 ) □ Notice of lnformal Patent Application 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20071 106 




Application/Control Number: Pa S e 2 

10/705,666 

Art Unit: 3637 

DETAILED ACTION 

This Office action is in response to the amendment filed June 11, 2007 by which 
claims 25-29 were canceled and claims 31-35 were added. 

Oath/Declaration 

The reissue oath/declaration filed with this application is defective because it fails 
to contain the statement required under 37 CFR 1.175(a)(1) as to applicant's belief that 
the original patent is wholly or partly inoperative or invalid. See 37 CFR 1.175(a)(1) and 
see MPEP§ 1414. 

The reissue oath/declaration filed with this application is defective because the 
error which is relied upon to support the reissue application is not an error upon which a 
reissue can be based. See 37 CFR 1.175(a)(1) and MPEP § 1414. In particular, the 
supplemental declaration references claims 25-29 (see section 3), when in fact these 
claims are not present in the application. Claims 31-35 were added in the amendment 
filed June 1 1, 2007. Further, it is strongly suggested that applicant add specific language 
of the claims into the declaration when referencing claims 31-35. 

Claims 1-17 and 31-35 are rejected as being based upon a defective reissue 
declaration under 35 U.S.C. 251 as set forth above. See 37 CFR 1.175. The nature of the 
defect(s) in the declaration is set forth in the discussion above in this Office action. 



Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 1-17 and 31-35 are otherwise allowable over the prior art. 



Application/Control Number: age 

10/705,666 

Art Unit: 3637 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jennifer E. Novosad whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6832. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 7:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lanna Mai can be reached on 571-272-6867. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




SnniferE. Novosac 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3637 



November 6, 2007 




IN THE UNITED STATES 



Atty Docket D-2958RE 
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Reissue Application 
of 

Inventor (s) : 
Dennis E. Parham 

Merchandising Display Track 
Device Of Multiple-Piece 
Construction 

Serial No. : 10/705, 666 
Confirmation No. : 53 56 
Filed: November 10, 2003 



Commissioner for Patents 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 



Group Art Unit: 3 634 

Examiner: Novosad, J. E. 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is 
being deposited today with the United States 
Postal Services as first class mail in an 
envelope addressed to: : 
MAIL STOP PETITIONS 
Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 





fame: John L. James 
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PETITION FOR RECONSIDERATION 

This is a petition for reconsideration of the 
decision on the petition by Applicant, Display Industries, 
LLC, to accept the filing of the above -identified U.S. 
Reissue Patent Application by it, as the party to which the 
invention disclosed and claimed in said Reissue Patent 
Application rightfully belongs, and on behalf of and as 
agent for the inventor. 

The amount of $200.00 has been noted as having been 
received on June 11, 2007, however, the required fee is 
$400.00. 

This request is accompanied by check in the amount 
of $200.00 for the remainder of the required $400.00 fee. 



The facts are that Petitioner's Attorney 
inadvertently submitted the $200.00 fee pursuant to 37 
C.F.R. § 1.17(g) rather than the $400.00 fee pursuant to 37 
C.F.R. § 1.17(g). In the petition, Petitioner's Attorney 
also inadvertently referred to 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(h) which 
requires a fee $130.00 instead of the $400.00 fee required 
by 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(g) . 

Petitioner's Attorney apologizes for the error and 
confusion and now submits that the petition is in condition for 
approval . 



Respectfully submitted, 




Attorney for Applicant (s) 
Registration No. 28,724 
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Dennis E. Parham 

Merchandising Display Track 
Device Of Multiple-Piece 
Construction 

Serial No.: 10/705,666 
Confirmation No. : 5356 
Filed: November 10, 2 0 03 



Commissioner for Patents 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Group Art Unit: 3634 

Examiner: Novosad, J. E. 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is 
being deposited today with the United States 
Postal Services as first class mail in an 
envelope addressed to: : 
MAIL STOP Reissue 
Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Name: John L. James 
Registration No. 28,724 
Date: June 6, 2007 



Sir: 



PETITION FOR FILING BY ASSIGNEE 

Applicant, Display Industries, LLC, hereby 
petitions the Commissioner to accept the filing of the 
above -identified U.S. Reissue Patent Application by it, as 
the party to which the invention disclosed and claimed in 
said Reissue Patent Application rightfully belongs, and on 
behalf of and as agent for the inventor. 

Affidavits are attached hereto providing proof of 
the pertinent facts concerning the refusal of the inventor 
to join in the present reissue application for patent and 
establishing that Display Industries, LLC. has a sufficient 
proprietary interest in this matter to make application on 
behalf of and agent for the inventor, and showing that such 



action is necessary to preserve the rights of the parties 
and to prevent irreparable damage. 

The name and address of the inventor refusing to 
join in this application is as follows: 
Dennis E. Parham 
2509 Hollins Drive, NW 
Kennesaw, Georgia 30152 
The invention as described in U.S. Patent No. 
6,325,221 was developed under the authorization of The Mead 
Corporation by Dennis E. Parham of Kennesaw, Georgia, who 
was employed by Mead Corporation to do so. The patent was 
originally assigned to The Mead Corporation and later to 
Display Industries, LLC, successor to the merchandising 
display business of The Mead Corporation. 

Upon information and belief, based on the precedent 
which will be discussed below, Display Industries, LLC. is 
entitled to clear title to the invention and to the 
above -identified reissue patent application and any patent 
which issues thereon. 

The Supreme Court of the United States in Solomons 
v. United States, 137 U.S. 342, 346 (1890), held: 
If one is employed to devise or perfect an 
instrument, or a means for accomplishing a prescribed 
result, he cannot, after successfully accomplishing 
the work for which he was employed, plead title 
thereto as against his employer. That which he has 
been employed and paid to accomplish become, when 
accomplished, the property of his employer. Whatever 
rights as an individual he may have had in and to his 
inventive powers, and that which they are able to 
accomplish, he has sold in advance to his employer. 



It is clear that an employee who is paid to develop 
an invention comes within the scope of the language cited. 

Since Mr. Parham was employed by The Mead 
Corporation, that is, paid compensation to develop a 
merchandising track device of multiple-piece construction, 
this invention belongs to The Mead Corporation and now it's 
successor in interest, Display Industries, LLC, and the 
inventor who contributed to the development of the device 
has a duty to assign the invention, patent application, and 
any patent which issues thereon to Display Industries, LLC. 
and upon direction of Display Industries, LLC. execute an 
application therefor. 

Mr. Parham left the employ of The Mead Corporation 
and cannot be contacted to execute the papers for filing 
the present reissue patent application. Display 
Industries, LLC. is believed to be entitled to make such 
application on behalf of and as agent for the inventor 
pursuant to 3 7 C.F.R. § 1.4 7(b). 

The required fee pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(h) is 
enclosed. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Atty Docket No. D-2958RE 

Serial No.: 10/705,666 
Petition 

Telephone : 770-792-0360 

Facsimile: 770-792-2127 




John L. James . 

Attorney for Applicant (s) 

Registration No. 28,724 
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In re Reissue Application 
of 

Inventor (s) : 
Dennis E. Parham 

Merchandising Display Track 
Device Of Multiple-Piece 
Construction 

Serial No. : 10/705, 666 
Confirmation No. : 53 56 
Filed: November 10, 2003 



Commissioner for Patents 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 



Group Art Unit: 3634 
Examiner: Novosad, J. E. 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is 
being deposited today with the United States 
Postal Services as first class mail in an 
envelope addressed to: : 
MAIL STOP Reissue 
Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Name: John L. James 
Registration No. 28,724 
Date: June 6, 2007 



AMENDMENT 



In response to the Office Action Paper No. /Mail 
Date 20070410, please amend the specification and claims in 
the above-identified application as follows. In the 
specification, after the title, please add a cross- 
reference to related applications and amend paragraphs 
beginning at column 2 line 47, column 3 line 37 and column . 
4 line 30. m the claims, please cancel claims 18-30 and 
add new claims 31-35. 

Specification amendments begin on page 3 of this 
paper with the location of the amended portion of the 
specification indentified immediately preceding the 
amendment . 



1 



Claim amendments are reflected in the listing of 
claims which begins on page 6 of this paper. 

Remarks /Arguments begin on page 19 of this paper. 
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SPECIFICATION AMENDMENTS 



In column 1, after the title of the invention and before the section 
"Background of the Invention", please add the following cross-reference section: 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 

More than one reissue application has been filed for 

the reissue of Patent No. 6,325,221. The reissue 

applications are the present application, 10/705,666, 
11/096,232, now abandoned, and 11/096,233, now abandoned, 
all of which are divisional reissues of Patent No. 
6,325,221. 

Please amend the paragraph beginning at column 2 line 47 as follows: 

The present invention in [a] still another aspect 
provides a merchandising track device comprising an 
elongate body, and a front piece formed as a discrete 
structure and attached to the front end of the body. The 
body comprises a track base for carrying a row of articles 
for sliding movement along the body, and at least one 
article-guiding side wall upstanding from the track base 
and extending along the body. The front piece provides a 
stopper for preventing the leading article in the row from 
exiting the track device. The front piece comprises a deck 
for supporting the leading article, at least one 
longitudinally extending upright wall upstanding from the 
deck and disposed in general longitudinal alignment with 
the one side wall, and locking means for interconnecting 
the one upright wall and the one side wall to lock the 
front piece in position relative to the body. 



Please amend the paragraph beginning at column 3 line 37 as follows: 

The present invention in a further aspect provides a 
merchandising track device comprising an elongate body and an 
attached front piece. The body comprises a track base for 
supporting a row of articles for sliding movement along the 
body, and a tongue extending forwardly from the track base and 
defining the forward end of the body. The front piece [provide] 
provides a stopper for the leading article in the row. The front 
piece comprises a deck for supporting the leading article which 
deck has a socket for receiving the tongue so that the deck and 
the track base are interconnected to form a continuous floor for 
slidably supporting the articles. 
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Please amend the paragraph beginning at column 4 line 30 as follows: 

FIG. 1 illustrates a display shelf unit assembled from 
multiple track devices according to the present invention. This 
shelf unit is designed to merchandise articles C such as bottled 
or canned drink products. The shelf unit includes a plurality of 
elongate track devices 20 detachably interconnected in a side- 
by-side, transversely adjacent relationship. The number of [the 
track device] track devices 20 used to assemble the shelf unit 
is determined such that the size of the shelf unit is suitable 
for placement onto an existing display shelf in a retail store 
in which the unit is desired to be installed. The 
interconnection of two adjacent track devices is achieved by 
connecting means such as connector slots 80 (shown in FIG. 1) 
cooperating with L-shaped horizontal connector elements 82 (only 
one shown in FIG. 2) . Details of the slots 80 and the elements 
82 are described in U.S. Pat. No. 5,634,564 which is hereby 
incorporated by reference. Additional connecting means are 
provided at the front portion of each device which additional 
means will be described later. 
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CLAIM AMENDMENTS 

Claim 1 (original) : A merchandising track device 
for displaying articles, said track device comprising: 
first and second elongate track members formed 
separately as two discrete structures, said first and 
5 second members being connected together in an end-to-end, 
longitudinally adjacent relationship, each of said members 
comprising a track base for carrying articles for sliding 
movement along said each member, and at least one 
article-guiding side wall upstanding from said track base 

10 of said each member and extending along said each member, 
said one side wall of said first member being disposed in 
general longitudinal alignment with said one side wall of 
said second member and including a portion extending 
upwardly above an upper edge of said one side wall of said 

15 second member, said one side wall of said second member 
having a cutout opening to said upper edge thereof and to 
opposite side surfaces thereof; 

locking means integrally formed with said first 
member for interconnecting said one side wall of said first 

20 member and said one side wall of said second member to lock 
said members in position relative to each other, said 
locking means comprising a flexible overhang extending 
rearward from said portion of said one side wall of said 
first member and disposed over said upper edge of said one 

25 side wall of said second member, said flexible overhang 
engages side of said one side wall of said second member 
with a lug formed integrally with said overhang and 
received in said cutout, whereby longitudinal displacement 
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of said one side wall of said first member relative to said 
one side wall of said second member is prevented; and 

a pair of engaging tabs provided disposed 
respectively alongside said opposite side surfaces of said 
one side wall of said second member with at least one of 
said engaging tabs formed on said lug so that lateral 
displacement of said one side wall of said first member 
relative to said one side wall of said second member is 
prevented. 

Claim 2 (original) : A merchandising track device 
for displaying articles, said track device comprising: 

an elongate body having a forward end, said body 
comprising a track base for carrying a row of articles for 
sliding movement along said body, a tongue extending 
forwardly from said track base and defining said forward 
end of said body, and at least one article-guiding side 
wall upstanding from said track base and extending along 
said body; 

a front piece formed as a discrete structure 
separate from said body and attached to said forward end of 
said body to provide a stopper for preventing a leading 
article in said row from exiting said track device, said 
front piece comprising a deck for supporting said leading 
article, at least one upright wall upstanding from said 
deck and disposed in general longitudinal alignment with 
said one side wall, said one upright wall including a 
portion extending upwardly above an upper edge of said one 
sidewall; and locking means for interconnecting said one 
upright wall and said one side wall to lock said front 
piece in position relative to said body, said locking means 



including a flexible overhang integrally formed with said 
front piece and extending rearward from said portion of 
said one upright wall and disposed over said upper edge of 
said one side wall with said flexible overhang flexing to 
either side of said one side wall of said second member; 
and 

a pair of engaging tabs disposed respectively 
alongside opposite side surfaces of said one side wall, at 
least one of said engaging tabs being integrally formed 
with said overhang, whereby lateral displacement of said 
one upright wall relative to said one side wall is 
prevented, and wherein one sidewall has a cutout opening to 
said upper edge and said opposite side surface thereof, and 
at 

least one engaging tab is formed on a lug to engage 
in said cutout . 

Claim 3 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 2, wherein said lug has a thickness greater than a 
thickness of said one side wall, and both said engaging 
tabs are formed on said lug. 

Claim 4 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 2, wherein said tongue is provided with a hooking 
element projecting therefrom, and said deck has a strip 
portion having a front and rear opposed faces, said front 
face providing an edge for engaging said hooking element to 
prevent forward displacement of said front piece with 
respect to said body, said rear face sloping to facilitate 
insertion of said tongue into said socket. 
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Claim 5 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 4, wherein said engaging edge of said deck extends 
transversely of said body. 

Claim 6 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 5, wherein said strip portion is provided by said 
lower wall and extends transversely of said body, said rear 
face of said strip portion sloping downwardly and 
rearwardly, said hooking element projecting downwardly from 
a lower surface of said tongue. 

Claim 7 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 4, wherein said tongue is formed with at least one 
notch for dividing said tongue into plural portions so that 
one of said plural portions exhibits substantial 
flexibility, and said one of said plural portions is 
provided with said hooking element . 

Claim 8 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 2, wherein said engaging tabs are disposed with a 
lateral gap therebetween to receive in said gap an edge of 
said one sidewall. 

Claim 9 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 8, wherein said engaging tabs are opposed to each 
other across a thickness of said one side wall. 

Claim 10 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 8, wherein said engaging tabs are disposed at 
positions offset from each other along a length of said one 
side wall. 



Claim 11 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 2, wherein said body and said front piece are formed 
from different material. 

Claim 12 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 11, wherein said body is molded of polystyrene, and 
said front piece is molded of polycarbonate. 

Claim 13 (original) : The track device according to. 
claim 2, wherein said tongue is formed with at least one 
notch for dividing said tongue into plural portions so that 
one of said plural portions exhibits substantial 
flexibility, and said one of said plural portions is 
provided with said hooking element . 

Claim 14 (original) : A merchandising track device 
for displaying articles, said track device comprising: 

first and second elongate track members formed 
separately as two discrete structures, said first and 
second members being connected together in an end-to-end, 
longitudinally adjacent relationship, each of said members 
comprising a track base for carrying articles for sliding 
movement along said each member, and at least one 
article-guiding side wall upstanding from said track base 
of said each member and extending along said each member, 
said one side wall of said first member being disposed in 
general longitudinal alignment with said one side wall of 
said second member and including a portion extending 
upwardly above an upper edge of said one side wall of said 
second member, said one side wall of said second member 
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having a cutout opening to said upper edge thereof and to 
opposite side surfaces thereof; 

said second member comprising a tongue extending 
longitudinally from said track base of said second member, 
said tongue defining an end of said second member, said 
first member having an end-opening socket for receiving 
said tongue so that said track bases of said first and 
second members are interconnected, said tongue being formed 
on said track base of said second member such that an upper 
surface of said tongue is disposed below an upper surface 
of said track base of said second member to allow said 
upper surface of said track base of said second member and 
an upper surface of said track base of said first member to 
form a continuous floor for slidably supporting said 
articles, wherein said track base of said first member 
comprises upper and lower opposed walls, and said socket is 
defined between said upper and lower walls; and 

locking means integrally formed with said first 
member for interconnecting said one side wall of said first 
member and said one side wall of said second member to lock 
said members in position relative to each other, said 
locking means comprising a flexible overhang extending 
rearward from said portion of said one side wall of said 
first member and disposed over said upper edge of said one 
side wall of said second member with said flexible overhang 
flexing to either side of said one side wall of said second 
member, and a lug with tabs formed integrally with and 
extending from said overhang and received in said cutout, 
whereby longitudinal displacement of said one side wall of 
said first member relative to said one side wall of said 
second member is prevented. 
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Claim 15 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 14, wherein said tongue is provided with a hooking 
element projecting therefrom, and said track base of said 
first member has a strip portion having a front and rear 
opposed faces, said front face providing an edge for 
engaging said hooking element to prevent longitudinal 
displacement of said first member with respect to said 
second member, said rear face sloping to facilitate 
insertion of said tongue into said socket. 

Claim 16 (original) : A merchandising track device 
for displaying articles, said track device comprising: 

an elongate body having a forward end, said body 
comprising a track base for carrying a row of articles for 
sliding movement along said body, a tongue extending 
forwardly from said track base and defining said forward 
end of said body, and at least one article -guiding side 
wall upstanding from said track base and extending along 

said body; and 

a front piece formed as a discrete structure 
separate from said body and attached to said forward end of 
said body to provide a stopper for preventing a leading 
article in said row from exiting said track device, said 
front piece comprising a deck for supporting said leading 
article, said deck having a socket for receiving said 
tongue so that said deck and said track base are 
interconnected, said tongue being formed on said track base 
such that an upper surface of said tongue is disposed be 
low an upper surface of said track base to allow said upper 
surface of said track base and an upper surface of said 
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deck to form a continuous floor for slidably supporting 
said articles, at least one upright wall upstanding from 
said deck and disposed in general longitudinal alignment 
with said one side wall, said one upright wall including a 
25 portion extending upwardly above an upper edge of said one 
sidewall; and locking means integrally formed with said 
front piece for interconnecting said one upright wall with 
said one side wall to lock said front piece in position 
relative to said body, said locking means including a 
30 flexible overhang extending rearward from said portion of 
said one upright wall and disposed over said upper edge of 
said one side wall having said cutout, said flexible 
overhang flexing to either side of said one side wall of 
said second member; and 
35 a pair of engaging tabs disposed respectively 

alongside opposite side surfaces of said one side wall in a 
cutout with at least one of said engaging tabs being 
integrally formed with said overhang so that lateral 
displacement of said one upright wall relative to said one 
40 side wall is prevented. 

Claim 17 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 16, wherein said tongue is provided with a hooking 
element projecting therefrom, and said deck has a strip 
portion having front and rear opposed faces, said front 
5 face providing an edge for engaging said hooking element to 
prevent forward displacement of said front piece with 
respect to said body, said rear face sloping to facilitate 
insertion of said tongue into said socket. 



Claims 18-30 (cancelled) . 
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Claim 31 (new) : A front panel assembly for a 

merchandising display track device, said track device being 
adapted to receive a row of articles for sliding movement 
therealong, said front panel assembly, c omprising: 
5 a base adapted to receive said row of arti cles from 

said track device for sliding movement therealong; 

a first upstanding vertical member having a top end 
portion, a bottom end portion and a fron t edge, said first 
vertical member being permanently connec ted along its 
10 bottom end portion to said base; 

a first face member connected to said f ront edge of 
said first vertical member, said first face member 
extending laterally a preselected distance from said first 
vertical member toward said second vertical m ember; 
15 a second upstanding vertical member having a top end 

portion, a bottom end portion and a front edge, said second 
vertical member being laterally spaced fro m said first 
vertical member and permanently connected along its bottom 
end portion to said base; 
20 a second face member connected to s aid front edge of 

said second vertical member, said second face member 
extending laterally a preselected distance from said second 
vertical member toward said first vertical member; 

an elongate connecting member having a first end 
25 connected to said top end portion of sa id first vertical 
member and a second end portion connect ed to said top end 
portion of said second vertical member, said c onnecting 
member curving outwardly away from said ve rtical members; 
and 
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30 means for detachably attaching said front panel 

assembly to said track device. 

Claim 32 (new) : A front panel, as set forth 

in claim 31, wherein said first and second face members are 
connected to said base. 

Claim 33 (new) : A front panel assembly for a 

merchandising display track device, said track device 
having a track base adapted to receive a row of articles 
for sliding movement therealong and a vertical member 
5 extending along said track base, said vertical member 
having a cutout opening to an upper edge thereof and to 
opposite side surfaces thereof, said front panel assembly, 
comprising: 

a floor deck adapted to receive said row of articles 
10 from said track base for sliding movement therealong; 

means for detachably attaching said floor deck to 

said track base; 

a first upstanding vertical member having a top end, 
a bottom end portion and a front edge, said first vertical 
15 member being permanently connected along its bottom end 
portion to said floor deck; 

a second upstanding vertical member having a top 
end, a bottom end portion and a front edge, said second 
vertical member being laterally spaced from said first 
2 0 vertical member and permanently connected along its bottom 
end portion to said floor deck; 

an elongate connecting member having a first end 
connected to said top end of said first vertical member and 
a second end portion connected to said top end of said 
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25 second vertical member, said connecting member c urving 
outwardly away from said vertical members; 

locking means integrally formed with one of said 
first and second vertical members for interconnecting said 
vertical member of said track device and said one vertical 

3 0 member to lock said vertical members in position relative 
to each other, said locking means comprising a flexible 
overhang extending rearward from said one vertical member 
and adapted to be disposed over said cutout so th at said 
flexible overhang engages a side of said vertical member of 

35 said track device with a lug formed integrally with said 
flexible overhang and received in said cutout thereby 
preventing longitudinal displacement of said front panel 
assembly relative to said track; and 

a pair of engaging tabs disposed respectively 

40 alongside said opposite side surfaces of said vertical 

member of said track device with at least one of said of 
said engaging tabs formed on said lug so that lateral 
displacement of said one vertical member relative to said 
track device is prevented. 

45 

Claim 34 (new) : A front panel assembly for a 

merchandising display track device, said track device being 
adapted to receive rows of articles for sliding movement 
therealong, said front panel assembly, comprising: 
5 a base adapted to receive said rows of articles from 

said track device for sliding movement therealong; 

a first upstanding vertical member having a top end 
portion, a bottom end portion and a front edge, s aid first 
vertical member being permanently connected along its 
10 bottom end portion to said base; 
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a second upstanding vertical me m ber having a top end 
portion, a bottom end portion and a front edge, said_second 
vertical member being lateral ly spaced from said first 
vertical member and permanently connected along its bottom 

15 end portion to said base; 

a third upstanding vertical member having a top end 
portion, a bottom end portion an d a front edge, said third 
vertical member being laterally spaced from said second 
vertical member and permanently connected along its bottom 
20 end portion to said base, said second verti cal member being 
intermediate said first and third vertical . members ; 

a first face member having a top end portion and a 
bottom end portion and being c onnected to said front edge 
of said first vertical member, said first face member 
25 extending laterally a p r eselected distance from said first 
vertical member toward said second vertical me mber; 

a second face member having a top end portion and a 
hot-torn end portion and being co nnected to said front edge 
of said second vertical member, said s econd face member 
30 extending laterally a pre selected distance from said second 
vertical member toward said first vertical member and 
extending laterally a preselected dist ance from said second 
vertical member toward said third vertical member; and 

a third face member having a top end portion a nd a 
35 bottom end portion and being connected to s aid front edge 
of said third vertical member, sa id third face member 
extending laterally a preselect ed distance from said third 
vertical member toward said second v ertical member; 

a first elongate connecting member having a first 
end connected to said top end portion of said first 
vertical member and a second end portion c onnec ted to said 
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top end portion of said second vertical member , said first 
connecting member curving outward away from said firs t and 
second vertical members; 

45 a second elongate connecting member having a first 

end connected to said top end portion of said second 
vertical member and a second end portion connected to said 
top end portion of said third vertical member, sai d second 
connecting member curving outward away f rom said second an 

50 third vertical members; and 

means for detachably attaching said front panel 
assembly to said track device. 

Claim 35 (new) : A front panel, as set forth 

in claim 34, wherein said first, second and thi rd face 
members are connected to said base . 
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REMARKS 

This paper mergers the allowed claims from the now 
abandoned divisional reissue applications 11/096,232, and 
11/096,233, into original reissue application Serial No. 
10/705,666 as new claims 31-35. New claims 31-35 are word 
for word exactly the same as previously allowed claims 25- 
27 and 29-30. The allowed claims are 1-17, and 31-35. 
Claims 18-30 have been cancelled. 

Cancelled claims 29-30 were incorrectly numbered as 
29 and 30. There was never a claim 28. This amendment 
corrects the error. 

The divisional child applications are now 
appropriately referenced in the specification. 

A petition is being filed herewith along with 
affidavits and a supplemental declaration. 

This amendment encompasses the prior improper 
amendments and presents the amendments with underlining and 
brackets as required. 

In view of the foregoing , the reissue application 
is in condition for allowance and such favorable action is 
courteously solicited. 



Atty Docket No. D-2 958RE 
Serial No.: 10/705,666 
Merger Amendment 
Te 1 ephone : 770-792-0360 
Facsimile : 770-792-2127 



Respectfully submitted, 




John L. James 

Attorney for Applicant (s) 

Registration No. 28,724 
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Atty Docket D-2958RE 
IN THE UNITED STATES P ATP NT AND TRAHEMARK OFFICE 



Group Art Unit: 3634 
Examiner: Novosad, J. E. 
Confirmation No.: 5356 



In re Reissue Application of 

Dennis E. Parham 

Serial No.: 10/705,666 

Filed: November 10, 2003 

For: Merchandising Display 
Track Device Of Multiple-Piece Construction 

Commissioner for Patents 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir* 

SUPPLEMENTAL DECLARATION 

I hereby declare that: 

1. Every error in the patent corrected in the present reissue application, and not covered by 
the prior oath(s) and/or declaration(s) submitted with this application, arose without any deceptive 
intention on the part of the applicant. 

2. An error in the original patent. US Patent No. 6,325,221 , was claiming less than entitled to 
claim in original claims 1-17. Independent claims 1. 2, 14 and 16 are directed to a track device having 
several parts including elongated track members. Claims 1 and 14 are directed to a track device 
generally having track segments with longitudinal connections. Claims 2 and 16 are directed to a track 
device generally having track segments and a front piece. 

3. Claims 25-29 correct the original claims by claiming the front piece alone; that is. without 
also claiming all the structure of the track device to which the front panel assembly attaches. Claims 25- 
29 thus broaden the definition of the invention. 

I further declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all 
statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements 
were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or 
imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that such willful false 
statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon. 

For the Assignee. 



Date 




ffark A.flft 
President 
Display Industries, LLC. 




In re Reissue Application of 



Attv Docket D-2958RE 
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Group Art Unit: 3634 



Dennis E. Parham 



Examiner: Novosad, J. E. 



Serial No.: 10/705,666 



Confirmation No.: 5356 



Filed: November 10, 2003 

For: Merchandising Display 
Track Device Of Multiple-Piece 
Construction 

Commissioner for Patents 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



State of Georgia ) 

)ss: 

County of Gwinnett ) 

Mark A. Higgins, being duly sworn, and having personal knowledge of th< 
facts set forth herein, hereby deposes and says that: 

1 . I am president of Display Industries, LLC, which was created in 1998 
is successor to the display business of The Mead Corporation.. 

2. Prior to 1998 Mr. Dennis E. Parham and I were employed by The 

Mead Corporation. 

3. While employed by The Mead Corporation Mr. Parham and I 
worked together for a number of years to manufacture and market various 
merchandising display products. 

4. The invention described in U.S. Patent No. 6,325,221 was 
developed by Mr. Parham who was employed by Mead Corporation to do so. 



,Sir: 



AFFIDAVIT OF MARK A. HIGGINS 
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5. During the 1990s The Mead Corporation divested itself of several 
of its businesses, and in 1998 divested itself of its display business which is now 
Display Industries, LLC. 

6. While rumors of the divestment of the display business were 
circulating, Mr. Parham became quite concerned and eventually disgruntled. 

7. Prior to the divestment, when the divestment was imminent, Mr. 
Parham left The Mead Corporation disgruntled, presumably to work for a 
competitor to the display business of The Mead Corporation and therefore a 
direct competitor to Display Industries, LLC. 

8. At the time of Mr. Parham's departure, cordial personal and 
business relationships did not exist, cordial personal and business relationships 
have not since existed, and today no relationship exists. 

9. All statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and all 
statements made on information and belief are believed to be true, and these statements 
were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United 
States Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the 
reissue patent application or any patent issued thereon. 



Notary Public for the above County ami State, personally appeared Mark A. Higgins, 
known to me or proved to me on the basis of satisfactory evidence, to be the person 
whose name is subscribed to the within instrument. 





On this _ day of 



, 2007, before me, a 




My Commtttion Expires Jun 12, 2010 




TAMEKA NOEL 
Notary Pubttc 
Gwinnett County 
State of Georgia 




In re Reissue Application of 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Group Art Unit: 3634 



Attv Docket D-2958RE 



Dennis E. Parham 



Examiner: Novosad. J. E. 



Serial No.: 10/705,666 



Confirmation No.: 5356 



Filed: November 10, 2003 

For: Merchandising Display 
Track Device Of Multiple-Piece 
Construction 

Commissioner for Patents 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



State of Georgia ) 

)ss: 

County of Gwinnett ) 

James David Robertson, being duly sworn, and having personal knowledge of the 
facts set forth herein, hereby deposes and says that: 

1. I am a designer employed by Display industries, LLC. which was created in 1998 
and is successor to the display business of The Mead Corporation. 

2. Prior to 1998 Mr. Dennis E. Parham and I were employed by The Mead 
Corporation. 

3. While employed by The Mead Corporation Mr. Parham and I worked on 
projects together or in collaboration for eight years. 

4. The invention described in U.S. Patent No. 6,325,221 was developed by 
Mr. Parham who was employed by The Mead Corporation to do so. 

5. During the 1990s The Mead Corporation divested itself of several of its 
businesses, and in 1998 divested itself of its display business which is now Display 
Industries, LLC. 



Sir: 
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1 



6. While rumors of the divestment of the display business were circulating, 
Mr. Parham became quite concerned and eventually disgruntled. 

7. Prior to the divestment, when the divestment was imminent, Mr. Parham 
left The Mead Corporation disgruntled, presumably to work for a competitor to the 
display business of The Mead Corporation and therefore a direct competitor to Display 
Industries, LLC. 

8. At the time of Mr. Parham's departure, cordial personal and business 
relationships did not exist, cordial personal and business relationships have not since 
existed, and today no relationship exists. 

9. All statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and all statements 
made on information and belief are believed to be true, and these statements were made with 
the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or 
imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that such 
willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the reissue patent application or any 
patent issued thereon. 



On this 




day of . 



County and State, personally appeared 
on the basis of satisfactory evidence, to 
instrument. 



James David Robertson 



2007, before me, a Notary Public for the above 



lames David Robertson, known to me or proved to me 
(be the person whose name is subscribed to the within 
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TAMfKA NO€t 

Notary PubOc 
Gwfrvwtt County 
State of Boofpta 
My ConvnWon tx&m Am 12, 2010 
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CLAIM AMENDMENTS 

Claim 1 (original) : A merchandising track device 
for displaying articles, said track device comprising: 
first and second elongate track members formed 
separately as two discrete structures, said first and 
5 second members being connected together in an end-to-end, 
- longitudinally adjacent relationship, each of said members 
comprising a track base for carrying articles for sliding 
movement along said each member, and at least one 
article-guiding side wall upstanding from said track base 

10 of said each member and extending along said each member, 
said one side wall of said first member being disposed in 
general longitudinal alignment with said one side wall of 
said second member and including a portion extending 
upwardly above an upper edge of said one side wall of said. 

15 second member, said one side wall of said second member 
having a cutout opening to said upper edge thereof and to 
opposite side surfaces thereof; 

locking means integrally formed with said first 
member for interconnecting said one side wall of said first 

20 member and said one side wall of said second member to lock 
said members in position relative to each other, said 
locking means comprising a flexible overhang extending 
rearward from said portion of said one side wall of said 
first member and disposed over said upper edge of said one 

25 side wall of said second member, said flexible overhang 
engages side of said one side wall of said second member 
with a lug formed integrally with said overhang and 
received in said cutout, whereby longitudinal displacement 
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of said one side wall of said first member relative to said 
30 one side wall of said second member is prevented; and 
a pair of engaging tabs provided disposed 
respectively alongside said opposite side surfaces of said 
one side wall of said second member with at least one of 
said engaging tabs formed on said lug so that lateral 
35 displacement of said one side wall of said first member 
relative to said one side wall of said second member is 
prevented. 

Claim 2 (original) : A merchandising track device 
for displaying articles, said track device comprising: 

an elongate body having a forward end, said body 
comprising a track base for carrying a row of articles for 
5 sliding movement along said body, a tongue extending 

forwardly from said track base and defining said forward 
end of said body, and at least one article-guiding side 
wall upstanding from said track base and extending along 
said body; 

10 a front piece formed as a discrete structure 

separate from said body and attached to said forward end of 
said body to provide a stopper for preventing a leading 
article in said row from exiting said track device, said 
front piece comprising a deck for supporting said leading 

15 article, at least one upright wall upstanding from said 
deck and disposed in general longitudinal alignment with 
said one side wall, said one upright wall including a 
portion extending upwardly above an upper edge of said one 
sidewall; and locking means for interconnecting said one 

20 upright wall and said one side wall to lock said front 

piece in position relative to said body, said locking means 



including a flexible overhang integrally formed with said 
front piece and extending rearward from said portion of 
said one upright wall and disposed over said upper edge of 
25 said one side wall with said flexible overhang flexing to 
either side of said one side wall of said second member; 
and 

a pair of engaging tabs disposed respectively 
alongside opposite side surfaces of said one side wall, at 

30 least one of said engaging tabs being integrally formed 
with said overhang, whereby lateral displacement of said 
one upright wall relative to said one side wall is 
prevented, and wherein one sidewall has a cutout opening to 
said upper edge and said opposite side surface thereof, and 

35 at 

least one engaging tab is formed on a lug to engage 
in said cutout . 

Claim 3 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 2, wherein said lug has a thickness greater than a 
thickness of said one side wall, and both said engaging 
tabs are formed on said lug. 

5 

Claim 4 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 2, wherein said tongue is provided with a hooking 
element projecting therefrom, and said deck has a strip 
portion having a front and rear opposed faces, said front 
5 face providing an edge for engaging said hooking element to 
prevent forward displacement of said front piece with 
respect to said body, said rear face sloping to facilitate 
insertion of said tongue into said socket. 
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Claim 5 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 4, wherein said engaging edge of said deck extends 
transversely of said body. 

Claim 6 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 5, wherein said strip portion is provided by said 
lower wall and extends transversely of said body, said rear 
face of said strip portion sloping downwardly and 
rearwardly, said hooking element projecting downwardly from 
a lower surface of said tongue. 

Claim 7 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 4, wherein said tongue is formed with at least one 
notch for dividing said tongue into plural portions so that 
one of said plural portions exhibits substantial 
flexibility, and said one of said plural portions is 
provided with said hooking element. 

Claim 8 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 2, wherein said engaging tabs are disposed with a 
lateral gap therebetween to receive in said gap an edge of 
said one sidewall. 

Claim 9 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 8, wherein said engaging tabs are opposed to each 
other across a thickness of said one side wall. 

Claim 10 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 8, wherein said engaging tabs are disposed at 
positions offset from each other along a length of said one 
side wall. 



Claim 11 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 2, wherein said body and said front piece are formed 
from different material. 

Claim 12 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 11, wherein said body is molded of polystyrene, and 
said front piece is molded of polycarbonate. 

Claim 13 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 2, wherein said tongue is formed with at least one 
notch for dividing said tongue into plural portions so that 
one of said plural portions exhibits substantial 
flexibility, and said one of said plural portions is 
provided with said hooking element. 

Claim 14 (original) : A merchandising track device 
for displaying articles, said track device comprising: 

first and second elongate track members formed 
separately as two discrete structures, said first and 
second members being connected together in an end-to-end, 
longitudinally adjacent relationship, each of said members 
comprising a track base for carrying articles for sliding 
movement along said each member, and at least one 
article-guiding side wall upstanding from said track base 
of said each member and extending along said each member, 
said one side wall of said first member being disposed in 
general longitudinal alignment with said one side wall of 
said second member and including a portion extending 
upwardly above an upper edge of said one side wall of said 
second member, said one side wall of said second member 



having a cutout opening to said upper edge thereof and to 
opposite side surfaces thereof; 

said second member comprising a tongue extending 
longitudinally from said track base of said second member, 
said tongue defining an end of said second member, said 
first member having an end-opening socket for receiving 
said tongue so that said track bases of said first and 
second members are interconnected, said tongue being formed 
on said track base of said second member such that an upper 
surface of said tongue is disposed below an upper surface 
of said track base of said second member to allow said 
upper surface of said track base of said second member and 
an upper surface of said track base of said first member to 
form a continuous floor for slidably supporting said 
articles, wherein said track base of said first member 
comprises upper and lower opposed walls, and said socket is 
defined between said upper and lower walls; and 

locking means integrally formed with said first 
member for interconnecting said one side wall of said first 
member and said one side wall of said second member to lock 
said members in position relative to each other, said 
locking means comprising a flexible overhang extending 
rearward from said portion of said one side wall of said 
first member and disposed over said upper edge of said one 
side wall of said second member with said flexible overhang 
flexing to either side of said one side wall of said second 
member, and a lug with tabs formed integrally with and 
extending from said overhang and received in said cutout, 
whereby longitudinal displacement of said one side wall of 
said first member relative to said one side wall of said 
second member is prevented. 



Claim 15 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 14, wherein said tongue is provided with a hooking 
element projecting therefrom, and said track base of said 
first member has a strip portion having a front and rear 
opposed faces, said front face providing an edge for 
engaging said hooking element to prevent longitudinal 
displacement of said first member with respect to said 
second member, said rear face sloping to facilitate 
insertion of said tongue into said socket. 

Claim 16 (original) : A merchandising track device 
for displaying articles, said track device comprising: 

an elongate body having a forward end, said body 
comprising a track base for carrying a row of articles for 
sliding movement along said body, a tongue extending 
forwardly from said track base and defining said forward 
end of said body, and at least one article-guiding side 
wall upstanding from said track base and extending along 
said body; and 

a front piece formed as a discrete structure 
separate from said body and attached to said forward end of 
said body to provide a stopper for preventing a leading 
article in said row from exiting said track device, said 
front piece comprising a deck for supporting said leading 
article, said deck having a socket for receiving said 
tongue so that said deck and said track base are 
interconnected, said tongue being formed on said track base 
such that an upper surface of said tongue is disposed be 
low an upper surface of said track base to allow said upper 
surface of said track base and an upper surface of said 
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deck to form a continuous floor for slidably supporting 
said articles, at least one upright wall upstanding from 
said deck and disposed in general longitudinal alignment 
with said one side wall, said one upright wall including a 
portion extending upwardly above an upper edge of said one 
sidewall; and locking means integrally formed with said 
front piece for interconnecting said one upright wall with 
said one side wall to lock said front piece in position 
relative to said body, said locking means including a 
flexible overhang extending rearward from said portion of 
said one upright wall and disposed over said upper edge of 
said one side wall having said cutout, said flexible 
overhang flexing to either side of said one side wall of 
said second member; and 

a pair of engaging tabs disposed respectively 
alongside opposite side surfaces of said one side wall in a 
cutout with at least one of said engaging tabs being 
integrally formed with said overhang so that lateral 
displacement of said one upright wall relative to said one 
side wall is prevented. 

Claim 17 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 16, wherein said tongue is provided with a hooking 
element projecting therefrom, and said deck has a strip 
portion having front and rear opposed faces, said front 
face providing an edge for engaging said hooking element to 
prevent forward displacement of said front piece with 
respect to said body, said rear face sloping to facilitate 
insertion of said tongue into said socket. 



Claims 18-24 (cancelled) 



Claim 2 5 (previously presented) : A front panel 

assembly for a merchandising display track device, said 
track device being adapted to receive a row of articles for 
sliding movement therealong, said front panel assembly, 
comprising : 

a base adapted to receive said row of articles from 
said track device for sliding movement therealong; 

a first upstanding vertical member having a top end 
portion, a bottom end portion and a front edge, said first 
vertical member being permanently connected along its 
bottom end portion to said base; 

a first face member connected to said front edge of 
said first vertical member, said first face member 
extending laterally a preselected distance from said first 
vertical member toward said second vertical member; 

a second upstanding vertical member having a top end 
portion, a bottom end portion and a front edge, said second 
vertical member being laterally spaced from said first 
vertical member and permanently connected along its bottom 
end portion to said base; 

a second face member connected to said front edge of 
said second vertical member, said second face member 
extending laterally a preselected distance from said second 
vertical member toward said first vertical member; 

an elongate connecting member having a first end 
connected to said top end portion of said first vertical 
member and a second end portion connected to said top end 
portion of said second vertical member, said connecting 
member curving outwardly away from said vertical members; 
and 
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means for detachably attaching said front panel 
assembly to said track device. 

Claim 26 (previously presented) : A front panel, 

as set forth in claim 25, wherein said first and second 
face members are connected to said base. 

Claim 27 (previously presented) : A front panel 

assembly for a merchandising display track device, said 
track device having a track base adapted to receive a row 
of articles for sliding movement therealong and a vertical 
member extending along said track base, said vertical 
member having a cutout opening to an upper edge thereof and 
to opposite side surfaces thereof, said front panel 
assembly, comprising : 

a floor deck adapted to receive said row of articles 
from said track base for sliding movement therealong; 

means for detachably attaching said floor deck to 
said track base; 

a first upstanding vertical member having a top end, 
a bottom end portion and a front edge, said first vertical 
member being permanently connected along its bottom end 
portion to said floor deck; 

a second upstanding vertical member having a top 
end, a bottom end portion and a front edge, said second 
vertical member being laterally spaced from said first 
vertical member and permanently connected along its bottom 
end portion to said floor deck; 

an elongate connecting member having a first end 
connected to said top end of said first vertical member and 
a second end portion connected to said top end of said 



second vertical member, said connecting member curving 
outwardly away from said vertical members; 

locking means integrally formed with one of said 
first and second vertical members for interconnecting said 
vertical member of said track device and said one vertical 
member to lock said vertical members in position relative 
to each other, said locking means comprising a flexible 
overhang extending rearward from said one vertical member 
and adapted to be disposed over said cutout so that said 
flexible overhang engages a side of said vertical member of 
said track device with a lug formed integrally with said 
flexible overhang and received in said cutout thereby 
preventing longitudinal displacement of said front panel 
assembly relative to said track; and 

a pair of engaging tabs disposed respectively 
alongside said opposite side surfaces of said vertical 
member of said track device with at least one of said of 
said engaging tabs formed on said lug so that lateral 
displacement of said one vertical member relative to said 
track device is prevented. 

Claim 29 (New) : A front panel assembly for a 

merchandising display track device, said track device being 
adapted to receive rows of articles for sliding movement 
therealong, said front panel assembly, comprising: 

a base adapted to receive said rows of articles from 
said track device for sliding movement therealong; 

a first upstanding vertical member having a top end 
portion, a bottom end portion and a front edge, said first 
vertical member being permanently connected along its 
bottom end portion to said base; 
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a second upstanding vertical member having a top end 
portion, a bottom end portion and a front edge, said second 
vertical member being laterally spaced from said first 
vertical member and permanently connected along its bottom 
end portion to said base; 

a third upstanding vertical member having a top end 
portion, a bottom end portion and a front edge, said third 
vertical member being laterally spaced from said second 
vertical member and permanently connected along its bottom 
end portion to said base, said second vertical member being 
intermediate said first and third vertical members; 

a first face member having a top end portion and a 
bottom end portion and being connected to said front edge 
of said first vertical member, said first face member 
extending laterally a preselected distance from said first 
vertical member toward said second vertical member; 

a second face member having a top end portion and a 
bottom end portion and being connected to said front edge 
of said second vertical member, said second face member 
extending laterally a preselected distance from said second 
vertical member toward said first vertical member and 
extending laterally a preselected distance from said second 
vertical member toward said third vertical member; and 

a third face member having a top end portion and a 
bottom end portion and being connected to said front edge 
of said third vertical member, said third face member 
extending laterally a preselected distance from said third 
vertical member toward said second vertical member; 

a first elongate connecting member having a first 
end connected to said top end portion of said first 
vertical member and a second end portion connected to said 

13 



top end portion of said second vertical member, said first 
connecting member curving outward away from said first and 
second vertical members; 

45 a second elongate connecting member having a first 

end connected to said top end portion of said second 
vertical member and a second end portion connected to said 
top end portion of said third vertical member, said second 
connecting member curving outward away from said second and 

50 third vertical members; and 

means for detachably attaching said front panel 
assembly to said track device. 

Claim 30 (New) : A front panel, as set forth 

in claim 29, wherein said first, second and third face 
members are connected to said base. 
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REMARKS 

This paper mergers claims 22 and 24 of divisional 



reissue application Serial No. 11/096,232 into reissue 
application Serial No. 10/705,666 as new claims 29 and 30. 
New claims 2 9 and 3 0 are word for word exactly the same as 
claims 22 and 24 which were allowed in the divisional 
reissue application. 



An express abandonment of the divisional reissue 



application is submitted herewith on form PTO/SB/24. After 
acceptance of the express abandonment, reissue application 
Serial No. 10/705,666 will be the only application pending. 
Claims 1-17 and 25-30 are present in the application. 
Claims 18-24 have been cancelled. 



A supplemental declaration in draft form setting 



forth the errors corrected is attached hereto to expedite 
disposition of the application. A supplemental declaration 
executed by the assignee will be forwarded as soon as 
possible. 



In view of the foregoing , the reissue application 



is in condition for allowance and such favorable action is 
courteously solicited. 



Atty Docket No. D-2958RE 
Serial No.: 10/705,666 
Merger Amendment 
Te 1 ephone : 770-792-0360 
Facsimile : 770-792-2127 



Respectfully submitted, 




\John L. James 
Attorney for Applicant (s) 
Registration No. 28,724 
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IN THE UNITED STATES 



Atty Docket D-2958RE 
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Reissue Application 
of 

Inventor (s) : 
Dennis E. Parham 

Merchandising Display Track 
Device Of Multiple-Piece 
Construction 

Serial No.: 10/705,666 
Confirmation No.: 5356 
Filed: November 10, 2003 



Commissioner for Patents 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Group Art Unit: 3 634 

Examiner: Novosad, J. E. 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is 
being deposited today with the United States 
Postal Services as first class mail in an 
envelope addressed to: : 
MAIL STOP Reissue 
Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Name: John L. James 
Registration No. 28,724 

Date: 



Sir: 



SUPPLEMENTAL DECLARATION 



I hereby declare that: 

Every error in the patent which was corrected in the 
present reissue application, and which is not covered by the 
prior oath(s) and/or declaration (s) submitted with this 
application, arose without any decpetive intention on the part 
of the applicant. 

An error in the original patent, US Patent No, 6,325,221, 
was claiming less than entitled to claim in original claims 
1-17. Independent claims 1, 2, 14 and 16 are directed to a 
track device having several parts including elongated track 
members. Claims 1 and 14 are directed to a track device 
generally having track segments with longitudinal connections. 



1 



Claims 25-30 correct the original claims by claiming the 
front piece alone; that is, without also claimjing all the 
structure of the track device to which the front panel assembly 
attaches. Claims 25-30 thus broaden the defiintion of the 
invention. 

I further declare that all statements made herein of my 
own knowledge are true and that all statements made on 
information and belief are believed to be true; and further that 
these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false 
statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or 
imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the 
United States Code and that such willful false statements may 
jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued 
thereon. 

For the Assignee, 



Date Mark A. Higgins 

President 

Display Industries, LLC. 
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United States Patent and Trademark Office 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



10/705,666 



1 /t0/2003 

1 0/1 1/2006 



Dennis E. Parham 



26829 7590 

JOHN L. JAMES 
P.O. BOX 2025 

MARIETTA, GA 30061-2025 



LU 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria. Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 1 



D2958RE 



5356 



EXAMINER 



NOVOSAD, JENNIFER ELEANORE 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



3634 

DATE MAILED: 10/11/2006 



ease find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Application/Control Number: 10/705,666 Pa § e2 
Art Unit: 3634 

Letter of Suspension 

This letter is in response to the communication filed April 20, 2006 by which applicant 
added claims 25-27, i.e., these claims were merged with this application under 37 CFR 1.177(c). 
It is noted claims 25-27 are identical to claims 18, 20, and 21 which were indicated to be 
allowable in divisional reissue Application No. 1 1/096,233. It is further noted that a Notice of 
" Abandonment for Application No. 1 1 /096.233 has been sent to applicant. 

Accordingly, claims 1-17 and 25-27 are deemed to be allowable. Claims 18-24 stand 
withdrawn as being drawn to non-elected inventions. 

It is noted that on January 13, 2006, prosecution in this application, i.e., 10/705,666, was 
suspended for a period of six (6) months, per the reasons set forth below. That period for 
suspension has now expired. 

Although this application, i.e., 10/705,666, contains allowed claims, since divisional 
reissue Application No. 1 1/096,232, claiming priority to this application, i.e., 10/705,666, has 
not been deemed allowable, further examination of this (first) reissue application, i.e., 
10/705,666, has been suspended for another period of SIX (6) months. 

Once the divisional reissue application, i.e., 1 1/096,232, becomes allowable, the 
examiner will issue another requirement under 37 CFR 1 . 1 77(c) for applicant to merge the 
claims of the suspended first reissue application, i.e., 10/705,666, with the allowable claims of 
the divisional reissue application into a single application, by placing all of the claims in one of 
the applications and expressly abandoning the other. 



Application/Control Number: 10/705,666 Pa 8 e 3 

Art Unit: 3634 

If the divisional reissue application becomes abandoned, prosecution will be reopened in 
the suspended first reissue application, i.e., 10/705,666 

As with all suspensions, it is applicant's res ponsibility to call to the attention of the Office 
and the examiner that the suspension period is drawing to an end. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jennifer E. Novosad whose telephone number is 571-272-6832. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 5:30am-4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached on 571-272-6777. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANfl)A) or 5 £ l ffi£jfr 



fier E. Novosad 
"Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3634 . 



September 19, 2006 




United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box J 450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



11/096,233 

7590 

John L James 
PO Box 2025 
Marietta, GA 30061 



03/31/2005 

09/26/2006 



Dennis E. Parham 



D-2958RE-DI 



2330 



EXAMINER 



NOVOSAD. JENNIFER ELEANORE 

I 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 




3634 

DATE MAILED: 09/26/2006 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Application No. 

11/096,233 


Appiicant(s) 
PARHAM, DEN 


NIS E. 


Examiner 

Jennifer E. Novosad 


Art Unit 

3634 





Notice of Abandonment 



tip 



.. The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

This application is abandoned in view of: 

1 . (SI Applicant's failure to timely file a proper reply to the Office letter mailed on 09 February 2006 . evniratinn nf thA 

(a) □ A reply was received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated ), wh.ch is after the expiration of the 

period for reply (including a total extension of time of month(s)) which expired on . 

(b) □ A proposed reply was received on but it does not constitute a proper reply under 37 CFR 1.113 (a) to the final rejection. 

(A proper reply under 37 CFR 1 .1 1 3 to a final rejection consists only of: (1 ) a timely filed amendment which places the 
application in condition for allowance; (2) a timely filed Notice of Appeal (with appeal fee); or (3) a timely filed Request for 
Continued Examination (RCE) in compliance with 37 CFR 1.114). 

(c) □ A reply was received on but it does not constitute a proper reply, or a bona fide attempt at a proper reply, to the non- 

final rejection. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a) and 1 .1 1 1 . (See explanation in box 7 below). 

(d) S No reply has been received. 

2. □ Applicant's failure to timely pay the required issue fee and publication fee. if applicable, within the statutory period of three months 

from the mailing date of the Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85). 

(a) □ The issue fee and publication fee. if applicable, was received on (with a Certificate of Mailin g . or Transmissior . dated 

* ' ), which is after the expiration of the statutory period for payment of the issue fee (and publication fee) set in the Notice of 

Allowance (PTOL-85). 

(b) □ The submitted fee of $_ 



is insufficient. A balance of $ is due. 



The issue fee required by 37 CFR 1 .18 is $ . The publication fee. if required by 37 CFR 1 .18(d), is $ . 

(c) □ The issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, has not been received. 

30 Applicant's failure to timely file corrected drawings as required by, and within the three-month period set in, the Notice of 

Allowability (PTO-37). . 

(a) □ Proposed corrected drawings were received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated ). which is 

after the expiration of the period for reply. 

(b) □ No corrected drawings have been received. 

4. □ The letter of express abandonment which is signed by the attorney or agent of record, the assignee of the entire interest, or all of 

the applicants. 

5. □ The letter of express abandonment which is signed by an attorney or agent (acting in a representative capacity under 37 CFR 

1.34(a)) upon the filing of a continuing application. 

6. □ The decision by the Board of Patent Appeals and Interference rendered on and because the period for seeking court review 

of the decision has expired and there are no allowed claims. 

7. □ The reason(s) below: 




Jennifer E. Novosad 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit: 3634 

Petitions to revive under 37 CFR 1.137(a) or (b), or requests to withdraw the holding of abandonment under 37 CFR 1.181, should be promptly filed to 
minimize any negative effects on patent term. . __ 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-1432 (Rev. 04-01) 



Notice of Abandonment 



Part of Paper No. 20060919 




RECORD OF CONVERSATION 



TELEPHONE: 



PERSONAL CONFERENCE 
NOTES: /Ac^ 



DATE: Vl4/r>{ mtE; 

1 CALLED:. CALLED Mf£<^ 



PLACE: 





United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.usplo.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



I ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/705,666 



11/10/2003 



26829 7590 04/07/2006 

JOHN L. JAMES 
P.O. BOX 2025 

MARIETTA, GA 30061-2025 




Dennis E. Parham 



D2958RE 



5356 



EXAMINER 



NOVOSAD, JENNIFER ELEANORE 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



3634 

DATE MAILED: 04/07/2006 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



pate^Yppucation fee determination record 

^ 1 ° ^ Effective December 8, 2004 

CLAIMS AS FILED - PART I 



TOTAL CLAIMS 






FOR 


NUMBER FILED 


NUMBER EXTRA 


TOTAL CHARGEABLE CLAIMS 


minus 20= 


* 


(NDEPENDENT CLAIMS 


minus 3 = 


* 


MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM PRESENT 


□ 



• If the difference In column 1 1s less than zero, enter "0" in column 2 
C^^T'CLAIMS AS AMENDED - PART II 



< 




. CLAIMS 
REMAINING 

AFTER 
AMENDMENT 




HIGHEST 
/ NUMBER 

..PREVIOUSLY 
PAID FOR 


PRESENT 
EXTRA. 


s 

Q 


Total 




Minus 




■3 




Independent 


• <? 


Minus 


- 7 






FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM 


□ 
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(Column 2) 
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CLAIMS 
REMAINING 

AFTER 
AMENDMENT 




HIGHEST ~~ 
NUMBER 
PREVIOUSLY 
PAID FOR 


PRESENT 
EXTRA 


JTotal 


* 


Minus 


** 




I Independent 


* 


Minus 


«*+ 
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NTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CUVIM 
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REMAINING 
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AMENDMENT 
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NUMBER 
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PRESENT 
EXTRA 
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Minus 


** 
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Independent . 


* 


Minus 


*** • - • " 


B 



FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM , □ 



SMALL ENTITY OTHER THAN 

TYPE : tZZ] OR' SMALL ENTITY . 



RATE 


FEE 




RATE 


FEE 


BASIC FEE 


150.00 


OR 


8ASIC FEE 


300,00 


X$25= 




OR 


X$50= 




X1O0= 




OR 


X200= 




+180= 


. it 


OR 


+360= 




TOTAL 
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TOTAL 
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X$50= 
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+360= 
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T<W 

AbortfEE 
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ADOTT. FEE 










. RATE 
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TIONAL 
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TIONAL 
FEE 


X$2S= 




OR 






X100= 
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X200= 
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States Patent and Trademark Office 



Commissioner for Patents 

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OfflCE 

P.O. BOX 14SO 
ALEXANDRIA, VA aaiUM4!0 



^*7T*q£^ notice requiring excess claims fees 

The excess claim(s) filed on is not accompanied by the appropriate payment of excess claims fees set 

forth in 37 CFR 1. 16(h)<j) or 1 .492(d)-(f). Excess claims fees are required for each claim in independent form in excess 
of three (§ 1. 16(h)), each claim (whether dependent or independent) in excess of twenty (note that § L75(c) indicates 
how multiple dependent claims are considered for fee calculation purposes) (§ U6(i)), and each application that contains 
a multiple dependent claim (§ 1 . 1 6(j)) . 

Since the application is not under a final rejection, applicant is given a time period of ONE (1) MONTH or THIRTY 
(30) DAYS from the mailing date of this notice, whichever is longer, to submit either: (1) the fee payment of 

$ > o r (2) an amendment in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121 that cancels the excess claim(s), in order to 

avoid ABANDONMENT. Extensions of this time period may be granted under 37 CFR 1.136, unless the excess 
claim(s) was presented in a preliminary amendment. 

n 1 The funds in Deposit Account No. are insufficient to cover the entire fee due. The balance is due 

within the time period set forth in this notice. Sec note below regarding the appropriate service charge. 

□ 2. The Credit Card payment to cover the entire fee due to 
Account • (Card type + last 4 digits ONLY) was refused. The balance is due 

within the time period set forth in this notice. See note below regarding the appropriate service charge. 

□ 3 The amendment that includes the excess claim(s) has not been entered, since applicant has failed to remit (or authorize 
charge to a Deposit Account or Credit Card) the fee as indicated on the attached Patent Application Fee Determination 
Record (PTO/SB/06). Remittance or authorization is due within the time period set forth in this notice, 

n ^ The fee submitted in this application is insufficient. AbalanceofS ; _ is due for presentation of excess 

Explanation {Provide specific details of the required correction in order to assist the applicant. Indicate whether a 
service charge has been added to the fee due) : 



THE AMOUNT OF THE FEB(S) DUB IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE, GENERALLY ON OCTOBER 1 OF EACH YEAR (37 CFR 
116 121 & 1 492V THE AMOUNT OF THE FEE(S) DUE IS DETERMINED AS OF THE DATE A COMPLETE REPLY 
WITH THE APPROPRIATE FEE(S) IS RECEIVED BY THE OFFICE (37 CFR 1.8 & 1.10). BECAUSE THE AMOUNT 
DUE IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE, IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT APPLICANT CHECK THE CURRENT FEE SCHEDULE 
WHICH IS AVAILABLE ON THEUSPTO'S WEBSITE AT: httD:/Atwv.uspto.frovAveb/offices/c^<ts/ope/fees.htni 

Service Charges- There is a $50 service charge for processing each payment refused (including a check returned "unpaid") or 
charged back by a financial institution (37 CFR 1 .21(m)), There is a $25;00 service charge for each month when the balance of a 
deposit account is below$1000 at the end of the month (37 CFR 1.21(b)(2)). 



Technical Support Staff CySS) 
Note to TSS: Please do NOT use this notice if the application is under a final rejection. 




PTO/SB/21 (02-04) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651-0031 
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Attorney Docket Number 
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Response to Missing Parts 
under 37 CFR1.52 or 1.53 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



Drawing(s) 

Licensing-related Papers 
Petition 

Petition to Convert to a 
Provisional Application 
Power of Attorney, Revocation 
Change of Correspondence Address 

Terminal Disclaimer 
Request for Refund 
CD, Number of CD(s) 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



After Allowance communication 
to Technology Center (TC) 

Appeal Communication to Board 
of Appeals and Interferences 
Appeal Communication to TC 
(Appeal Notice, Brief, Reply Brief) 



Proprietary Information 

I I Status Letter 

□ Other Enclosure(s) (please 
Identify below): 

Fee Determination Record 



Remarks 



SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT 



Firm 
or 

Individual name 



Signature 



John L James 



March 23, 2006 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the USPTO or deposited with the United States Postal Service with 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Application of 

Inventor (s) : 
Dennis E. Parham 



Merchandising Display Track 
Device Of Multiple-Piece 
Construction 

Serial No.: 10/705,666 
Confirmation No. : 5356 
Filed: November 10, 2003 



Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 



Group Art Unit: 3 634 



Examiner: Novasad, J. E. 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is 
being deposited today with the United States 
as first class mail in an envelope addressed 

to: : 

MAIL STOP Reissue 
Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 




fame: John L. James 
Registration No. 28,724 
Date: March 23, 2006 



AMENDMENT 



In response to the Office Action, Paper No. /Mail 
date 02032006, in divisional reissue application Serial No. 
11/096,233 requiring merger of applications, please add new 
claims 25-27 in the above- identified application as follows: 

Amendments to the claims are reflected in the listing 
of claims, which begins on page 2 of this paper. 



1 
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process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and1.14. This collection is estimated to 2 hours to complete, Including 
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the 
amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office. U.S. Department of Commerce. P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313*1450. 
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tfyou need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 



Atty Docket D-2958R E-D2 
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Application of 
Inventor (s) : 

Dennis E. Parham 



Merchandising Display Track 
Device Of Multiple-Piece 
Construction 

Serial No.: 11/096,232 
Confirmation No. : 2333 
Filed: March 31, 2005 



Group Art Unit: 3634 
Examiner: Novosad, J. E. 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is 
being deposited today with the United States 
Postal Services as first class mail in an 
envelope addressed to: : 
MAIL STOP Reissue 
Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Name: John L. James 
Registration No. 28,724 
Date: October 31, 2006 



Commissioner for Patents 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 



AMENDMENT 



In response to the Office Action Paper No. /Mail 
Date 20061018, please amend claim 22 and cancel claims 
18-21 and 23 in the above- identified application. 

Claim amendments are reflected in the listing of 
claims which begins on page 2 of this paper. 

Remarks /Arguments begin on page 4 of this paper. 



1 



CLAIM AMENDMENTS 



10 



15 



20 



25 



30 



Claims 18-21 (cancelled) . 

Claim 22 (currently amended) : a front panel 
assembly for a merchandising display track device, said 
track device being adapted to receive rows of articles for 
sliding movement therealong, said front panel assembly 
comprising: 

9 baSS ad *Pted to receive said rows of article frog, 
said track de vice fo r sliding movement therealong 

a first upstanding vertical member having a top end 
portion, a bottom end portion and a front edge, said first 
vertical member being permanently connected along its 
bottom end portion to said base; 

a second upstanding vertical member having a top end 
portion, a bottom end portion and a front edge, said second 
vertical member being laterally spaced from said first 
vertical member and permanently connected along its bottom 
end portion to said base; 

a third upstanding vertical member having a top end 
portion, a bottom end portion and a front edge, said third 
vertical member being laterally spaced from said second 
vertical member and permanently connected along its bottom 
end portion to said base, said second vertical member being 
intermediate said first and third vertical members; 

a first face m embe r having a too end portion and * 
bottom end portio n a nd bei ng connected t o said fronh pHnp 
of said first v erti cal member, said first face member- 
extending laterally a preselected dist ance from said first 
vertical member toward said second vertical memW, 

a second face member havin g a top end portion and a 
bottom end portio n a nd being connected to said front P Hn. 
of said second vertical member, said . s econd face member 
extending laterall y a p re se lected distance from said sennnH 



vertical member t oward said first vertical member and 
extending laterally a presele cted distance from said second 
vertical member tow ard said third vertical member; and 

a third face membe r having a top end portion and a 
bottom end portio n and being connected to said front edge 
of said third verti cal member, said third face member 
extending laterally a preselected distance from said third 
vertical member t oward said second vertical member; 

a first elongate connecting member having a first 
end connected to said top end portion of said first 
vertical member and a second end portion connected to said 
top end portion of said second vertical member, said first 
connecting member curving outward away from said first and 
second vertical members; 

a second elongate connecting member having a first 
end connected to said top end portion of said second 
vertical member and a second end portion connected to said 
top end portion of said third vertical member, said second 
connecting member curving outward away from said second and 
third vertical members; and 

means for detachably attaching said front panel 
assembly to said track device. 



Claim 23 (cancelled) . 



Claim 24 (currently amended) : A front panel, as 
set forth in claim 2G claim 22 , wherein said first, second 
and third face members are connected to said base. 



REMARKS 

The Examiner's comments together with the cited 
references have been carefully studied. Favorable 
reconsideration in view of the foregoing amendments 
and following remarks is respectfully requested. 

Claims 22-24 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Robertson et al . '091 in view of 
Harbour et al . '316. 

This rejection is respectfully traversed. Robertson 
et al. disclose a track device wherein the front stopper 
member or front wall 226 is integrally formed with the 
track base. There is no detachable front piece. Harbour 
et al. disclose a track device wherein the front member is 
integrally formed with the track base. There is no 
detachable front piece, but there are frangible sections 
for altering the length of the track device in the field. 
These differ from the present invention wherein the front 
panel assembly is detachably attached to the track device. 
Detachability is important because the front panel assembly 
has a greater height dimension than the remainder of the 
track device and requires a larger, thus more expensive, 
box for shipping that wastes space. The front panel 
assembly is detached for shipping allowing tracks and front 
pieces to be boxed separately for shipping for efficient 
use of shipping space. 

Claim 23 has been cancelled and the subject matter 
thereof incorporated into claim 22 further restricting the 
scope of claim 22. 

In view of the foregoing remarks and 
amendments, claims 22 and 24 are now deemed allowable 
and such favorable action is courteously solicited. 
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Applicants have reviewed the prior art made of 
record and believe that singly, or in any permissible 
combination, they do not render Applicants' invention 
set forth in claims 22 and 24 unpatentable. 

Should the Examiner consider that additional 
amendments are necessary to place the application in 
condition for allowance, the favor is requested of a 
telephone call to the undersigned counsel for the 
purpose of discussing such amendments. 



Atty Docket No. D-2 958RE-D2 
Serial No.: 11/096,232 
Amendment A 

Telephone : 770-7 92-0360 
Facsimile : 770-7 92-212 7 



Respectfully submitted, 




John L. James 
Attorney for Applicant (s) 
Registration No. 28,724 



5 




United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box I4S0 

Alexandria, Virginia 223 1 3-1 450 
www.uspto.gov 



| APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


11/096,232 03/31/2005 Dennis E. Parham 
26829 7590 12/26/2006 

JOHN L.JAMES 


D-2958RE-D2 


2333 


EXAMINER 



P.O. BOX 2025 
MARIETTA, GA 30061-2025 



NOVOSAD, JENNIFER ELEANORE 



ART UNIT 



3634 



PAPER NUMBER 



MAIL DATE 



DELIVERY MODE 



12/26/2006 



PAPER 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 10/06) 



Notice of Abandonment 


Application No. 

11/096,232 


Applicants) 
PARHAM, DEN 


NIS E. 


Examiner 

Jennifer E. Novosad 


Art Unit 

3634 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 



This application is abandoned in view of: 

I • □ Applicant's failure to timely file a proper reply to the Office letter mailed on . 

(a) □ A reply was received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated ), which is after the expiration of the 

period for reply (including a total extension of time of month(s)) which expired on . 

(b) □ A proposed reply was received on , but it does not constitute a proper reply under 37 CFR 1.113 (a) to the final rejection. 

(A proper reply under 37 CFR 1 .1 13 to a final rejection consists only of: (1 ) a timely filed amendment which places the 
application in condition for allowance; (2) a timely filed Notice of Appeal (with appeal fee); or (3) a timely filed Request for 
Continued Examination (RCE) in compliance with 37 CFR 1.114). 

(c) □ A reply was received on but it does not constitute a proper reply, or a bona fide attempt at a proper reply, to the non- 

final rejection. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a) and 1.111. (See explanation in box 7 below). 

(d) □ No reply has been received. 

2. □ Applicant's failure to timely pay the required issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, within the statutory period of three months 
from the mailing date of the Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85). 

(a) □ The issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, was received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated 

), which is after the expiration of the statutory period for payment of the issue fee (and publication fee) set in the Notice of 

Allowance (PTOL-85). 

(b) □ The submitted fee of $ is insufficient. A balance of $ is due. 

The issue fee required by 37 CFR 1 .18 is $ . The publication fee, if required by 37 CFR 1 .18(d), is $ . 

(c) □ The issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, has not been received. 

3-D Applicant's failure to timely file corrected drawings as required by, and within the three-month period set in, the Notice of 
Allowability (PTO-37). 

(a) □ Proposed corrected drawings were received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated ), which is 

after the expiration of the period for reply. 

(b) □ No corrected drawings have been received. 

4. S The letter of express abandonment which is signed by the attorney or agent of record, the assignee of the entire interest, or all of 

the applicants. 

5. □ The letter of express abandonment which is signed by an attorney or agent (acting in a representative capacity under 37 CFR 

1.34(a)) upon the filing of a continuing application. 

6. □ The decision by the Board of Patent Appeals and Interference rendered on and because the period for seeking court review 

of the decision has expired and there are no allowed claims. 

7. □ The reason(s) below: 




- E. Novosad 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit: 3634 

Petitions to revive under 37 CFR 1.137(a) or (b), or requests to withdraw the holding of abandonment under 37 CFR 1.181, should be promptly filed to 
minimize any negative effects on patent term. 
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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

This application is abandoned in view of: 



. ), which is after the expiration of the 



1 . □ Applicant's failure to timely file a proper reply to the Office letter mailed on . 

(a) □ A reply was received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated 

period for reply (including a total extension of time of month(s)) which expired on . 

(b) □ A proposed reply was received on but it does not constitute a proper reply under 37 CFR 1.113 (a) to the final rejection. 

(A proper reply under 37 CFR 1 . 1 1 3 to a final rejection consists only of : (1 ) a timely filed amendment which places the 
application in condition for allowance; (2) a timely filed Notice of Appeal (with appeal fee); or (3) a timely filed Request for 
Continued Examination (RCE) in compliance with 37 CFR 1.114). 

(c) □ A reply was received on but it does not constitute a proper reply, or a bona fide attempt at a proper reply, to the non- 

final rejection. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a) and 1 .1 1 1 . (See explanation in box 7 below). 

(d) □ No reply has been received. 

2. □ Applicant's failure to timely pay the required issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, within the statutory period of three months 

from the mailing date of the Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85). 

(a) □ The issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, was received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated 

), which is after the expiration of the statutory period for payment of the issue fee (and publication fee) set in the Notice of 

Allowance (PTOL-85). 

(b) □ The submitted fee of $ is insufficient. A balance of $ is due. 

The issue fee required by 37 CFR 1.18 is $ . The publication fee, if required by 37 CFR 1.18(d), is $ . 

(c) □ The issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, has not been received. 

3. D Applicant's failure to timely file corrected drawings as required by, and within the three-month period set in, the Notice of 

Allowability (PTO-37). 

(a) □ Proposed corrected drawings were received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated ), which is 

after the expiration of the period for reply. 

Zo corrected drawings have been received, 
etter of express abandonment which is signed by the attorney or agent of record, the assignee of the entire interest, or all of 
the applicants. 

5. □ The letter of express abandonment which is signed by an attorney or agent (acting in a representative capacity under 37 CFR 

1 .34(a)) upon the filing of a continuing application. 

6. □ The decision by the Board of Patent Appeals and Interference rendered on and because the period for seeking court review 

of the decision has expired and there are no allowed claims. 

7. □ The reason(s) below: 
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Application No. 
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Applicants) 

PARHAM, DENNIS E. 


Examiner 

Jennifer E. Novosad 
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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U S C § 133) 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )I3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 31 March 2005 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)G3 This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in conditionforallowance^xcept ^ prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) E3 Claim(s) 18-24 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 18-21 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 22-24 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)13 The drawing(s) filed on 31 March 2005 is/are: a)G3 accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)DAII b)D Some *c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2.Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
' See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) El Information Disclosure Statements) (PTO/SB/08) 
Paper No(s)/Mail Date 03X1/2005 . 



4) O Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOl-326(Rev. 08-06) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper NoVMail Date 20061018 



Application/Control Number: 1 1/096,232 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3634 

DETAILED ACTION 

This non-final Office action is in response to the divisional reissue application filed 
March 31, 2005. In this application, (a) claims 1-17 have been canceled (but are present in the 
suspended parent reissue application No. 10/705,666), (b) claims 18-21 are deemed by applicant 
as "not entered" (It is noted that the subject matter of these claims was present in divisional 
application No. 1 l/096,233,_now abandoned, and similar subject matter of claims 18-21 appears 
as claims 25-27 in the parent reissue application No. 10/705,666), and (c) claims 22-24 have 
been added and have been examined on the merits (as advanced below). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 22-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 
No. 5,788,091 (Robertson et al. '091) in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,142,316 (Harbour et al '316). 

With respect to claim 22, Robertson et al '091 disclose a front panel assembly for a track 
device that is adapted to receive a row of articles for sliding movement therealong which 
comprises a base (222); a first upstanding vertical member (224) having a top end, a bottom end 
portion connected to the base, i.e., permanently, and a front edge (right side of Figure 9); a 
second upstanding vertical member (224) having a top end, a bottom end portion connected (see 
Figure 8) to the base and a front edge (right side of Figure 8); a third upstanding vertical member 



Application/Control Number: 1 1 /096,232 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3634 

(229) having a top end, a bottom end portion connected (see Figure 8) to the base and a front 
edge (right side of Figure 8); and means for attaching (254) the front panel assembly to the track 
device. 

With respect to claim 23, Robertson et al. f 091 disclose a first face member QA of 220 in 
Figure 8 - at 226 in Figure 9) and a second face member (other 54 of 220) respectively connected 
to front edges of each of the vertical members whereby each face member extends laterally 
towards the other face member and a third face member (similar to the first and second 
members) and with respect to claim 24, the face members are connected (see right side of Figure 
9) to the base (222). 

The claims differ from Robertson et al. '091 in requiring first and second elongate 
connecting members having their ends connected to the tops ends of the vertical members 
whereby the connecting member is curved outwardly away from the vertical members. 

Harbour et al. '316 teach an assembly comprising vertical members (18) connected to a 
base whereby an outwardly curved connecting member (22) has ends connected to the top ends 
of each of the vertical members (18). 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have provided the assembly of Robertson et al. '091 with a connecting 
member for increased securement of items, such as bottles, placed therein, against tipping. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jennifer E. Novosad whose telephone number is 571-272-6832. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 5:30am-4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter M. Cuomo can be reached on 571-272-6856. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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'EXAMINER: R33 If reference considered, whether or not citation is In conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation B not In conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant 'Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.usoto.oov or MPEP 801.04. ' Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST.3). 1 For 
Japanese patent documents, the Indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. Vlnd of document by 
the appropriate symbols as Indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST. 16 If possible. * Applicant Is to place a cheek mark here H English language 
Translation is attached. 

This coBectton of Information Is required by 37 CFR 1 .97 and 1 .98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which la to file (end by the 
USPTO to process) en application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 end 37 CFR 1.14. This collection Is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time wo very depending upon the Individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should bo sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commta'slofier for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

if you rteetf assistance In completing the form, caff T.-e00-PTO-9l99 (1 -6*00-766-9 T99J and se/ecf opftan 2. 
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United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Addres*: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

"(.Mqfnta 22313-1430 



| APPL NO. 


I FILING OR 371 
j (c) DATE 


| ART UNIT j 


FIL FEE REC'D | 


ATTY.DOCKET NO 


| DRAWINGS | TOT CLMS J 


I IND CLMS | 


11/096,232 


03/31/2005 


3634 


765 


D-2958RE-D2 


9 7 


3 



26829 

JOHN L. JAMES 
P.O. BOX 2025 
MARIETTA, GA 30061-2025 



CONFIRMATION NO. 2333 
UPDATED FILING RECEIPT 

*OC0000000 1 6289020* 

•OC00000001 6289020* 



Date Mailed: 06/15/2005 



RpreiDt is acknowledaed of this reissue Patent Application. It will be considered in its order and you will be 
noS as SSH Z£3t foHhe I examination. Be sure to provide the U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER, FILING DATE, 
NAME OF APPLICANT and TITLE OF INVENTION when inquiring about this application. Fees transmitted by 
check or draft are subject to collection. Please verify the accuracy of the data presented on this receipt. If an 
error is noted on this Filing Receipt, please mail to the Commissioner for Patents P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria Va 22313-1450. Please provide a copy of this Filing Receipt with the changes noted thereon. If 
you received a "Notice to File Missing Parts" for this application, please submit any corrections to this 
Filing Receipt with your reply to the Notice. When the USPTO processes the reply to the Notice, the 
USPTO will generate another Filing Receipt incorporating the requested corrections (if appropriate). 

Applicants) 

Dennis E. Parham, Kennesaw, GA; 



Power of Attorney: The patent practitioners associated with Customer Number 26829. 

Domestic Priority data as claimed by applicant 

This application is a DIV of 10/705,666 11/10/2003 
which is a RE I of 08/967,381 11/08/1997 PAT 6,325,221 

Foreign Applications 

If Required, Foreign Filing License Granted: 06/15/2005 

The country code and number of your priority application, to be used for filing abroad under the Paris 
Convention, is US1 1/096,232 

Projected Publication Date: None, application is not eligible for pre-grant publication 
Non-Publication Request: No 
Early Publication Request: No 
" SMALL ENTITY" 



Page 2 of 2 



Title 

Merchandising display track device of multiple-piece construction 

Preliminary Class 

211 



LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER 
Title 35, United States Code, Section 184 
Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15 

GRANTED 

The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING 
LICENSE GRANTED" followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issued in all applications where 
the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a license may be required as 
set forth in 37 CFR 5.15. The scope and limitations of this license are set forth in 37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier 
license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to revocation upon written notification. The 
date indicated is the effective date of the license, unless an earlier license of similar scope has been qranted 
under 37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14. 

This license is to be retained by the licensee and may be used at any time on or after the effective date thereof 
unless it is revoked. This license is automatically transferred to any related applications(s) filed under 37 CFR 
1.53(d). This license is not retroactive. 

The grant of a license does not in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject 
matter as imposed by any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the 
national security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselves of current regulations 
especially with respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls, 
Department of State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121-128)); the Office of 
Export Administration, Department of Commerce (15 CFR 370.10 (j)); the Office of Foreign Assets Control 
Department of Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy. 

NOT GRANTED 

No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING 
LICENSE GRANTED" DOES NOT appear on this form. Applicant may still petition for a license under 37 CFR 
5.12, if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from the filing date of the application. If 6 months 
has lapsed from the filing date of this application and the licensee has not received any indication of a secrecy 
order under 35 U.S.C. 1 81 , the licensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5. 1 5(b). 
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United States B\tent and Trademark Office 

~~~ UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

United Statin Patent and Trademark OITicjh 
AiWrcw: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Dox 1450 

Alwuuidria.Yusiiui 22313-1450 

wfcw.iuqilu.ijuv 

APPLICATION NUMBER | FILING OR 371 (c) DATE | FIRST NAMED APPLICANT j ATTORNEY DOCKET NUMBER*"^| 

1 1/096,232 03/3 1/2005 Dennis E. Parham D-2958RE-D2 

CONFIRMATION NO. 2333 
FORMALITIES LETTER 

*OC00000001 57881 94* 

♦OC00000001 57881 94* 



Date Mailed: 04/20/2005 



NOTICE TO FILE MISSING PARTS OF REISSUE APPLICATION 

Filing Date Granted 

An application number and filing date have been accorded to this reissue application. The item(s) indicated below, 
however, are missing. Applicant is given TWO MONTHS from the date of this Notice within which to file all 
required items and pay any fees required below to avoid abandonment. Extensions of time may be obtained by 
filing a petition accompanied by the extension fee under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

• To avoid abandonment, a late filing fee or oath or declaration surcharge as set forth in 37 CFR 1.16(f) of 
$65 for a small entity in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .27, must be submitted with the missing items identified 
in this letter. 

• Consent of assignee is missing. 37 CFR 1 .172 requires that a reissue oath/declaration be accompanied by 
the written consent of all assignees. 

SUMMARY OF FEES DUE: 

Total additional fee(s) required for this application is $65 for a Small Entity 

• $65 Late oath or declaration Surcharge. 



Replies should be mailed to: Mail Stop Missing Parts 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria VA 22313-1450 





26829 

JOHN L. JAMES 
P.O. BOX 2025 
MARIETTA, GA 30061-2025 



PTO/SB/53 (05-03) 
Approved for use through 01/31/2004. OMB 0651-0033 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



REISSUE APPLICATION: CONSENT OF ASSIGNEE; 
STATEMENT OF NON-ASSIGNMENT 


Docket Number (Optional) 
D-2958RE-D2 


This is part of the application for a reissue patent based on the original patent identified below. 


Name of Patentee(s) 
Dennis E. Parham 


Patent Number s ~ oc 001 


Date Patent Issued^ ^ ^ „ 
tecemoer 4, 2001 


l^ercll'an^ising Track Device of Multiple- 


-Piece Construction 



1. [2D Filed herein is a statement under 37 CFR 3.73(b). (Form PTO/SB/96) 

Ownership of the patent is in the inventor(s), and no assignment of the patent is in effect. 

One of boxes 1 or 2 above must be checked. If multiple assignees, complete this form for each assignee. If 
box 2 is checked, skip the next entry and go directly to "Name of Assignee". 

The written consent of all assignees and inventors owning an undivided interest in the original 
patent is included in this application for reissue. 



The assignee(s) owning an undivided interest in said original patent is/are Display Industries , m LLC: 
and the assignee(s) consents to the accompanying application for reissue. 



Name of assignee/inventor (if not assigned) 
Display Industries, LLC. 




Signature 



Date 



Typed or printed name Km title of person signing for assignee (if assigned) 
Mark A. Higgins 



This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1. 172. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO 
to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 6 minutes to complete, including 
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the 
amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 



PTO/SB/96 (08-03) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 0651-0031 
i lnrfnf thA p nftftfWrtrt , p^.^« a.. 1 4 oa c . us - Paten * and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

unaer the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number 



STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR 3.73fb> 

Applicant/Patent Owner: Display Industries, LLC. 



Application No./Patent No.: 11/096,232 Filed/Issue Date: March 31. 200 5 



Entit,e * Me ^handising twit Deuic* of Multlnm-wipr* Qnn^xnllon 



Display Industries, LT.n. Georgia Limited Liability Hominy 

f Name of Assianee) /-r..__ _# a .• _ .. t tj 



(Name of Assignee) (Type of Assignee, e.g., corporation, partnership, university, government agency, etc.) 

states that it is: 

1. O the assignee of the entire right, title, and interest; or 

2. □ an assignee of less than the entire right, title and interest. 

The extent (by percentage) of its ownership interest is % 

in the patent application/patent identified above by virtue of either: 

A. [ ) An assignment from the inventor(s) of the patent application/patent identified above. The assignment was recorded 

in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at Reel , Frame or for which a copy thereof is 

attached. 

OR 

B. £ ] A chain of title from the inventor(s), of the patent application/patent identified above, to the current assignee as shown 

below: 

1. From: DennliS E . Parham To . The Mead Corporate ™ 



The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at 
Reel 009090. Frame 0616 or for which a copy thereof is attached. 

2- From: The Mead Cor^t.ion To: Display Industries. t.t.h _ 
The dr^ument vy^s recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at 
Reel OIO996 Frame OOQ1 or for which a copy thereof is attached. 

3. From: To: 

The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at 
Reel . Frame , or for which a copy thereof is attached. 

[ ] Additional documents in the chain of title are listed on a supplemental sheet. 

[ ] Copies of assignments or other documents in the chain of title are attached. 

[NOTE: A separate copy (i.e., the original assignment document or a true copy of the original document) 
must be submitted to Assignment Division in accordance with 37 CFR Part 3, if the assignment is to be 
recorded in the records of the USPTO. See MPEP 302.08] 

The undersigned (whose title is supplied below) is authorized to act on behalf of the assignee. 

M.ark A. Hi xnHng 

Date Jytf^^fflji*^ name 

W-35Q-4801 




Telephone number 

-E ftesidofl^ 



This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 3.73(b). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time win vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggesUons for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer U S Patent 
and Trademark Office. U.S. Department of Commerce. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



if you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 
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H^S^Tv^ Untted States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE ' 

United StutMH Put«nt and Trademark OITiir« 
Addrctt: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Dox 1450 

Alexandria. 22313-14JO 



| APPL NO. 


I RUNG OR 371 
I (c) DATE 


| ART UNIT j 


F1L FEE RECD | 


ATTY.OOCKET NO 


^DRAWINGS J TOT CLMS | IND CLMS J 


11/096,232 


03/31/2005 


3634 


700 


D-2958RE-D2 


9 7 3 



26829 

JOHN L JAMES 
P.O. BOX 2025 
MARIETTA, GA 30061-2025 



CONFIRMATION NO. 2333 
FILING RECEIPT 

*OC00000001 57881 93* 

'OC00000001 5788193* 



Date Mailed: 04/20/2005 



« f? ' S t ac, < nowlsd Sed of this reissue Patent Application. It will be considered in its order and you will be 
notified as to the results of the examination. Be sure to provide the U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER FILING DATE 
NAME OF APPLICANT, and TITLE OF INVENTION when inquiring about this application. Fees transmitted by 
check or draft are subject to collection. Please verify the accuracy of the data presented on this receipt If an 
error is noted on this Filing Receipt, please mail to the Commissioner for Patents P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria Va 22313-1450. Please provide a copy of this Filing Receipt with the changes noted thereon. If 
you received a Notice to File Missing Parts" for this application, please submit any corrections to this 

r,S2? rt Re -n ' Pt Wltl ! your reply t0 the Not ' ce ' Wnen tne USPTO Processes the reply to the Notice, the 
USPTO will generate another Filing Receipt incorporating the requested corrections (if appropriate). 

Applicants) 

Dennis E. Parham, Kennesaw, GA; 

Power of Attorney: The patent practitioners associated with Customer Number 26829 . 

Domestic Priority data as claimed by applicant 

This application is a DIV of 10/705,666 1 1/10/2003 
which is a REI of 08/967,381 11/08/1997 PAT 6,325,221 

Foreign Applications 



Projected Publication Date: None, application is not eligible for pre-grant publication 
Non-Publication Request: No 

Early Publication Request: No 
" SMALL ENTITY " 



Title 



Merchandising display track device of multiple-piece construction 
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Preliminary Class 
211 



LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER 
Title 35, United States Code, Section 184 
Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15 

GRANTED 

The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING 
LICENSE GRANTED" followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issued in all applications where 
the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a license may be required as 
set forth in 37 CFR 5.15. The scope and limitations of this license are set forth in 37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier 
license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to revocation upon written notification. The 
date indicated is the effective date of the license, unless an earlier license of similar scope has been granted 
under 37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14. 

This license is to be retained by the licensee and may be used at any time on or after the effective date thereof 
unless it is revoked. This license is automatically transferred to any related applications^) filed under 37 CFR 
1.53(d). This license is not retroactive. 

The grant of a license does not in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject 
matter as imposed by any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the 
national security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselves of current regulations 
especially with respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls, 
Department of State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121-128)); the Office of 
Export Administration, Department of Commerce (15 CFR 370.10 (j)); the Office of Foreign Assets Control, 
Department of Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy. 

NOT GRANTED 

No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING 
LICENSE GRANTED" DOES NOT appear on this form. Applicant may still petition for a license under 37 CFR 
5.12, if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from the filing date of the application. If 6 months 
has lapsed from the filing date of this application and the licensee has not received any indication of a secrecy 
order under 35 U.S.C. 1 81 , the licensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.1 5(b). 



Receipt of the following reissue divisional patent application by 
Express Mail, label no., ED 054727777 US, Attorney Docket 
Number D-2958RE-D1, MERCHANDISING DISPLAY TRACK DEVICE 
OF MULTIPLE-PIECE CONSTRUCTION, is acknowledged by the US 
Patent and Trademark Office on the date affixed hereon. 

Applicant(s): Dennis Parham 



Copy of reissue S/N 1 0/705;666 
Peliminary amendment-20 pages 
9 sheets of formal drawings 

113260 U.S. PTO 
11/096233 



Check for $700.00 to cover filing fee. 




PTO/SB/50 (06-03) 
Approved for use through 01/3 1/2004. OM8 0651-0033 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. 



REISSUE PATENT APPLICATION TRANSMITTAL 



Address to: 


Attorney Docket No. 


D-2958RE-D2 


First Named Inventor 


Dennis Parham 


Mail Stop Reissue 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 


Original Patent Number 


6,325,221 


Original Patent Issue Date 
(Month/Day/Year) 


December 4, 2001 


Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 


Express Mail Label No. 


ED 054727777 US 



APPLICATION FOR REISSUE OF: 

[Check applicable box) 



0 



Utility Patent 



□ 



Design Patent 



□ 



Plant Patent 



APPLICATION ELEMENTS (37 CFR 1.173) 



ACCOMPANYING APPLICATION PARTS 



Fee Transmittal Form (PTO/SB/56) 
(Submit an original, and a duplicate for fee processing) 

Applicant claims small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27. 

Specification and Claims in double column copy of patent formal 
(amended, if appropriate) 

Drawing(s) (proposed amendments, if appropriate) 

Reissue Oath/Declaration (original or copy) 
(37 CFR 1.175) (PTO/SB/51 or 52) 



0 
□ 
0 

0 

6. 0 Power of Attorney 

7. [✓] Original U.S. Patent currently assigned? 0 Yes No 

(If Yes, check applicable box(es)) 

0 Written Consent of all Assignees (PTO/SB/53) 

[✓] 37 CFR 3.73(b) Statement 
— (PTO/SB/96) 

8. [~| CD-ROM or CD-R in duplicate, Computer Program (Appendix) 

or large table 

9. Nucleotide and/or Amino Acid Sequence Submission 
(if applicable, all of the following are necessary) 

a. CZI Computer Readable Form (CFR) 

b. Specificalion Sequence Listing on: 

i U CD-ROM (2 copies) or CD-R (2 copies); or 

ii Q paper 



0 Statement of status and support for all 
changes to the claims. See 37 CFR 1.1 73(c). 

Original Patent Grant 

□ Ribboned Original Patent Grant 

I I Statement of Loss (PTO/SB/55) 



12. □ 

1,0 
14. □ 

15.0 
16.0 



Foreign Priority Claim (35 (J S C. 119) 
(if applicable) 

Information Disclosure I I Copies of IDS 
Statement (IDS)/PTO-1449 I — ' Citations 

English Translation of Reissue Oath/Declaration 
(if applicable) 

Preliminary Amendment 

Return Receipt Postcard (MPEP 503) 
(Should be specifically itemized) 



17. Other: 



□ 



Statements verifying identity of above copies 



18. CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS 



□ 



Customer Number 



26829 



OR 



□ 



Correspondence address below 



Name 



Address 



City 



State 



Zip Code 



Country 



Telephone 



Fax 



Name (Prim/Type) 


John L. James 


Registration NO. (Attorney/Agent) 


28,724 


Signature 




Date March 31. 2005 





This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.173. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO 
to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including 
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the 
amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer. U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office. U.S. Department of Commerce. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 

ADDRESS. SEND TO: Mai! Stop Reissue, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1 -B00-PTO-9 1 99 and select option 2. 



Under the Paperwork Reduction Act o( 1995. no persons 



PTO/SB/56 (2-05) 

Approved for use through 04/30/2007. OMB 0651-0033 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. 



REISSUE APPLICATION FEE TRANSMITTAL FORM 



Docket Number (Optional) 
D-2958RE-02 



Application as Filed - Part 1 



d) 
Claims in 
Patent 



(2) 

Claims Filed in 
Reissue 
Application 



(3) 

Number Extra 



Small Entity 



Rate ($) 



Fee ($) 



Other than a Small Entity 



Rate (S) 



Fee (S) 



Total Claims 
{37 CFR 1.16(i)) 



(A) 



17 



(B) 



25 



independent Claims 
(37 CFR 1.16(h)) 



Application Size 
Fee 

(37 CFR 1.16(S)) 



(D) 



100 



If the specification and drawings exceed 100 sheets of paper, 
the application size fee due is $250 ($125 for small entity) for 
each additional 50 sheets or fraction thereof. See 35 U.S.C. 
41(a)(1)(G) and 37 CFR 1.16(s). 



Filing Fee (37 CFR 1.16(e)) 



150 



Search Fee (37 CFR 1.16(n)) 



250 



Examination Fee (37 CFR 1.1 6(r)) 



300 



TotaJ Filing Fee 



700 



Application as Amended - Part 2 





(1) 

Claims Remaining 
After Amendment 




(2) 

Highest Number 
Previously 
Paid For 


(3) 
Extra 
Claims 
Present 


Small Entity 


Other than a Small Entity 


Rate ($) 


Fee ($) 




Rate ($) 


Fee ($) 


Total Claims 
(37 CFR 1.16(0) 


3 


MINUS 


20 


0 


X 25 = 


0 


or 


X = 




Independent 
Claims (37 CFR 
1.16(h)) 


1 


MINUS 


3 


0 


x 100 = 


0 


X = 




Application Size Ft 
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Atty Docket D-2958RE-D2 
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Application of 
Inventor (s) : 

Dennis E. Parham 

Merchandising Display Track 
Device Of Multiple-Piece 
Construction 

US Patent No.: 6,325,221 

Issued: December 4, 20017 
Serial No. : 08/967,381 



Group Art Unit: 3634 
Examiner: Novosad, J. E. 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is 
being deposited today with the United States 
Postal Services as Express Mail, mailing 
label ED 054727777 US, in an envelope 
addressed to: : 
MAIL STOP Reissue 
Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Name: John L. James 
Registration No. 28,724 
Date: March 31, 2005 



Filed: November 8, 1997 



Commissioner for Patents 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir : 

STATEMENT OF STATUS AND SUPPORT FOR CHANGES TO CLAIMS 



Original claims 1-17 claims have not been altered. 
New claims 22-24 are presented in the present reissue 
divisional application to claim subject matter not claimed 
in the original patent. Claims 22-24 correct the error of 
claiming less than applicant was entitiled to claim. 

Claims 18-20 are directed to a front panel assembly 
for a merchandising display track device. The track is 
adapted to receive a row of articles for sliding movement 
therealong. The front panel assembly includes a base with 
first and second vertical members upstanding therefrom. An 
elongate connecting member has one end connected to the top 
end portion of the first vertical member and has its other 

1 



end connected to the top end portion of the second vertical 
member. The connecting member curves outwardly away from 
the vertical members. Means are provided for detachably 
attaching the first and second vertical members to the 
track device. 

New claims 22-24 are similar to claims 18-20 but the 
front panel assembly has three vertical members and two 
elongate connecting members for two rows of articles. 
Means are provided for detachably attaching the front panel 
assembly to the track device. 

Support for the new claims exists in drawings, 
particularly Figures 1-3, 6-10 and 14, and throughout the 
specification, particularly the following: 

Lines 

45-47, 64-67 
1-2, 8-25, 57-67 
14-33, 61-67 
1-20 



Column 

4 

5 

6 

7 



Respectfully submitted, 

John L. James 

Attorney for Applicant (s) 

Registration No. 28,724 

Atty Docket No. D-2958RE 
Statement of Status and Support 
Telephone : 770-792-03 60 
Facsimile : 770-7 92-0360 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Application of 

Inventor (s) : 
Dennis E . Parham 

Merchandising Display Track 
Device Of Multiple-Piece 
Construction 

Serial No. : Unassigned 
Filed: Herewith 



Group Art Unit: 3634 



Examiner: Novosad, J. E. 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is 
being deposited today with the United States 
Postal Services as Express Mail, mailing 
label ED 054727777 US, in an envelope 
addressed to: : 
MAIL STOP Reissue 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Name: John L James 
Registration No. 28,724 
Date: March 31, 2005 



Commissioner for Patents 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Prior to examination of the above- identified 
reissue application, please amend the above-identified 
application as follows: In the specification please amend 
the paragraphs beginning at column 2 line 47, column 3 
line 37, and column 4 line 30; and cancel claim 1 and add 
new claims 22-24 . 
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SPECIFICATION AMENDMENTS 
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Please amend the paragraph beginning at column 2 
line 47 to read as follows: 

The present invention in [[a]] still another aspect 
provides a merchandising track device comprising an elongate 
body, and a front piece formed as a discrete structure and 
attached to the front end of the body. The body comprises a 
track base for carrying a row of articles for sliding 
movement along the body, and at least one article-guiding 
side wall upstanding from the track base and extending along 
the body. The front piece provides a stopper for preventing 
the leading article in the row from exiting the track 
device. The front piece comprises a deck for supporting the 
leading article, at least one longitudinally extending 
15 upright wall upstanding from the deck and disposed in 

general longitudinal alignment with the one side wall, and 
locking means for interconnecting the one upright wall and 
the one side wall to lock the front piece in position 
relative to the body. 

20 
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Please amend the paragraph beginning at column 3 
line 37 to read as follows: 

The present invention in a further aspect provides a 
merchandising track device comprising an elongate body and 
an attached front piece. The body comprises a track base for 
supporting a row of articles for sliding movement along the 
body, and a tongue extending forwardly from the track base 
and defining the forward end of the body. The front piece 
providc Provides a stopper for the leading article in the 
row. The front piece comprises a deck for supporting the 
leading article which deck has a socket for receiving the 
tongue so that the deck and the track base are 
interconnected to form a continuous floor for slidably 
15 supporting the articles. 
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Please amend the paragraphs beginning at column 4 
line 30 to read as follows: 

FIG. 1 illustrates a display shelf unit assembled 
5 from multiple track devices according to the present 
invention. This shelf unit is designed to merchandise 
articles C such as bottled or canned drink products. The 
shelf unit includes a plurality of elongate track devices 20 
detachably interconnected in a side -by- side , transversely 

10 adjacent relationship. The number of the track device track 
devices 20 used to assemble the shelf unit is determined 
such that the size of the shelf unit is suitable for 
placement onto an existing display shelf in a retail store 
in which the unit is desired to be installed. The 

15 interconnection of two adjacent track devices is achieved by 
connecting means such as connector slots 80 (shown in FIG. 
1) cooperating with L-shaped horizontal connector elements 
82 (only one shown in FIG. 2) . Details of the slots 80 and 
the elements 82 are described in U.S. Pat. No. 5,634,564 

20 which is hereby incorporated by reference. Additional 

connecting means are provided at the front portion of each 
device which additional means will be described later. 
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CLAIM AMENDMENTS 
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Claim 1 (canceled) : A merchandising track device 
for displaying articles, said track device comprising: 
first and second elongate track members formed 
separately as two discrete structures, said first and second 
members being connected together in an end-to-end, 
longitudinally adjacent, relationship, each of said members 
comprising a track base for carrying articles for sliding 
movement along said each member, and at least one 
article-guiding side wall upstanding from said track base of 
said each member and extending along said each member, said 
one side wall of said first member being disposed in general 
longitudinal alignment with said one side wall of said 
second member and including a portion extending upwardly 
above an upper edge of said one side wall of said second 
member, said one side wall of said second member having a 
cutout opening to said upper edge thereof and to opposite 
side surfaces thereof; 

locking means integrally formed with said first 
member for interconnecting said one side wall of said first 
member and said one side wall of said second member to lock 
said members in position relative to each other, said 
locking means comprising a flexible overhang extending 
rearward from said portion of said one side wall of said 
first member and disposed over said upper edge of said one 
25 side wall of said second member, said flexible overhang 
engages side of said one side wall of said second member 
with a lug formed integrally with said overhang and received 
in said cutout, whereby longitudinal displacement of said 



15 



20 
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one side wall of said first member relative to said one side 
wall of said second member is prevented; and 

a pair of engaging tabs provided disposed 
respectively alongside said opposite side surfaces of said 
one side wall of said second member with at least one of 
said engaging tabs formed on said lug so that lateral 
displacement of said one side wall of said first member 
relative to said one side wall of said second member is 
prevented. 

Claim 2 (canceled) : a merchandising track device 
for displaying articles, said track device comprising: 

an elongate body having a forward end, said body 
comprising a track base for carrying a row of articles for 
sliding movement along said body, a tongue extending 
forwardly from said track base and defining said forward end 
of said body, and at least one article-guiding side wall 
upstanding from said track base and extending along said 
body ; 

a front piece formed as a discrete structure 
separate from said body and attached to said forward end of 
said body to provide a stopper for preventing a leading 
article in said row from exiting said track device, said 
front piece comprising a deck for supporting said leading 
article, at least one upright wall upstanding from said deck 
and disposed in general longitudinal alignment with said one 
side wall, said one upright wall including a portion 
extending upwardly above an upper edge of said one sidewall; 
and locking means for interconnecting said one upright wall 
and said one side wall to lock said front piece in position 
relative to said body, said locking means including a 
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flexible overhang integrally f orme d with said front piece 
and extending rearward from said portion of said one upright 
wall and disposed over said upper edge of said one side wall 
with said flexible overhang flexing to either side of said 
one side wall of said second member; and 

a pair of engaging tabs disposed respectively 
alongside opposite side surfaces of said one side wall, at 
least one of said engaging tabs being integrally formed with 
said overhang, whereby lateral displacement of said one 
upright wall relative to said one side wall is prevented, 
and wherein one sidewall has a cutout opening to said upper 
edge and said opposite side surface thereof, and at 

least one engaging tab is formed on a lug to engage 
35 in said cutout. 
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Claim 3 (canceled) : The track device according to 
claim 2, wherein said lug has a thickness greater than a 
thickness of said one side wall, and both said engaging tabs 
are formed on said lug. 

Claim 4 (canceled) : The track device according to 
claim 2, wherein said tongue is provided with a hooking 
element projecting therefrom, and said deck has a strip 
portion having a front and rear opposed faces, said front 
face providing an edge for engaging said hooking element to 
prevent forward displacement of said front piece with 
respect to said body, said rear face sloping to facilitate 
insertion of said tongue into said socket. 
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Claim 5 (canceled) : The track device according to 
claim 4, wherein said engaging edge of said deck extends 
transversely of said body. 

Claim 6 (canceled) : The track device according to 
claim 5, wherein said strip portion is provided by said 
lower wall and extends transversely of said body, said rear 
face of said strip portion sloping downwardly and 
rearwardly, said hooking element projecting downwardly from 
a lower surface of said tongue. 

Claim 7 (canceled) : The track device according to 
claim 4, wherein said tongue is formed with at least one 
notch for dividing said tongue into plural portions so that 
one of said plural portions exhibits substantial 
flexibility, and said one of said plural portions is 
provided with said hooking element. 

Claim 8 (canceled) : The track device according to 
claim 2, wherein said engaging tabs are disposed with a 
lateral gap therebetween to receive in said gap an edge of 
said one sidewall. 

Claim 9 (canceled) : The track device according to 
claim 8, wherein said engaging tabs are opposed to each 
other across a thickness of said one side wall. 

# 

Claim 10 (canceled) : The track device according to 
claim 8, wherein said engaging tabs are disposed at 
positions offset from each other along a length of said one 
side wall . 
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Claim 11 (canceled) : The track device according to 
claim 2, wherein said body and said front piece are formed 
from different material. 

Claim 12 (canceled) : The track device according to 
claim 11, wherein said body is molded of polystyrene, and 
said front piece is molded of polycarbonate. 

Claim 13 (canceled) : The track device according to 
claim 2, wherein said tongue is formed with at least one 
notch for dividing said tongue into plural portions so that 
one of said plural portions exhibits substantial 
flexibility, and said one of said plural portions is 
provided with said hooking element. 

Claim 14 (canceled) : A merchandising track device 
for displaying articles, said track device comprising: 

first and second elongate track members formed 
separately as two discrete structures, said first and second 
members being connected together in an end-to-end, 
longitudinally adjacent relationship, each of said members 
comprising a track base for carrying articles for sliding 
movement along said each member, and at least one 
article-guiding side wall upstanding from said track base of 
said each member and extending along said each member, said 
one side wall of said first member being disposed in general 
longitudinal alignment with said one side wall of said 
second member and including a portion extending upwardly 
above an upper edge of said one side wall of said second 
member, said one side wall of said second member having a 



cutout opening to said upper edge thereof and to opposite 
side surfaces thereof; 

said second member comprising a tongue extending 
longitudinally from said track base of said second member, 

20 said tongue defining an end of said second member, said 

first member having an end-opening socket for receiving said 
tongue so that said track bases of said first and second 
members are interconnected, said tongue being formed on said 
track base of said second member such that an upper surface 

25 of said tongue is disposed below an upper surface of said 

track base of said second member to allow said upper surface 
of said track base of said second member and an upper 
surface of said track base of said first member to form a 
continuous floor for slidably supporting said articles, 

30 wherein said track base of said first member comprises upper 
and lower opposed walls, and said socket is defined between 
said upper and lower walls; and 

locking means integrally formed with said first 
member for interconnecting said one side wall of said first 

35 member and said one side wall of said second member to lock 
said members in position relative to each other, said 
locking means comprising a flexible overhang extending 
rearward from said portion of said one side wall of said 
first member and disposed over said upper edge of said one 

40 side wall of said second member with said flexible overhang 
flexing to either side of said one side wall of said second 
member, and a lug with tabs formed integrally with and 
extending from said overhang and received in said cutout, 
whereby longitudinal displacement of said one side wall of 

45 said first member relative to said one side wall of said 
second member is prevented. 

10 



Claim 15 (canceled) : The track device according to 
claim 14, wherein said tongue is provided with a hooking 
element projecting therefrom, and said track base of said 
first member has a strip portion having a front and rear 
opposed faces, said front face providing an edge for 
engaging said hooking element to prevent longitudinal 
displacement of said first member with respect to said 
second member, said rear face sloping to facilitate 
insertion of said tongue into said socket. 

Claim 16 (canceled) : A merchandising track device 
for displaying articles, said track device comprising: 

an elongate body having a forward end, said body 
comprising a track base for carrying a row of articles for 
sliding movement along said body, a tongue extending 
forwardly from said track base and defining said forward end 
of said body, and at least one article-guiding side wall 
upstanding from said track base and extending along said 
body ; and 

a front piece formed as a discrete structure 
separate from said body and attached to said forward end of 
said body to provide a stopper for preventing a leading 
article in said row from exiting said track device, said 
front piece comprising a deck for supporting said leading 
article, said deck having a socket for receiving said tongue 
so that said deck and said track base are interconnected, 
said tongue being formed on said track base such that an 
upper surface of said tongue is disposed be low an upper 
surface of said track base to allow said upper surface of 
said track base and an upper surface of said deck to form a 



continuous floor for slidably supporting said articles, at 
least one upright wall upstanding from said deck and 
disposed in general longitudinal alignment with said one 
side wall, said one upright wall including a portion 
extending upwardly above an upper edge of said one sidewall; 
and locking means integrally formed with said front piece 
for interconnecting said one upright wall with said one side 
wall to lock said front piece in position relative to said 
body, said locking means including a flexible overhang 
extending rearward from said portion of said one upright 
wall and disposed over said upper edge of said one side wall 
having said cutout, said flexible overhang flexing to either 
side of said one side wall of said second member; and 
a pair of engaging tabs disposed respectively 
alongside opposite side surfaces of said one side wall in a 
cutout with at least one of said engaging tabs being 
integrally formed with said overhang so that lateral 
displacement of said one upright wall relative to said one 
side wall is prevented. 

Claim 17 (canceled) : The track device according to 
claim 16, wherein said tongue is provided with a hooking 
element projecting therefrom, and said deck has a strip 
portion having front and rear opposed faces, said front face 
providing an edge for engaging said hooking element to 
prevent forward displacement of said front piece with 
respect to said body, said rear face sloping to facilitate 
insertion of said tongue into said socket. 



Claim 18 (not entered) : A front panel assembly 
for a merchandising display track device, said track devi 
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being adapted to receive a row of articles for sliding 
movement therealong, said front panel assembly, comprising: 
5 a base adapted to receive said row of articles for 

sliding movement therealong; 

a first upstanding vertical member having a top end 
portion, a bottom end portion and a front edge, said first 
vertical member being connected along its bottom end 

10 portion to said base; 

a second upstanding vertical member having a top end 
portion, a bottom end portion and a front edge, said second 
vertical member being laterally spaced from said first 
vertical member and connected along its bottom end portion 

15 to said base; 

an elongate connecting member having a first end 
connected to said top end portion of said first vertical 
member and a second end portion connected to said top end 
portion of said second vertical member, said connecting 

20 member curving outwardly away from said vertical members; 
and 

means for detachably attaching said first and second 
vertical members to said track device. 

Claim 19 (not entered): A front panel, as set 
forth in claim 18, including: 

a first face member connected to said front edge of 
said first vertical member, said first face member 
5 extending laterally a preselected distance from said first 
vertical member toward said second vertical member; and 

a second face member connected to said front edge of 
said second vertical member, said second face member 
extending laterally a preselected distance from said second 
10 vertical member toward said first vertical member. 
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Claim 20 (not entered): A front panel, as set 

forth in claim 19, wherein said first and second face 
members are connected to said base. 

Claim 21 (not entered) : A front panel assembly 

for a merchandising display track device, said track device 
having a track base adapted to receive a row of articles 
for sliding movement therealong, t said front panel assembly, 
comprising : 

a floor deck adapted to receive said row of articles 
for sliding movement therealong; 

a first upstanding vertical member having a top end, 
a bottom end portion and a front edge, said first vertical 
member being connected along its bottom end portion to said 
floor deck; 

a second upstanding vertical member having a top 
end, a bottom end portion and a front edge, said second 
vertical member being laterally spaced from said first 
vertical member and connected along its bottom end portion 
to said floor deck; 

an elongate connecting member having a first end 
connected to said top end of said first vertical member and 
a second end portion connected to said top end of said 
second vertical member, said connecting member curving 
outwardly away from said vertical members; and 

means for detachably attaching said floor deck to 
said track base. 

Claim 22 (new) : A front panel assembly for a 

merchandising display track device, said track device being 
adapted to receive rows of articles for sliding movement 
therealong, said front panel assembly, comprising: 

a base; 

a first upstanding vertical member having a top end 
portion, a bottom end portion and a front edge, said first 

14 



vertical member being connected along its bottom end 
portion to said base; 
10 a second upstanding vertical member having a top end 

portion, a bottom end portion and a front edge, said second 
vertical member being laterally spaced from said first 
vertical member and connected along its bottom end portion 
to said base; 

15 a third upstanding vertical member having a top end 

portion, a bottom end portion and a front edge, said third 
vertical member being laterally spaced from said second 
vertical member and connected along its bottom end portion 
to said base, said second vertical member being 

20 intermediate said first and third vertical members; 

a first elongate connecting member having a first 
end connected to said top end portion of said first 
vertical member and a second end portion connected to said 
top end portion of said second vertical member, said first 

25 connecting member curving outward away from said first and 
second vertical members; 

a second elongate connecting member having a first 
end connected to said top end portion of said second 
vertical member and a second end portion connected to said 

30 top end portion of said third vertical member, said second 
connecting member curving outward away from said second and 
third vertical members; and 

means for detachably attaching said front panel 
assembly to said track device. 

35 

Claim 23 (new): A front panel, as set forth 

in claim 22, including: 

a first face member having a top end portion and a 
bottom end portion and being connected to said front edge 
5 of said first vertical member, said first face member 

extending laterally a preselected distance from said first 
vertical member toward said second vertical member; 



a second face member having a top end portion and a 
bottom end portion and being connected to said front edge 
•0 of said second vertical member, said second face member 

extending laterally a preselected distance from said second 
vertical member toward said first vertical member and 
extendmg laterally a preselected distance from said second 
vertical member toward said third vertical member; and 

a third face member having a top end portion and a 
bottom end portion and being connected to said front edge 
of said third vertical member, said third face member 
extending laterally a preselected distance from said third 
vertical member toward said second vertical member 

0 

Claim 24 (new): A front panel, as set forth 

m claim 26, wherein said first, second and third face 
members are connected to said base. 
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REMARKS 

Consideration of the claims is respectfully requested. New claims 22- 
24 are directed to a front panel assembly for a 
merchandising display track device. The track is adapted 
to receive rows of articles for sliding movement 
therealong. The front panel assembly includes a base with 
first, second and third vertical members upstanding 
therefrom. A first elongate connecting member has one end 
connected to the top end portion of the first vertical 
member and a second end portion connected to the top end 
portion of the second vertical member. A second elongate 
connecting member has one end connected to the top end 
portion of the second vertical member and the other end 
portion connected to the top end portion of the third 
vertical member. The connecting members curve outward away 
from the vertical members. Means are provided for 
detachably attaching the front panel assembly to the track 
device. 

Support for the new claims exists in drawings, 
particularly Figures 1 and 11-14, and throughout the 
specification, particularly the following: 



Column Lines 

4 45-47, 64-67 

5 1-2, 8-25, 57-67 

6 14-33, 61-67 

7 1-20 



U.S. Patent No. 6,189,734 Bl which issued 02/02/01 
Apps et al . discloses a gravity feed dispensing device with 
a basket 60. The track device holds bottles by the neck 
and the basket 60 hangs downwardly from the track. This 
differs from the present invention which requires that the 
articles slide along the track and front piece and that the 
vertical members of the front piece extend upwardly. 
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U.S. Patent No. 6,142,316 which issued 11/07/00 to 
Harbour et al . discloses a track device with upstanding 
guide members or sidewalls 18 attached to a floor 26. An 
arcuate front wall member 22 connects the top potions of 
the sidewalls. According to column 9 lines 9-15, the guide 
members or sidewalls 18 are preferably integrally formed 
with the module 16 although other suitable means may be 
used to attach the guide members 18 to both the floor 26 as 
well as to upright posts or reinforcing members 28. 
Harbour et al . are silent on the other suitable means, but 
sonic welding techniques are well known, as well as 
permanent adhesives, which yield a one-piece unit. Harbour 
et al. teach away from the present invention which is 
directed to a multiple-piece track device with a detachable 
front piece. 

U.S. Patent No. 5, 971,204 which issued 10/26/99 to Apps 
discloses a bottle dispenser with a basket 16 for 
displaying bottles. The basket 16 has opposing flanges 38 
for engagement along the peripheral edge 4 0 of the second 
aperture 34 of the housing 12. Apps lacks an elongate 
connecting member as required by the claims. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,862,923 which issued 01/26/99 to 
Nordquist et al . discloses a shelf device with a bracket 56 
to stop forward motion of products 58, 60. Nordquist et 
al. lack an elongate connecting member as required by the 
claims . 

U.S. Patent No. 5,788,091 which issued 08/04/98 to 
Robertson et al . discloses a gravity feed dispensing device 
that holds bottles by the neck. This differs from the 
present invention which requires that the articles slide 
along the track and that the vertical members of the front 
piece extend upwardly. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,685,664 which issued 11/11/97 to 
Parham et al . discloses a gravity feed dispensing device 
that holds bottles by the neck. This differs from the 
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present invention which requires that the articles slide 
along the track and that the vertical members of the front 
piece extend upwardly. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,645,176 which issued 07/08/97 to Jay 
discloses an elongate channel of an integral, one-piece 
unitary construction formed in a single plastic molding 
operation. Jay teaches away from the present invention 
which is directed to a multiple-piece tack device. 

U.S. Patent No. 4,205,763 which issued 06/03/80 to 
Merl discloses a dispenser 10 having a storage compartment 
14 and a dispenser portion 20. The dispenser portion 20 
has a horizontal platform 22 upon which containers drop and 
rest. The dispenser portion 20 is bordered at its forward 
end by an integrally formed guard rail 24 for guiding the 
containers as they drop on platform 22 and for holding the 
containers in the vertical presentment position prior to 
their being removed from the platform 22. The containers 
roll toward the presentment position. Merl thus teaches 
away from sliding containers. 

U.S. Patent No. 2,218,444 which issued 10/15/40 to 
Vineyard discloses a guard rail 11. Vineyard does not 
disclose how the guard rail 11 is attached but it is 
attached to the outside of the other structure. To be 
functional to stop forward motion of the bottles, the guard 
rail must be rigid. Rigid connection means welding since 
no other fasteners are present. The guard rail thus must 
be permanently connected instead of detachably attached as 
with the present invention. 

U.S. Patent No.. Des. 401,436 which issued 11/24/98 to 
discloses an elongate channel of one-piece construction and 
appears to be the same device described in U.S. Patent No. 
5,645,176 which issued 07/08/97 to Jay. 

U.S. Patent Pub. No. 2001/0020606 which published 
09/13/01 to Battaglia et al discloses a track device with a 
front member 40 that pivots. The claims require first and 
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second upstanding vertical members and an elongate 
connecting member connected to the top end portions of the 
vertical members. Battaglia et al do not disclose an 
elongate connecting member. 

It is believed that the claims in the application 
are allowable over the prior art and that the application 
is in condition for immediate reissue. 

Respectfully submitted, 

John L. James 
Attorney for Applicant (s) 
Registration No. 28,724 



Atty Docket No. D-2958RE-D2 
Preliminary Amendment 
Telephone : 770-7 92-0360 
Facsimile : 770-7 92-212 7 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Application of 
Inventor (s) : 

Dennis E. Parham 

Merchandising Display Track 
Device Of Mul t iple - Piece 
Construction 

US Patent No.: 6,325,221 

Issued: December 4, 20017 
Serial No.: 08/967,381 
Filed: November 8, 1997 



Group Art Unit: 3634 
Examiner : Tran , Khoa . 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is 
being deposited today with the United States 
Postal Services as Express Mail, mailing 
label ER 169144744 US, in an envelope 
addressed to: : 
MAIL STOP Reissue 
Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Name: John L. James 
Registration No. 28,724 
Date: November 10, 2003 



Commissioner for Patents 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

STATEMENT OF STATUS AND SUPPORT FOR CHANGES TO CLAIMS 



Original claims 1-17 claims have not been altered. 
New claims 18-24 are presented for the first time. 

New claims 18-20 are directed to a front panel 
assembly for a merchandising display track device. The 
track is adapted to receive a row of articles for sliding 
movement therealong. The front panel assembly includes a 
base with first and second vertical members upstanding 
therefrom. An elongate connecting member has one end 
connected to the top end portion of the first vertical 
member and has its other end connected to the top end 
portion of the second vertical member. The connecting 
member curves outwardly away from the vertical members. 
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Means are provided for detachably attaching the first and 
second vertical members to the track device. 

New claims 22-24 are similar to claims 18-20 but the 
front panel assembly has three. vertical members and two 
elongate connecting members for two rows of articles. 
Means are provided for detachably attaching the front panel 
assembly to the track device. 

New claim 21 recites a track base and a floor deck 
instead of a base. Means are provided for detachably 
attaching the floor deck to the track base. 

Support for the new claims exists in drawings, 
particularly Figures 1-3, 6-10 and 14, and throughout the 
specification, particularly the following: 

Column Lines 



4 



45-47, 



64-67 



5 



1-2, 8-25, 
14-33, 61-67 



57-67 



6 



7 



1-20 



Respectfully submitted, 




John L. James 

Attorney for Applicant (s) 

Registration No. 28,724 



Atty Docket No. D-2958RE 
Statement of Status and Support 



Telephone: 770-792-0360 
Facsimile: 770-792-0360 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Application of 
Inventor (s) : 

Dennis E. Parham 

Merchandising Display Track 
Device Of Multiple- Piece 
Construction 

US Patent No.: 6,325,221 

Issued: December 4, 20017 
Serial No. : 08/967 , 381 
Filed: November 8, 1997 



Group Art Unit: 3634 
Examiner: Tran, Khoa . 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is 
being deposited today with the United States 
Postal Services as Express Mail, mailing 
label ER 169144744 US, in an envelope 
addressed to: : 
MAIL STOP Reissue 
Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Name: John L. James 
Registration No. 28,724 
Date: November 10, 2003 



Commissioner for Patents 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir : 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Prior to examination of the above-identified 
reissue application, please amend the above-identified 
application as follows: In the specification please amend 
the paragraphs beginning at column 2 line 47, column 3 
line 37, and column 4 line 30; and add new claims 18-24. 
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SPECIFICATION AMENDMENTS 



The present invention in [[a]] still another aspect 
provides a merchandising track device comprising an elongate 
body, and a front piece formed as a discrete structure and 
attached to the front end of the body. The body comprises a 
5 track base for carrying a row of articles for sliding 

movement along the body, and at least one article-guiding 
side wall upstanding from the track base and extending along 
the body. The front piece provides a stopper for preventing 
the leading article in the row from exiting the track 

10 device. The front piece comprises a deck for supporting the 
leading article, at least one longitudinally extending 
upright wall upstanding from the deck and disposed in 
general longitudinal alignment with the one side wall, and 
locking means for interconnecting the one upright wall and 

15 the one side wall to lock the front piece in position 
relative to the body. 

The present invention in a further aspect provides a 
merchandising track device comprising an elongate body and 
an attached front piece. The body comprises a track base for 
supporting a row of articles for sliding movement along the 
5 body, and a tongue extending forwardly from the track base 
and defining the forward end of the body. The front piece 
provide provides a stopper for the leading article in the 
row. The front piece comprises a deck for supporting the 
leading article which deck has a socket for receiving the 
10 tongue so that the deck and the track base are 

interconnected to form a continuous floor for slidably 
supporting the articles. 



FIG. 1 illustrates a display shelf unit assembled 
from multiple track devices according to the present 
invention. This shelf unit is designed to merchandise 
articles C such as bottled or canned drink products. The 
shelf unit includes a plurality of elongate track devices 20 
detachably interconnected in a side-by-side, transversely 
adjacent relationship. The number of the track device track 
devices 20 used to assemble the shelf unit is determined 
such that the size of the shelf unit is suitable for 
placement onto an existing display shelf in a retail store 
in which the unit is desired to be installed. The 
interconnection of two adjacent track devices is achieved by 
connecting means such as connector slots 80 (shown in FIG. 
1) cooperating with L-shaped horizontal connector elements 
82 (only one shown in FIG. 2) . Details of the slots 80 and 
the elements 82 are described in U.S. Pat. No. 5,634,564 
which is hereby incorporated by reference. Additional 
connecting means are provided at the front portion of each 
device which additional means will be described later. 



CLAIM AMENDMENTS 

Claim 1 (original) : A merchandising track device 
for displaying articles, said track device comprising: 
first and second elongate track members formed 
separately as two discrete structures, said first and second 
5 members being connected together in an end-to-end, 

longitudinally adjacent relationship, each of said members 
comprising a track base for carrying articles for sliding 
movement along said each member, and at least one 
article-guiding side wall upstanding from said track base of 

10 said each member and extending along said each member, said 
one side wall of said first member being disposed in general 
longitudinal alignment with said one side wall of said 
second member and including a portion extending upwardly 
above an upper edge of said one side wall of said second 

15 member, said one side wall of said second member having a 
cutout opening to said upper edge thereof and to opposite 
side surfaces thereof; 

locking means integrally formed with said first 
member for interconnecting said one side wall of said first 

20 member and said one side wall of said second member to lock 
said members in position relative to each other, said 
locking means comprising a flexible overhang extending 
rearward from said portion of said one side wall of said 
first member and disposed over said upper edge of said one 

25 side wall of said second member, said flexible overhang 
engages side of said one side wall of said second member 
with a lug formed integrally with said overhang and received 
in said cutout, whereby longitudinal displacement of said 
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one side wall of said first member relative to said one side 
30 wall of said second member is prevented; and 

a pair of engaging tabs provided disposed 
respectively alongside said opposite side surfaces of said 
one side wall of said second member with at least one of 
said engaging tabs formed on said lug so that lateral 
35 displacement of said one side wall of said first member 
relative to said one side wall of said second member is 
prevented . 

Claim 2 (original) : A merchandising track device 
for displaying articles, said track device comprising: 

an elongate body having a forward end, said body 
comprising a track base for carrying a row of articles for 
5 sliding movement along said body, a tongue extending 

forwardly from said track base and defining said forward end 
of said body, and at least one article-guiding side wall 
upstanding from said track base and extending along said 
body / 

10 a front piece formed as a discrete structure 

separate from said body and attached to said forward end of 
said body to provide a stopper for preventing a leading 
article in said row from exiting said track device, said 
front piece comprising a deck for supporting said leading 

15 article, at least one upright wall upstanding from said deck 
and disposed in general longitudinal alignment with said one 
side wall, said one upright wall including a portion 
extending upwardly above an upper edge of said one sidewall; 
and locking means for interconnecting said one upright wall 

20 and said one side wall to lock said front piece in position 
relative to said body, said locking means including a 



flexible overhang integrally formed with said front piece 
and extending rearward from said portion of said one upright 
wall and disposed over said upper edge of said one side wall 

25 with said flexible overhang flexing to either side of said 
one side wall of said second member; and 

a pair of engaging tabs disposed respectively 
alongside opposite side surfaces of said one side wall, at 
least one of said engaging tabs being integrally formed with 

30 said overhang, whereby lateral displacement of said one 
upright wall relative to said one side wall is prevented, 
and wherein one sidewall has a cutout opening to said upper 
edge and said opposite side surface thereof, and at 

least one engaging tab is formed on a lug to engage 

35 in said cutout . 

Claim 3 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 2, wherein said lug has a thickness greater than a 
thickness of said one side wall, and both said engaging tabs 
are formed on said lug. 

5 

Claim 4 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 2, wherein said tongue is provided with a hooking 
element projecting therefrom, and said deck has a strip 
portion having a front and rear opposed faces, said front 
5 face providing an edge for engaging said hooking element to 
prevent forward displacement of said front piece with 
respect to said body, said rear face sloping to facilitate 
insertion of said tongue into said socket. 



6 



Claim 5 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 4, wherein said engaging edge of said deck extends 
transversely of said body. 

Claim 6 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 5, wherein said strip portion is provided by said 
lower wall and extends transversely of said body, said rear 
face of said strip portion sloping downwardly and 
5 rearwardly, said hooking element projecting downwardly from 
a lower surface of said tongue. 

Claim 7 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 4, wherein said tongue is formed with at least one 
notch for dividing said tongue into plural portions so that 
one of said plural portions exhibits substantial 
5 flexibility, and said one of said plural portions is 
provided with said hooking element. 

Claim 8 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 2, wherein said engaging tabs are disposed with a 
lateral gap therebetween to receive in said gap an edge of 
said one sidewall . 

5 

Claim 9 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 8, wherein said engaging tabs are opposed to each 
other across a thickness of said one side wall. 

Claim 10 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 8, wherein said engaging tabs are disposed at 
positions offset from each other along a length of said one 
side wall . 
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Claim 11 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 2, wherein said body and said front piece are formed 
from different material. 

• Claim 12 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 11, wherein said body is molded of polystyrene, and 
said front piece is molded of polycarbonate. 

Claim 13 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 2, wherein said tongue is formed with at least one 
notch for dividing said tongue into plural portions so that 
one of said plural portions exhibits substantial 
flexibility, and said one of said plural portions is 
provided with said hooking element. 

Claim 14 (original) : A merchandising track device 
for displaying articles, said track device comprising: 

first and second elongate track members formed 
separately as two discrete structures, said first and second 
members being connected together in an end-to-end, 
longitudinally adjacent relationship, each of said members 
comprising a track base for carrying articles for sliding 
movement along said each member, and at least one 
article-guiding side wall upstanding from said track base of 
said each member and extending along said each member, said 
one side wall of said first member being disposed in general 
longitudinal alignment with said one side wall of said 
second member and including a portion extending upwardly 
above an upper edge of said one side wall of said second 
member, said one side wall of said second member having a 
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cutout opening to said upper edge thereof and to opposite 
side surfaces thereof; 

said second member comprising a tongue extending 
longitudinally from said track base of said second member, 
said tongue defining an end of said second member, said 
first member having an end-opening socket for receiving said 
tongue so that said track bases of said first and second 
members are interconnected, said tongue being formed on said 
track base of said second member such that an upper surface 
of said tongue is disposed below an upper surface of said 
track base of said second member to allow said upper surface 
of said track base of said second member and an upper 
surface of said track base of said first member to form a 
continuous floor for slidably supporting said articles, 
wherein said track base of said first member comprises upper 
and lower opposed walls, and said socket is defined between 
said upper and lower walls; and 

locking means integrally formed with said first 
member for interconnecting said one side wall of said first 
member and said one side wall of said second member to lock 
said members in position relative to each other, said 
locking means comprising a flexible overhang extending 
rearward from said portion of said one side wall of said 
first member and disposed over said upper edge of said one 
side wall of said second member with said flexible overhang 
flexing to either side of said one side wall of said second 
member, and a lug with tabs formed integrally with and 
extending from said overhang and received in said cutout, 
whereby longitudinal displacement of said one side wall of 
said first member relative to said one side wall of said 
second member is prevented. 
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Claim 15 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 14, wherein said tongue is provided with a hooking 
element projecting therefrom, and said track base of said 
first member has a strip portion having a front and rear 
opposed faces, said front face providing an edge for 
engaging said hooking element to prevent longitudinal 
displacement of said first member with respect to said 
second member, said rear face sloping to facilitate 
insertion of said tongue into said socket. 

Claim 16 (original) : A merchandising track device 
for displaying articles, said track device comprising: 

an elongate body having a forward end, said body 
comprising a track base for carrying a row of articles for 
sliding movement along said body, a tongue extending 
forwardly from said track base and defining said forward end 
of said body, and at least one article-guiding side wall 
upstanding from said track base and extending along said 
body; and 

a front piece formed as a discrete structure 
separate from said body and attached to said forward end of 
said body to provide a stopper for preventing a leading 
article in said row from exiting said track device, said 
front piece comprising a deck for supporting said leading 
article, said deck having a socket for receiving said tongue 
so that said deck and said track base are interconnected, 
said tongue being formed on said track base such that an 
upper surface of said tongue is disposed be low an upper 
surface of said track base to allow said upper surface of 
said track base and an upper surface of said deck to form a 



continuous floor for slidably supporting said articles, at 
least one upright wall upstanding from said deck and 
disposed in general longitudinal alignment with said one 
side wall, said one upright wall including a portion 

25 extending upwardly above an upper edge of said one sidewall; 
and locking means integrally formed with said front piece 
for interconnecting said one upright wall with said one side 
wall to lock said front piece in position relative to said 
body, said locking means including a flexible overhang 

30 extending rearward from said portion of said one upright 

wall and disposed over said upper edge of said one side wall 
having said cutout, said flexible overhang flexing to either 
side of said one side wall of said second member; and 
a pair of engaging tabs disposed respectively 

35 alongside opposite side surfaces of said one side wall in a 
cutout with at least one of said engaging tabs being 
integrally formed with said overhang so that lateral 
displacement of said one upright wall relative to said one 
side wall is prevented. 

40 

Claim 17 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 16, wherein said tongue is provided with a hooking 
element projecting therefrom, and said deck has a strip 
portion having front and rear opposed faces, said front face 
5 providing an edge for engaging said hooking element to 
prevent forward displacement of said front piece with 
respect to said body, said rear face sloping to facilitate 
insertion of said tongue into said socket. 



Claim 18 (new) : A front panel assembly for a 

merchandising display track device, said track device being 
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adapted to receive a row of articles for sliding movement 
therealong, said front panel assembly, comprising: 

a base adapted to receive said row of articles for 
sliding movement therealong; 

a first upstanding vertical member having a top end 
portion, a bottom end portion and a front edge, said first 
vertical member being connected along its bottom end 
portion to said base; 

a second upstanding vertical member having a top end 
portion, a bottom end portion and a front edge, said second 
vertical member being laterally spaced from said first 
vertical member and connected along its bottom end portion 
to said base; 

an elongate connecting member having a first end 
connected to said top end portion of said first vertical 
member and a second end portion connected to said top end 
portion of said second vertical member, said connecting 
member curving outwardly away from said vertical members; 
and 

means for detachably attaching said first and second 
vertical members to said track device. 

Claim 19 (new): A front panel, as set forth 

in claim 18, including: 

a first face member connected to said front edge of 
said first vertical member, said first face member 
extending laterally a preselected distance from said first 
vertical member toward said second vertical member; and 

a second face member connected to said front edge of 
said second vertical member, said second face member 
extending laterally a preselected distance from said second 
vertical member toward said first vertical member. 
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8 ' betow" ° f t,,le fr0m inVen,or(s) - of lhe P a,ent application/patent identified above, to the current assignee as shown 

. From: Denniq F, Parham To . The Mead Corporation 

The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at 
Reel wyvyv , Frame Q616 or for which a copy thereof is attached. 



2. From:The Mead Corporation ^ Display Indu stries. LLC. 

^O^OOoJf S feCOr r ed W S,a,es Patent and Trademark Office at 

Reel 010996 Frame 0001 or for which a copy thereof is attached. 

3. From: To . 

The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at 

e — ■ Frame or for which a copy thereof is attached. 

( ] Additional documents in the chain of title are listed on a supplemental sheet. 

1 ?M?lTc 0f assi 9 nmen,s or 0,ner documents in the chain of title are attached 
mu Jbethmmflf,^.!'' 9 -' ,h< ! n" 9 -" 3 ' ^'a"™" 1 documen « « * «™ copy of the original document) 
h^ 1 ^ m accordance W«» 3 7 CFR Part 3. if the assignment is to be 
recorded in the records of the USPTO. See MPEP 302.08] 

The undersigned (wh^oseyitle is supplied below) is authorized to act on behalf of the assignee. 

Mark A. Higgins 
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In re Application of 
Inventor (s) : 

Dennis E . Parham 

Merchandising Display Track 
Device Of Multiple-Piece 
Construction 

US Patent No.: 6,325,221 

Issued: December 4, 20017 
Serial No,: 08/967,381 
Filed: November 8, 1997 



Group Art Unit: 3634 
Examiner : Tran , Khoa . 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is 

being deposited today with the United States 

Postal Services as Express Mail, mailing 

label ER 169144744 US, in an envelope 

addressed to: 

MAIL STOP Reissue 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Name: John L. James 
Registration No. 28,724 
Date: Novembe r \Q , 2003 



Commissioner for Patents 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

AFFIDAVIT OF MARK A. HIGGINS 

State of Georgia 
County of Gwinnett 

Mark A. Higgins, being duly sworn, and having 
personal knowledge of the facts set forth herein, hereby 
deposes and says that : 

1. Prior to 1998 Mr. Dennis E . Parham and I were 
employed by The Mead Corporation. 

2. While employed by The Mead Corporation Mr. 
Parham and I worked together for a number years to 
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Serial No.: 08/967,381 
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Group Art Unit: 3634 
Examiner: Tran, Khoa. 
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MAIL STOP Reissue 

Commissioner for Patents 

P. O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Name: John L James 
Registration No. 28,724 
Date: Novembe r I* . 2003 



Commissioner for Patents 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

AFFIDAVIT OF JAMES DAVID ROBERTSON 

State of Georgia 
County of Gwinnett 

James David Robertson, being duly sworn, and 
having personal knowledge of the facts set forth herein, 
hereby deposes and says that: 

1. Prior to 1998 Mr. Dennis E. Parham and I were 
employed by The Mead Corporation. 

2. While employed by The Mead Corporation Mr. 
Parham and I worked on projects together for eight years. 
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A merchandising 
disclosed. The dc-- 
irack members for: 
The first and scco; 
end-to-end, longih 
! Jer comprises a it 
movement along i 
article-guiding sid 
>he respective mer 
member. The one .• 
in general longiluc ; 
{he second memo; 
locking mechanisr. 
:hc first member at •' 
io lock the first an 
each other. The lo' 
first member for pr . 
one side wall of the :'; 
of the second mem * 
secood member c :: 
nally from its trac^ - 
second member. ' 
socket for receivjr,. : 
first and second f 
continuous floor f< - 



device for displaying articles is 
■ emprises first and second elongate 
• 5cparaiely as two discrete structures. 
.: embers arc connected together in an 
v.iliy adjacent relationship. Each mere- 
base for carrying articles for sliding 
respective member, and a I .least one 
all upstanding from the track base of 
"• and extending along the respective 
- w all of the first member is disposed 
■Ml alignment with the one side wall of 
Hie track device further comprises a 
interconnecting the one side wall of 
: -'ic one side wall of the second member 
:cood members in position relative to 
^ mechanism comprises a pan of the 
•• • ing longitudinal displacement of the 
:st member relative to the one side wall 
r In a track device in another form, the 
; ri*es a tongue extending longitudi- 
"•e which tongue defines an end of the 
first member has an end-opening 
";c longue so that (be track bases of the 
:::bers are interconnected to form a 
viidably supporting the articles. 
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MERCHANDISING DISPLAY TRACK 
DEVICE OF MULTIPLE-PIECF. 
CONSTRUC TION 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to a display track device : 
chandising articles, and more particularly to n . 
shaped track device of a multiple-piece coastructic 
enables low-cost molding of such devices. 

Channel-shaped track devices have been user 
merchandising of a variety of products. The track 
lypically, arc supported on a support surface such a 
in a tilted condition. Each device receives articles : 
so that the received articles slide or gravity feed c 
another to the front of the respective track as the 
articles in the row are removed from the track. Ajikv 
known track devices, two-piece construction dev 
disclosed, for example, in U.S. I'ai. No. 4,478 337 
U.S. Pat. No. 4,724,968 (Wumbacher); and U S ! 
5,240,126 (Foster et al). Wombacher and Foster e: 
disclose a track device having a separate from • 
attached to the track base. Because these patents r 
transversely extending front wall to assure the *> 
strength of the device, the from stoppers taught I 
patents cannot be used to construct some type of 
devices wherein such front walls .ire not desired. Itp 
would conflict with the arrangement shown, for exa- 
U.S. Pat. No. 5,645,176 to Jay where increased vis. 1 
leading articles is intended. 

Fluro's device includes front and rear separate n i 
arranged in telescoping relationship which may be er - 
in Jay's track device. However, the Flum patent requ, 
walls of a hollow, double-wall structure which is r ■ 
expensive but also bulky such ihnl it requires su! 
dead space between two adjaccn: tracks. 

What is needed, therefore, is an improved muliip •• 
construction track device which allows economical 
tton of a variety of designs to different portions of th 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

'fte track device of the invention bas a special ■ . m lor 
firmly connecting two or more separate lengths of i! -. aek 
device logether to create a one continuous track. 

The present invention in one aspect provides a m r-h hi- 
dismg track device comprising first and second c :uatc 
track members formed separately as two discrete sin nes. 
The first and second members are connected togeth< , in an 
end-to-end, longitudinally adjacent relationship. Eat -.em- 
ber comprises a track base for carrying articles for ^Ung 
movement along the respective member, and at Ic mic 
article -guiding side wall upstanding from the track v«s C of 
the respective member and extending along the res u-ciive 
member. The one side wall of the first member is cl .-.used 
in general longitudinal alignment with the one side .v.ill 0 f 
ihe second member. The track device further comprises 
locking means for interconnecting the one side wal. H the 
first member and the one side wall of the second me. iKt to 
lock the first and second members in position relative :o each fi0 
other. The locking means comprises longitudinal reunion 
means for preventing longitudinal displacement of Wk one 
side wall of the first member relative to the one side amII of 
the second member. 

This arrangement allows low-cost application of a variciy 65 
of designs as well as materials to different parts of thv :rack 
device. For example, an expensive mold of a complicated 
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structure can be replaeed by two or more less expensive, less 
complicated molds to form the device of the invention, 
further, expensive material can be used only for a particular 
portion of (he device where the use of such material is 
essential. 

In a preferred embodiment, the longitudinal retention 
means comprises an overhang extending rearward from the 
one side wall of the first member along the upper edge of Ihe 
one side wail of the second member, and a lug depending 
from Ihe overhang and received in a cutout formed along Ihe 
upper edge of the one side wall of the second member. In 
addition to the longitudinal retention means, the locking 
means may also include lateral retention means for prevent- 
mg lateral displacement of the one side wall of the first 
member relative to the one side wall of the second member. 
The lateral retention means comprises a pair of engaging 
tabs provided for the first member. The engaging tabs arc 
disposed respectively alongside the opposite side surfaces of 
the one side wall of the second member, and al least one of 
the engaging tabs is formed on the lug. 

The present invention in another aspect provides a mer- 
chandising track device comprising first and second sepa- 
rately formed, elongate track members. The first and second 
members arc connected together in an end-to-end longitu- 
dinally adjacent relationship, tach member comprises an 
article-carrying track base. The second member comprises a 
longue extending longitudinally from the track base of (he 
second member which tongue defines an end of the second 
member. The first member has an end-openiog sockei for 
receiving Ihe tongue so thai the track bases of the first and 
second members are interconnected to form a continuous 
floor for slidably supporting articles, lliis arrangement also 
allows economical application or a variely or designs and 
materials to di/Verem pans of the track device. 

In a preferred embodiment, the track base of the first 
member comprises upper and low er opposed walls, and the 
sockei is defined hclween the upper and lower walls. 

In another preferred embodiment, the upper surface of the 
tongue is disposed below ihe continuous floor of the device 
so thai the upper surfaces of the track ba.ses may lie in a 
common plain. The tongue may be provided with a down- 
wardly projecting hooking element, and the track base of ihe 
first member may have a transversely extending edge for 
engaging the hooking clement to prevent longitudinal dis- 
placement of the first member with respect to the second 
member. 

The present invention in a still another aspect provides a 
merchandising track device comprising an elongate body, 
and a front piece formed as a discrete structure and attached 
to the front end of the body. The body comprises a track base 
for carrying a row of articles for sliding movement a long the 
body, and at least one article-guiding side wall upstanding 
from the track base and extending along the body. The front 
piece provides a stopper for preventing the leading article in 
Ihe row from exiting the track device. The from piece 
comprises a deck for supporting the leading article, at least 
one longitudinally extending upright wall upstanding from 
ihe deck and disposed in general longitudinal augnraeni with 
ihe one side wall, and locking means for interconnecting Ihe 
one upright wall and the one side wall to lock the front piece 
in position relative to the body. 

The elongate body and the front piece may be molded 
from either plastic or metal (e.g.. aluminum, aluminum 
compound or the like). The body and the front piece may be 
formed from different material. Although any plastic or 
metal may be used to construct the device of the invention. 
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the most preferred material for ihc body is nolv ••■n-ne Pin o u , r,* 

poS h D C ate mOSt ™^ '°' ^ " "rrtVvto toX?^ ^ ° f ° f 

P °A preferred embodiment of the locking means ^ in So V* " CXPl ° dCd ^ ° f ^ **** 

lateral rcteoiiOD means for preventing lateral disph • mcnt 5 nr /• r 

of the one upright wall relative. to the one side wni: Such * * clcv ^«on of ihe from piece in FIG. 3; 

lateral retention means may be a pair of cngagnv. labs F,G * 5 is a lx)Uom P ,an v >ew of the front piece in FIG. 3; 

provided for the one upright wall which engaging ta-s -ire FIG - 6 is « v »cw laken along the line VI— VI in FIG 3 

disposed alongside the opposite s.dc surfaces of the «..,.■ side FIG. 7 is a view similar to FIG. 6 except that the bodv is 

the engaging tabs may be disposed at positions ofis- Mom cm o ■ ' ' . 

each other along the length of the one side wall. 15 NO V 15 a lop plan V|CW of lhc fronl P^ce in FIG. 3; 

Another preferred embodiment of the locking means 10 is an cnlar 5^ fop plan view of the locking means 

comprises longitudinal retention means for preventive Ion- 10 ; 

gitudioal displacement of the one upright wall relaiiv.ftn the F,G - 11 is an cx P'oded top plan view of the second 

one side wall. The longitudinal retention means m.iv com- embodiment of the present invention; 

prise an overhang extending rearward from the one upright 20 F| G. 12 is a front elevation of the joined fronl nieces in 

wall along the upper edge of the one side wall, anJ .1 lug FIG - H; 

fr °T S r llCh 3 ,on 8 iludinal «^:»iion FIG. 13 is a front elevation of the joined bodies in FIG 

means cooperates with a cutout formed along the up,v edge II; and 

of the one side wall to receive the lue. cm \a 

Thr «fof*m^«i;««-^ u. 1 « h,U 14 ^ an cnla ^gcd perspective view of the lockinc 

ine aforementioned lateral retention means mav also be 25 means in FIG 11 '"ciung 

incorporated into the arrangement with the longitudinal 

retention means which lateral retention means comprises a DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 

pair of engaging tabs provided for the one upright wall. In PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

such an arrangement, at least one of the engaging iahx is p, r , ■„ , , 

formed on the lug. In Ihe arrangement where both the 30 , \ ,11 " slratcs a dls P ,av shclf u ™ assembled from 

engaging tabs are formed on the lug, the lug may hive a X/V ,r ° CS accordil] & 10 lnc P'wnt invention, 

thickness greater than the thickness of the one side wall ™»*helf unit is designed to merchandise articles C such as 

Alternatively, in the arrangemeni wherein only one rf the . v °* ? nnt6 dnnk P roducts - ^ shc1 ^ unit includes a 

engaging tabs is formed on the lug, the other tab may he P a? C,0nga,C lrack dcviccs 20 dctac ° a oly intcrcon- 

. formed on the one upright wall or 00 lhc ovcrhanc 35 10 * S,dc * b y-- Sldc > transversely adjacent relationship. 

H* present invention in a further aspect pro,,;e< a ™?™ m ^ 

merchandising track device comprising an elongau- • odv " Lit 7 lhl ' S " C ° f lhC &hclf U ° il is 

and an attached front piece. The body comprise. ?r. * ba c 1. P TT! ° m ° ™ diSpUy 5hclf in a 

for supporting a row of articles f» diHinJ , rclai1 Sl0fC m which lhc uml 15 c,cs,fcd 10 bc installed. The 

the « = lection of two adjacent track devices is achieved by 

base and defining the forward end of the body TV om ? "hT^ T *° (Sh ° Wn in RG 

piece provide a stopper for the leading article in the row l£ 1) cooperating w„h I -shaped horizontal connector elements 

front piece comprises a deck f.» , hc " ac. ng IVdelnK « ^ T FM £ ? ,he ,lols *° a ° d 

article which deck has a socket for receiving the to r e so l l T ! ,n U S ' PaK No * 5 ' 634 ^64 

thai the deck and the track base are ^Z„^T 45 h,Ch 15 hCfCby ,ncor P oralcd ^ reference. Additional con- 

a continuous £r oV d" ^ d nCCUng " ^ ^ of «ch 

In a preferred embodiment, the E 2^^< and 2?* ^ bC ,3,Cr 

lower opposed walls and the socket k M«Z i h^ , Shc!f unit may bc su PP° rlcd on a horizontal surface 

upper a^d loweri and may pfCfcrably bc inco ^rated with a spring-load* 

in.nnihpr^f— a , . 50 P^hcr for moving the loaded articles forwardlv of the unit. 

J ff ueTd mb ?K imCm - lhC U PPf rsurfacc ° rthc An example of conventional pushers is shown in U.S. Pat 

upper surface of the deck and the upper surface of the .rack ported on a forwardly and downwardly tilled surface In a 

fr C h C ° m T P,ain ™ C l0ngUC ma ' V be li,lcd C0nditi0n ' cach track d ^ v ^e 20 operates as so caUed 

d 2 ^e? ma ^r1 ,y Pr ° JCCt r 8 h °°, king ClCmCm ' 55 ^ily feed" dispensing device which'does not req^any 

2.SLfSiS J- ^ 3 lransversel y cxtendin 6 cd & c f ™ mechanical pushers. On a gravity feed device the load* 

10 PrCVCm f °^ ard dfa P'«- artic '« 3 —I tendency nL.J| IS 

^e nwt c .«H P / r T d,y 10 ,he fronI end of lhc «rnck. Ue angle 

me oojects and advantages of the present invention will of tilt from the horizontal may vary somewhat but such an 
De apparent from the following description, the accompa. 60 angle may be about 1 to 20 degrees and preferably about 3 5 
nying drawings and the appended claims. to 8 degrees. The angle of tilt in most applications of the 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS invention may be approximately 6 degrees from horizontal. 

In the drawings r FIGS ' 2 aod 3 il,l,slralc onc of the track devices 20 in the 

FIG 1 is « rv^twM^,. t u ,r • form sc P ara,cd fr °™ the shelf unit. As all the devices 20 are 

from a ZTr ' ^ ^ t**"™ 06 " viflUally lbc samc in s,zc and only one device is 

invemion 1CC ° 8 l ° PK9Cni dCSCribcd hcrcinaftCf As illustrated, the track device 20 has 

a two-piece construction formed of molded plastic material 
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article-supponin'g .«ck base 4 u Inicftid n^s fc w 2 68 ^ nb/68 ° f UP , Wardly Pr ° jCC,ine Paral,e ' 

28, a rear wall 30, and a side lip 32. The side wai 28 is ^ , T "? , 8 " 8rranged such lhal lhe y are trough! 

upstanding from one of (he side edges of the track I. •» e 26 . « lon 8 l ' udl , nal »l'W>meni with ibe ribs 54 of the track base 

The rear wall 30 is upstanding from the rear end of llr'traek I piecc 24 is allach ed <o 'he track body 22. 

base 26. The side lip 32 is formed along the other side cdue ""T"' 'r V'^i sias " f ' he " bs 68 » substantially less 

of the track base 26. The track base 26. the side wall 28 and r,bs 54 so ,h: " wncn lnc h( «!y 22 and front 

the side wall of the adjacent track body 22 (shown in PIG piece 24 are inlerc °™ecled, the tops or peaks of the ribs 68 

I), in cooperation, define a channel for receiving a mw of and ,hose 01 ,he ribs 54 cao lie 'he aforesaid common 

art £ es C 10 P' ane 'o Provide the "continuous floor" for articles. For this 

The from piece 24 is molded separately from ihc ,dy 22 rcason ' lhc vcrll «l size of the ribs 54 is equal to the total 

to provide a frool stopper for preventing the leading article 'hickocssor vertical size of the upper wall 56 and the ribs 68 

in the row from exiting the (rack device. As illustrated in This is besl showri ir > ' T 'G- 7. 

^U^^!l^^ m9k ^- 24i P cluda ' ,nc)tl,ne,v mea "s « provided for the front niece 24 to 

Sfi « c?« ' y CX,e ;S ,ng S ' dC Wa " ° f Upr '^' WJ » ' 5 inltrc °™"' upright wall 36 and the s de wa 28 Such 

e£m" ^ ""•» comp'rises an overhang 

«he opposite side 3SrfI driM w "" t TL 8hl Wa " 36 ,nd cx,endin * rearwarJ alon 8 «PP<r edge 

gener^ongitud^r^nm ' ,2 ?de wal ' ' C S^k"* W h ' 'I^ 8 "' 8 '" 8 72 is formed ' nte «««> 

upper siopper element 38 extends transversely of he device 20 T T^" 8 ? ° a " d depCnds from ,he overhan 8 70 to 

VH^bt^tomp^^Z^StoM b H reCe n« m , a CU10U ' 74 (sh ° Wn in R(i ' 3 > formed in ,he 

waU 36 and a post 42 which is ups.anding from the oilier side SI"] 0 " 8 " S Upper edge ' ^ thickness or trans- 

edge of the deck 34. The uppe, stopped element 38 I e 7* T (sh ° Wn in nG 5 > of ,be lu 8 72 «■ g"»«r than 

portion againsi which the leading article on the respective ' hal ° f lhe S,de Wa " 28 ' 

device 20 rests when ii is arrested by the from piece 24. J5 bcsl shown in FIGS. 5 and 8. a pair of inner and outer 

P i m e '^"flf S ' 0pper ele,,,enl arc described in U.S. engaging tabs 76 and 78 arc joined to the lower end of the 

J .' M5 ' 176 wblch « berc by incorporated bv refer- lu g 72 and extend downwardly therefrom. These eneaeinn 

SK?JTT S ' 0Pper elemen,s 40 ex,e "d upwarcllv from ««bi 76 and 78 are disposed with a lateral gap "G" between 

!y fn a j ^i^ 8 the respective front edges of ihc upright themselves to receive in the gap "G" lhe horizontally 
wall 36 and the post 42. These iower stopper element* 40 ,„ extending periphery of .he cutout 74 The i lustrared^a 

%S*m£ UPPCr S,OPPC '' e,Cmem 38 '° «"« ' llc ing ' abs 76 - d 78 arc disp «« ' " PosiS^'Sfrome^h 

To intercoo.ee, the from piece 24 with the body 22, a ^^Z"'"^ " '"^^ a "' 8ned " 

looguc 44 is formed integrally with ihc body 22 as shown in i„ . 1 1 . , , " , 

FIG. 3. T^e tongue 44 extends" forward! "rom i the irackTa e J^t T' a I ** in RCSS - 2 ' 3 * 6 

26 and defines the forward end of lhe body 22 A r-.ir nf 15 vT [ m ,n Upr,ghl wal1 36 {oco ™<* a »he from 

notches 46 arc formed in the tongue 44 to divide the Sonmic , W lhc adjawo1 like fronl P iecc - Malin 6 w " h 

44 into three portions, i.e., a pai. of side portions 4S and a y f a P erIures 84 ^ e hca ded tabs 86 of a T-sbaped 

medial portion 50. Due to the notches 46, the medial portion ^ Cr0SS scc,,on P r ojeciing sideward from the post 42 

50 exhibits substantial 6exibility. The medial portion 50 is ( o sh0Wn ,n F1GS 4 ' 5 and 9 )- Thcsc apertures and tabs 84 and 

provided along its transversely extending free end ccli*c wiih "0 86 «>opcraic with the aforementioned slots and elements 80 

a downwardly projecting hooking rib 52. and 82 t0 intcrconncci the track device 20 wiih an adjacent 

The upper surface of lhe tongue 44 is disposed In-low a ,ikc lrack dcv|cc - ,n P ,acc of these illustrated connecting 

common plane in which the tops or peaks of upwardly mcans « howcv er, a variety of conventional mechanisms may 

projecting parallel ribs 54 lie. The ribs 54 are formed bc uscd 10 * c «'« adjacent track devices 20 in such a 

integraUy with the track base 26 along the length of the track 45 s »< , «-»o-side. transversely adjacent relationship, 

device 20 to minimize friciion between the track base 26 and The above body 22 and lhe front niece 24 mav be moiH^ 

the articles to be carried thereon. In other words, the ribs 54 from either plastic or met I; however i£ y a «~SS 

coZl 2? P C T nU ° US fl0 ° r HCS i0 lhC af ° rCSaid P°lyW*> Polycarbonate or the like. A^nong « SSc 
is Delow the common plane, the deck 34 is allowed to body 22 is high impact polystyrene whereat the mrZ 

t^i^^3^ y ' r ' C rCfCra,,ly * " C may h3VC Silic0nc 0r some 0,hcr suilablc lub "^nt material 

cm section P * " ° f ' gCnerally ,fapC7 ° idal 55 dispcrscd lhcrcin in ordcr 10 rcducc friciion between the ribs 

The me.nt r rt r „ . 54 and thc artlclcs 10 bc P laccd 'hereon. However, body 22 

it n/nvlt ! PC l " 8 °/; naUng Wilh ,hc l0ni - !UC 44 and lhc from P iccc bc for(llcd fr««" same material 
a provided fo, ihc front piece 24 ,„ the form of a socket 60 For example, when both the body 22 and the front piece 24 

SLSSKS l ^r he U S^ r . an « d l0WCf ° PPOSCd Wa,IS madC ° f a " entirely JlplTilli 

56 and 58 oflhe deck 34 (see FIGS. 5 and 6). The lower wall 60 device may be created. 

2TS ^ - 2^i B i 2 C 6 X 2 1C H mIing l r anSV ? Cly ° f ,hC Thc 1>(,nl P'"«* 24 ^ ^-hed to the body 22 in the 

interfering wnh the side wall 28. Further forward movement 
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of the tongue 44 causes the hooking rib 52 to abut the rear 
sloping face 66 of the strip ponion 62. As the insertion is 
continued, the hooking rib 52 is caused to slide upwardly 
along the sloping face 66 while the medial portion 50 is 
resiiicmly bent upwardly. The hooking rib 52 is thus ,;u.dcd < 
aloog the surface of tbc strip portion 62 until the torque 44 
is fully inserted to allow the hooking rib 52 to snap -engage 
the edge 64 of the strip portion 62 (see FIG 7^ This 
engagement prevents forward displacement or unclesired 
detachment of the deck 34 from the track base 26 

Meanwhile the overhang 70 is slightly twisted to manipu. 10 
late the inner and outer engaging tabs 76 and 78 to receive 
in tbe gap "G° the horizontally extending peripheral edge of 
the cutout 74. By this means, the lug 72 snugly fits into the 
cutout 74 with the inner and outer engaging tans 7f, and 78 l( 
being positioned alongside the inside and outside surfaces of 
the side wall 28, respectively. Such an arrangement of the 
inner and outer labs 76 and 78 is best shown in FIG 10 Tin's 
arrangement prevents both forward and lateral displacement 
of tbe upright wall 36 with respcci 10 the side wall 28 

It will be recognized that many variations may be made tn M 
the foregoing within the scope of the present inveniion. Tor 
example, the track device of tbe invention may include three 
or more separately formed, longitudinally adjacent track 
members, wherein each pair of two adjacent track members „ 
are connected together through the locking means and/or the 
tongue-and-socket joint mentioned above. It should be also 
recognized that each of the first and second track members 
24 and 22 may have a pair of side walJs wherein the side 
walls of the first member 24 are connected respectively to , 0 
the side walls of the second member 22 through (he lockinc 
means. b 

It should be further recognized that the present inveniion 
may be incorporated into a shelf unit wherein multiple first 
track members are molded together in a sidc-by-sidc Ion. 35 
gitudinally adjacent relationship and so arc multip!, second 
track members. An example of such a variation is illustrated 
in FIGS. 11-14 wherein a plurality of track bodies 90 are 
molded together so that the respective track bases 92 arc 
joined together through side walls 94. A plurality of front 40 
pieces 96 are also molded together so that the respective 
decks 98 are joined together and the respective upper 
stopper elements 100 are joined together in scries. Each pair 
of a body 90 and a front piece 96 employs a tongue 102 and 
a socket virtually equal to the tongue and the socket 45 
described in the foregoing embodiment. However, the lock- 
tng means used in this embodiment is different from the one 
in the foregoing embodiment. As shown in FIG. 14, the 
locking means includes an outer engaging tab 104 depend- 
ing from the lug 106 and an inner engaging tab 108 50 
extending rearward from a ledge 110 that is formed on the 
inside surface of the respective upright wall 112. When the 
front pieces 96 are attached to the bodies 90, the rear end of 
the ledge 110 is brought into abutment with the forward end 
of the associated side wall 94, and ibe inner tab 108 is 55 
located alongside the inside surface of the side wall 94 
What is claimed is: 

1. A merchandising track device for displaying articles, 
said track device comprising: 
first and second elongate track members formed sepa- 60 
rately as two discrete structures, said first and second 
members being connected together in an end-to-end, 
longitudinally adjacent relationship, each of said mem- 
bers comprising a track base for carrying articles for 
sliding movement along said each member, and at least 65 
one article-guiding side wall upstanding from said track 
base of said each member and extending along said 
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each member, said one side wall of said first member 
being disposed in general longitudinal alignment with 
said one side wall of said second member and including 
a portion extending upwardly above an upper edge of 
said one side wall of said second member, said one side 
wall of said second member having a cutout opening to 
said upper edge thereof and to opposite side surfaces 
thereof; 

locking means integrally formed with said first member 
for interconnecting said one side wall of said first 
member and said one side wall of said second member 
to lock said members in position relative to each other, 
said locking means comprising a flexible overhang 
extending rearward from said portion of said one side 
wall of said first member and disposed over said upper 
edge of said one side wall of said second member, said 
flexible overhang engages side of said one side wall of 
said second member with a lug formed integrally with 
said overhang and received in said cutout, whereby 
longitudinal displacement of said one side wall of said 
first member relative to said one side wall of said 
second member is prevented; and 
a pair of engaging tabs provided disposed respectively 
alongside said opposite side surfaces of said one side 
wall of said second member with at least one of said 
engaging tabs formed on said lug so that lateral dis- 
placement of said one side wal] of said first member 
relative to said one side wall of said second member is 
prevented. 

2. A merchandising track device for displaying articles 
said track device comprising: 

an elongate body having a forward end, said body cora- 
prising a track base for carrying a row of articles for 
sliding movement along said body, a tongue extending 
forwardly from said track base and defining said for- 
ward end of said body, and at least one article-guiding 
side wall upstanding from said track base and extend- 
ing along said body; 
a front piece formed as a discrete structure separate from 
said body and attached to said forward end of said body 
to provide a stopper for preventing a leading article in 
said row from exiting said track device, said front piece 
comprising a deck for supporting said leading article, at 
least one upright wall upstanding from said deck and 
disposed in general longitudinal alignment with said 
one side wall, said one upright wall including a portion 
extending upwardly above an upper edge of said one 
sidewall; and locking means for interconnecting said 
one upright wall and said one side wall to lock said 
front piece in position relative to said body, said 
locking means including a flexible overhang integrally 
formed with said front piece and extending rearward 
from said portion of said one upright wal] and disposed 
over said upper edge of said one side wall with said 
llcxible overhang Hexing to either side of said one side 
wall of said second member; and 
a pair of engaging tabs disposed respectively alongside 
opposite side surfaces of said one side wall, at least one 
of said engaging tabs being integrally formed with said 
overhang, whereby lateral displacement of said one 
upright wall relative to said one side wall is prevented, 
and wherein one sidewall has a cutout opening to said 
upper edge and said opposite side surface thereof, and 
at least one engaging tab is formed on a lug to engage 
in said cutout. 

3. The track device according to claim 2, wherein said lug 
has a thickness greater than a thickness of said one side wall, 
and both said engaging tabs arc formed on said lug. 
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,J 0 ,? C i CV J" accordin ^ 10 <^im 2. wherein said 

ooguc is provided with a hooking clcmcni projecting 
therefrom, and said deck has a strip portion having a from 
and rear opposed faces, said from face providing an edge lor 
engaging said hooking elemeni to prevcm forward displace- < 
meoi of said from piece with respect to said body, said rear 
face sloping to facilitate insertion of said tongue into said 

5. The track device according to claim 4. wherein said 
engaging edge of said deck exiends transversely of said , 0 

6. The track device according to claim 5, wherein said 
strip portion is provided by said lower wall and extends 
transversely of said body, said rear face of said strip portion 
sloping downwardly and rearwardly, said hooking clement 
projecting downwardly from a lower surface of said tongue 

7. The track device according to claim 4, wherein said 
oogue is formed with at least one notch for dWidmg said 
tongue into plural portions so that one of said plural portions 
exhibits substantial flexibility, and said one of said plural 20 
portions is provided with said hooking element 

S. The track device according to claim 2, wherein said 
engaging tabs are disposed with a lateral gap therebetween 
to receive in said gap an edge of said one sidcwall 

9. The track device according to claim 8, wherein said „ 
engaging tabs are opposed to each other across a thickness 
of said one side wall. 

10. The track device according to claim S, wherein said 
engaging tabs are disposed at positions offset from each 
otber along a length of said one side wall. 

hJ 1 ' ^ lf ! C , k dCViGC accordin H "> claim 2, wherein said 3 ° 
body and said front piece are formed from different material 

12. T*t track device according to claim 11, wherein said 
body ls molded of polystyrene, and said front piece is 
molded of polycarbonate. 

13. The track device according to claim 2, wherein said 35 
tongue is formed with at least one notch for dividing said 
tongue into plural portions so that one of said plural portions 
exhibits substantial flexibility, and said one of said plural 
portions is provided with said hookiog element. 

14. A merchandising track device for displaying articles 
said track device comprising: 

first and second elongate track members formed scpa- 
rately as two discrete structures, said first and second 
members being connected together in an end-to-end 45 
longitudinally adjacent relationship, each of said mem- 
bers comprising a track base for carrying articles for 
sliding movement along said each member, and at least 
one article-guidingsidc wall upstanding from said track 
base of said each member and extending along said 50 
each member, said one side wall of said first member 
being disposed in general longitudinal alignment with 
said one side wall of said second member and including 
a portion extending upwardly above an upper edge of 
said one side wall of said second member, said one side 55 
wall of said second member having a cutout opening to 
said upper edge thereof and to opposite side surfaces 
thereof; 

said second member comprising a tongue extending lon- 
gitudinally from said track base of said second member 60 
said tongue defining an end of said second member,' 
said first member having an end-opening socket for 
receiving said tongue so thai said track bases of said 
first and second members are interconnected, said 
tongue being formed on said track base of said second 65 
member such that an upper surface of said tongue is 
disposed below an upper surface of said track base of 
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said second member to allow said upper surface of said 
track base of said second member and an upper surface 
of said track base of said first member to form a 
continuous flcxu for slidably supporting said articles 
wherein said track base of said first member comprises 
upper and lower opposed walls, and said socket is 
denned between said upper and lower walls; and 
locking means integrally formed with said first member 
for interconnecting said one side wall of said first 
member and said one side wall of said second member 
to lock said members in position relative to each other, 
said locking means comprising a flexible overhang 
extending rearward from said portion of said one side 
wall of said first member and disposed over said upper 
edge of said one side wall of said second member with 
said flexible overhang flexing to either side of said one 
side wall of said second member, and a lug with tabs 
formed integrally with and extending from said over- 
hang and received in said cutout, whereby longitudinal 
displacement of said one side wall of said first member 
relative to said one side wall of said second member is 
prevented. 

15. The track device according to claim 14, wherein said 
tongue ,s provided with a hooking clement projecting 
therefrom, and said track base of sa.d first member has a 
strip portion havmg a front and rear opposed faces, said front 
face prov.ding an edge for engaging said hooking element to 
prevent longitudinal displacement of said first member with 
respect to said second member, said rear face sloping to 
facilitate insertion of said tongue into said socket. 

16. A merchandising track device for displaying articles 
said track device comprising: 

an elongate body having a forward end, said body com- 
prising a track base for carrying a row of articles for 
sliding movement along said body, a toogue extending 
forwardly from said track base and defining said for- 
ward end of said body, and at least one article-guiding 
side wall upstanding from said track base and extend- 
ing along said body; and 
a Tronl piece formed as a discrete structure separate from 
said body and attached to said forward end of said body 
to provide a stopper for preventing a leading article in 
said row from exiting said track device, said front piece 
comprising a deck for supporting said leading article 
said deck having a socket for receiving said tongue so 
that said deck and said track base are interconnected, 
said tongue being formed on said track base such that 
an upper surface of said tongue is disposed be low an 
upper surface of said track base to allow said upper 
surface of said track base and an upper surface of said 
deck to form a continuous floor for slidably supporting 
said articles, at least one upright wall upstanding from 
said deck and disposed in general longitudinal align, 
meni with said one side wall, said one upright wall 
including a portion extending upwardly above an upper 
edge of said one sidcwall; and locking means integrally 
formed with said front piece for interconnecting said 
one upright wall with said one side wall to lock said 
front piece in position relative to said body, said 
locking means including a flexible overhang extending 
rearward from said portion of said one upright wall and 
disposed over said upper edge of said one side wall 
having said cutout, said flexible overhang flexing to 
either side of said one side wall of said second member; 
aod 

a pair of engaging labs disposed respectively alongside 
opposite side surfaces of said one side wall in a cutout 
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with at least one of said engaging labs being integrally 
formed with said overhang so that lateral displacement 
of said one upright wall relative to said one side wall is 
prevented. 

17. The track device according to claim 16, wherein said 
tongue is provided with a hooking element projecting 
therefrom, and said deck has a strip portion having front and 
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rear opposed faces, said front face providing an edge for 
engaging said hooking clement to prevent forward displace- 
ment of said front piece with respect to said body, said rear 
face sloping to facilitate insertion of said tongue into said 
socket. 



Claim 20 (new) : A front panel, as set forth 

in claim 19, wherein said first and second face members are 
connected to said base. 

Claim 21 (new) : A front panel assembly for a 

merchandising display track device, said track device 
having a track base adapted to receive a row of articles 
for sliding movement therealong, said front panel assembly, 
comprising : 

a floor deck adapted to receive said row of articles 
for sliding movement therealong; 

a first upstanding vertical member having a top end, 
a bottom end portion and a front edge, said first vertical 
member being connected along its bottom end portion to said 
floor deck; 

a second upstanding vertical member having a top 
end, a bottom end portion and a front edge, said second 
vertical member being laterally spaced from said first 
vertical member and connected along its bottom end portion 
to said floor deck; 

an elongate connecting member having a first end 
connected to said top end of said first vertical member and 
a second end portion connected to said top end of said 
second vertical member, said connecting member curving 
outwardly away from said vertical members; and 

means for detachably attaching said floor deck to 
said track base . 

Claim 22 (new) : A front panel assembly for a 

merchandising display track device, said track device being 
adapted to receive rows of articles for sliding movement 
therealong, said front panel assembly, comprising: 

a base; 

a first upstanding vertical member having a top end 
portion, a bottom end portion and a front edge, said first 
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vertical member being connected along its bottom end 
portion to said base; 
10 a second upstanding vertical member having a top end 

portion, a bottom end portion and a front edge, said second 
vertical member being laterally spaced from said first 
vertical member and connected along its bottom end portion 
to said base; 

15 a third upstanding vertical member having a top end 

portion, a bottom end portion and a front edge, said third 
vertical member being laterally spaced from said second 
vertical member and connected along its bottom end portion 
to said base, said second vertical member being 

20 intermediate said first and third vertical members; 

a first elongate connecting member having a first 
end connected to said top end portion of said first 
vertical member and a second end portion connected to said 
top end portion of said second vertical member, said first 

25 connecting member curving outward away from said first and 
second vertical members; 

a second elongate connecting member having a first 
end connected to said top end portion of said second 
vertical member and a second end portion connected to said 

30 top end portion of said third vertical member, said second 
connecting member curving outward away from said second and 
third vertical members; and 

means for detachably attaching said front panel 
assembly to said track device. 

35 

Claim 23 (new) : A front panel, as set forth 

in claim 22, including: 

a first face member having a top end portion and a 
bottom end portion and being connected to said front edge 
5 of said first vertical member, said first face member 

extending laterally a preselected distance from said first 
vertical member toward said second vertical member; 



a second face member having a top end portion and a 
bottom end portion and being connected to said front edge 

10 of said second vertical member, said second face member 

extending laterally a preselected distance from said second 
vertical member toward said first vertical member and 
extending laterally a preselected distance from said second 
vertical member toward said third vertical member; and 

15 a third face member having a top end portion and a 

bottom end portion and being connected to said front edge 
of said third vertical member, said third face member 
extending laterally a preselected distance from said third 
vertical member toward said second vertical member. 

20 

Claim 24 (new) : a front panel, as set forth 

in claim 26, wherein said first, second and third face 
members are connected to said base. 
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REMARKS 

Reconsideration of the original claims and 
consideration of the new claims are respectfully requested. 
Original claims 1-17 claims have not been altered. New 
claims 18-24 are presented for the first time. Claims 1, 
2, 14, 16, 18, 21 and 22 are the only independent claims in 
the application. 

The art newly cited with this application is not 
believed to be relevant to original claims 1-17. Claims 
1-13 require locking means and engaging tabs which are 
absent from the newly cited art. Claims 14-15 require 
locking means and a lug with tabs which are absent from the 
newly cited art. Claims 16-17 require locking means and 
engaging tabs which are absent from the newly cited art. 

New claims 18-20 are directed to a front panel 
assembly for a merchandising display track device. The 
track is adapted to receive a row of articles for sliding 
movement therealong. The front panel assembly includes a 
base with first and second vertical members upstanding 
therefrom. An elongate connecting member has one end 
connected to the top end portion of the first vertical 
member and has its other end connected to the top end 
portion of the second vertical member. The connecting 
member curves outwardly away from the vertical members. 
Means are provided for detachably attaching the first and 
second vertical members to the track device. 

New claims 22-24 are similar to claims 18-20 but the 
front panel assembly has three vertical members and two 
elongate connecting members for two rows of articles. 
Means are provided for detachably attaching the front panel 
assembly to the track device. 

New claim 21 recites a track base and a floor deck 
instead of a base. Means are provided for detachably 
attaching the floor deck to the track base. 
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Support for the new claims exists in drawings, 
particularly Figures 1-3, 6-10 and 14, and throughout the 
specification, particularly the following: 



Column Lines 

4 45-47, 64-67 

5 1-2, 8-25, 57-67 

6 14-33, 61-67 

7 1-20 

U.S. Patent No. 6,189,734 Bl which issued 02/02/01 
Apps et al. discloses a gravity feed dispensing device with 
a basket 60. The track device holds bottles by the neck 
and the basket 60 hangs downwardly from the track. This 
differs from the present invention which requires that the 
articles slide along the track and front piece and that the 
vertical members of the front piece extend upwardly. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,142,316 which issued 11/07/00 to 
Harbour et al . discloses a track device with upstanding 
guide members or sidewalls 18 attached to a floor 26. An 
arcuate front wall member 22 connects the top potions of 
the sidewalls. According to column 9 lines 9-15, the guide 
members or sidewalls 18 are preferably integrally formed 
with the module 16 although other suitable means may be 
used to attach the guide members 18 to both the floor 26 as 
well as to upright posts or reinforcing members 28. 
Harbour et al . are silent on the other suitable means, but 
sonic welding techniques are well known, as well as 
permanent adhesives, which yield a one-piece unit. Harbour 
et al. teach away from the present invention which is 
directed to a multiple-piece track device with a detachable 
front piece. 

U.S. Patent No. 5, 971,204 which issued 10/26/99 to Apps 
discloses a bottle dispenser with a basket 16 for 
displaying bottles. The basket 16 has opposing flanges 38 
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for engagement along the peripheral edge 4 0 of the second 
aperture 34 of the housing 12. Apps lacks an elongate 
connecting member as required by the claims. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,862,923 which issued 01/26/99 to 
Nordquist et al . discloses a shelf device with a bracket 56 
to stop forward motion of products 58, 60. Nordquist et 
al. lack an elongate connecting member as required by the 
claims. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,788,091 which issued 08/04/98 to 
Robertson et al . discloses a gravity feed dispensing device 
that holds bottles by the neck. This differs from the 
present invention which requires that the articles slide 
along the track and that the vertical members of the front 
piece extend upwardly. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,685,664 which issued 11/11/97 to 
Parham et al . discloses a gravity feed dispensing device 
that holds bottles by the neck. This differs from the 
present invention which requires that the articles slide 
along the track and that the vertical members of the front 
piece extend upwardly. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,645,176 which issued 07/08/97 to Jay 
discloses an elongate channel of an integral, one-piece 
unitary construction formed in a single plastic molding 
operation. Jay teaches away from the present invention 
which is directed to a multiple-piece tack device. 

U.S. Patent No. 4,205,763 which issued 06/03/80 to 
Merl discloses a dispenser 10 having a storage compartment 
14 and a dispenser portion 20. The dispenser portion 20 
has a horizontal platform 22 upon which containers drop and 
rest. The dispenser portion 20 is bordered at its forward 
end by an integrally formed guard rail 24 for guiding the 
containers as they drop on platform 22 and for holding the 
containers in the vertical presentment position prior to 
their being removed from the platform 22 . The containers 
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roll toward the presentment position. Merl thus teaches 
away from sliding containers. 

U.S. Patent No. 2,218,444 which issued 10/15/40 to 
Vineyard discloses a guard rail n. vineyard does not 
disclose how the guard rail U i s attached but it is 
attached to the outside of the other structure. To be 
functional to stop forward motion of the bottles, the guard 
rail must be rigid. Rigid connection means welding since 
no other fasteners are present. The guard rail thus must 
be permanently connected instead of detachably attached as 
with the present invention. 

U.S. Patent No. Des. 401,436 which issued 11/24/98 to 
discloses an elongate channel of one-piece construction and 
appears to be the same device described in U.S. Patent No. 
5,645,176 which issued 07/08/97 to Jay. 

U.S. Patent Pub. No. 2001/0020606 which published 
09/13/01 to Battaglia et al discloses a track device with a 
front member 40 that pivots. The claims require first and 
second upstanding vertical members and an elongate 
connecting member connected to the top end portions of the 
vertical members. Battaglia et al do not disclose an 
elongate connecting member. 

It is believed that the claims in the application 
are allowable over the prior art and that the application 
is in condition for immediate reissue. 



Respectfully submitted, 



John L. James 
Attorney for Applicant (s) 
^ Registration No. 28,724 

Atty Docket No. D-2958RE 

Preliminary Amendment 

Telephone: 770-792-0360 

Facsimile: 770-792-0360 
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For the Examiner's convenience, the applicant has 
attached a completed FORM PTO/SB/08A hereto. 

Under rule 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a), the applicant submits 
that no specific comments are necessary for any of the above 
cited English language publications; however, applicant makes 
the following comments: The old art cited in the original 
patent is not believed to be pertinent to the new claims. The 
new art cited herein is relevant to the new claims but is not 
believed to be. relevant to the original claims. The parts 
believed to be most relevant are set forth below: 
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CLAIM AMENDMENTS 

Claim 1 (Original) . A merchandising track device 
for displaying articles, said track device comprising: 
first and second elongate track members formed 
separately as two discrete structures, said first and second 
5 members being connected together in an end-to-end, 

longitudinally adjacent relationship, each of said members 
comprising a track base for carrying articles for sliding 
movement along said each member, and at least one article- 
guiding side wall upstanding from said track base of said 
10 each member and extending along said each member, said one 
side wall of said first member being disposed in general 
longitudinal alignment with said one side wall of said 
second member and including a portion extending upwardly 
above an upper edge of said one side wall of said second 
15 member, said one side wall of said second member having a 
cutout opening to said upper edge thereof and to opposite 
side surfaces thereof; 

locking means integrally formed with said first 
member for interconnecting said one side wall of said first 
20 member and said one side wall of said second member to lock 
said members in position relative to each other, said 
locking means comprising a flexible overhang extending 
rearward from said portion of said one side wall of said 
first member and disposed over said upper edge of said one 
25 side wall of said second member, said flexible overhang 
engages side of said one side wall of said second member 
with a lug formed integrally with said overhang and received 
in said cutout, whereby longitudinal displacement of said 
one side wall of said first member relative to said one side 
30 wall of said second member is prevented; and 



2 



a pair of engaging tabs provided disposed 
respectively alongside said opposite side surfaces of said 
one side wall of said second member with at least one of 
said engaging tabs formed on said lug so that lateral 
35 displacement of said one side wall of said first member 
relative to said one side wall of said second member is 
prevented. 

Claim 2 (Original) . A merchandising track device 
for displaying articles, said track device comprising: 

an elongate body having a forward end, said body 
comprising a track base for carrying a row of articles for 
5 sliding movement along said body, a tongue extending 

forwardly from said track base and defining said forward end 
of said body, and at least one article-guiding side wall 
upstanding from said track base and extending along said 
body; 

10 a front piece formed as a discrete structure 

separate from said body and attached to said forward end of 
said body to provide a stopper for preventing a leading 
article in said row from exiting said track device, said 
front piece comprising a deck for supporting said leading 

15 article, at least one upright wall upstanding from said deck 
and disposed in general longitudinal alignment with said one 
side wall, said one upright wall including a portion 
extending upwardly above an upper edge of said one sidewall; 
and locking means for interconnecting said one upright wall 

20 and said one side wall to lock said front piece in position 
relative to said body, said locking means including a 
flexible overhang integrally formed with said front piece 
and extending rearward from said portion of said one upright 
wall and disposed over said upper edge of said one side wall 



25 with said flexible overhang flexing to either side of said 
one side wall of said second member; and 

a pair of engaging tabs disposed respectively 
alongside opposite side surfaces of said one side wall, at 
least one of said engaging tabs being integrally formed with 

30 said overhang, whereby lateral displacement of said one 
upright wall relative to said one side wall is prevented, 
and wherein one sidewall has a cutout opening to said upper 
edge and said opposite side surface thereof, and at least 
one engaging tab is formed on a lug to engage in said 

35 cutout . 



Claim 3 (Original) . The track device according to 
claim 2, wherein said lug has a thickness greater than a 
thickness of said one side wall, and both said engaging tabs 
are formed on said lug. 

5 

Claim 4 (Original) . The track device according to 
claim 2, wherein said tongue is provided with a hooking 
element projecting therefrom, and said deck has a strip 
portion having a front and rear opposed faces, said front 
5 face providing an edge for engaging said hooking element to 
prevent forward displacement of said front piece with 
respect to said body, said rear face sloping to facilitate 
insertion of said tongue into said socket. 

Claim 5 (Original) . The track device according to 
claim 4, wherein said engaging edge of said deck extends 
transversely of said body. 

Claim 6 (Original) . The track device according to 

claim 5, wherein said strip portion is provided by said 

lower wall and extends transversely of said body, said rear 

4 



face of said strip portion sloping downwardly and 
rearwardly, said hooking element projecting downwardly from 
a lower surface of said tongue. 

Claim 7 (Original) . The track device according to 
claim 4, wherein said tongue is formed with at least one 
notch for dividing said tongue into plural portions so that 
one of said plural portions exhibits substantial 
flexibility, and said one of said plural portions is 
provided with said hooking element. 

Claim 8 (Original) . The track device according to 
claim 2, wherein said engaging tabs are disposed with a 
lateral gap therebetween to receive in said gap an edge of 
said one sidewall. 

Claim 9 (Original) . The track device according to 
claim 8, wherein said engaging tabs are opposed to each 
other across a thickness of said one side wall . 

Claim 10 (Original) . The track device according to 
claim 8, wherein said engaging tabs are disposed at 
positions offset from each other along a length of said one 
side wall. 

Claim 11 (Original) . The track device according to 
claim 2, wherein said body and said front piece are formed 
from different material. 

Claim 12 (Original) . The track device according to 
claim 11, wherein said body is molded of polystyrene, and 
said front piece is molded of polycarbonate. 



Claim 13 (Original) . The track device according to 
claim 2, wherein said tongue is formed with at least one 
notch for dividing said tongue into plural portions so that 
one of said plural portions exhibits substantial 
5 flexibility, and said one of said plural portions is 
provided with said hooking element . 

Claim 14 (Original) . A merchandising track device 
for displaying articles, said track device comprising: 
first and second elongate track members formed 
separately as two discrete structures, said first and second 
5 members being connected together in an end-to-end, 

longitudinally adjacent relationship, each of said members 
comprising a track base for carrying articles for sliding 
movement along said each member, and at least one article- 
guiding side wall upstanding from said track base of said 
10 each member and extending along said each member, said one 
side wall of said first member being disposed in general 
longitudinal alignment with said one side wall of said 
second member and including a portion extending upwardly 
above an upper edge of said one side wall of said second 
15 member, said one side wall of said second member having a 
cutout opening to said upper edge thereof and to opposite 
side surfaces thereof; 

said second member comprising a tongue extending 
longitudinally from said track base of said second member, 
20 said tongue defining an end of said second member, said 

first member having an end-opening socket for receiving said 
tongue so that said track bases of said first and second 
members are interconnected, said tongue being formed on said 
track base of said second member such that an upper surface 
25 of said tongue is disposed below an upper surface of said 

track base of said second member to allow said upper surface 

6 



of said track base of said second member and an upper 
surface of said track base of said first member to form a 
continuous floor for slidably supporting said articles, 
wherein said track base of said first member comprises upper 
and lower opposed walls, and said socket is defined between 
said upper and lower walls; and 

locking means integrally formed with said first 
member for interconnecting said one side wall of said first 
member and said one side wall of said second member to lock 
said members in position relative to each other, said 
locking means comprising a flexible overhang extending 
rearward from said portion of said one side wall of said 
first member and disposed over said upper edge of said one 
side wall of said second member with said flexible overhang 
flexing to either side of said one side wall of said second 
member, and a lug with tabs formed integrally with and 
extending from said overhang and received in said cutout, 
whereby longitudinal displacement of said one side wall of 
said first member relative to said one side wall of said 
second member is prevented. 

Claim 15 (Original) . The track device according to 
claim 14, wherein said tongue is provided with a hooking 
element projecting therefrom, and said track base of said 
first member has a strip portion having a front and rear 
opposed faces, said front face providing an edge for 
engaging said hooking element to prevent longitudinal 
displacement of said first member with respect to said 
second member, said rear face sloping to facilitate 
insertion of said tongue into said socket. 

Claim 16 (Original) . A merchandising track device 

for displaying articles, said track device comprising: 

7 



an elongate body having a forward end, said body 
comprising a track base for carrying a row of articles for 
5 sliding movement along said body, a tongue extending 

forwardly from said track base and defining said forward end 
of said body, and at least one article-guiding side wall 
upstanding from said track base and extending along said 
body ; and 

10 a front piece formed as a discrete structure 

separate from said body and attached to said forward end of 
said body to provide a stopper for preventing a leading 
article in said row from exiting said track device, said 
front piece comprising a deck for supporting said leading 

15 article, said deck having a socket for receiving said tongue 
so that said deck and said track base are interconnected, 
said tongue being formed on said track base such that an 
upper surface of said tongue is disposed be low an upper 
surface of said track base to allow said upper surface of 

20 said track base and an upper surface of said deck to form a 
continuous floor for slidably supporting said articles, at 
least one upright wall upstanding from said deck and 
disposed in general longitudinal alignment with said one 
side wall, said one upright wall including a portion 

25 extending, upwardly above an upper edge of said one sidewall; 
and locking means integrally formed with said front piece 
for interconnecting said one upright wall with said one side 
wall to lock said front piece in position relative to said 
body, said locking means including a flexible overhang 

30 extending rearward from said portion of said one upright 

wall and disposed over said upper edge of said one side wall 
having said cutout, said flexible overhang flexing to either 
side of said one side wall of said second member; and 
a pair of engaging tabs disposed respectively 

35 alongside opposite side surfaces of said one side wall in a 



cutout with at least one of said engaging tabs being 
integrally formed with said overhang so that lateral 
displacement of said one upright wall relative to said one 
side wall is prevented. 

40 

Claim 17 (Original) . The track device according to 
claim 16, wherein said tongue is provided with a hooking 
element projecting therefrom, and said deck has a strip 
portion having front and rear opposed faces, said front face 
5 providing an edge for engaging said hooking element to 
prevent forward displacement of said front piece with 
respect to said body, said rear face sloping to facilitate 
insertion of said tongue into said socket. 

10 

Claim 25 (New) . A front panel assembly for a 

merchandising display track device, said track device being 
adapted to receive a row of articles for sliding movement 
therealong, said front panel assembly, comprising: 
5 a base adapted to receive said row of articles from 

said track device for sliding movement therealong; 

a first upstanding vertical member having a top end 
portion, a bottom end portion and a front edge, said first 
vertical member being permanently connected along its bottom 
10 end portion to said base; 

* a first face member connected to said front edge of 
said first vertical member, said first face member extending 
laterally a preselected distance from said first vertical 
member toward said second vertical member; 
15 a second upstanding vertical member having a top end 

portion, a bottom end portion and a front edge, said second 
vertical member being laterally spaced from said first 
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vertical member and permanently connected along its bottom 
end portion to said base; 

a second face member connected to said front edge of 
said second vertical member, said second face member 
extending laterally a preselected distance from said second 
vertical member toward said first vertical member; 

an elongate connecting member having a first end 
connected to said top end portion of said first vertical 
member and a second end portion connected to said top end 
portion of said second vertical member, said connecting 
member curving outwardly away from said vertical members; 
and 

means for detachably attaching said front panel 
assembly to said track device. 

Claim 26 (New) . A front panel, as set forth in 

claim 18, wherein said first and second face members are 
connected to said base. 

Claim 27 (New) . A front panel assembly for a 

merchandising display track device, said track device having 
a track base adapted to receive a row of articles for 
sliding movement therealong and a vertical member extending 
along said track base, said vertical member having a cutout 
opening to an upper edge thereof and to opposite side 
surfaces thereof, said front panel assembly, comprising: 

a floor deck adapted to receive said row of articles 
from said track base for sliding movement therealong; 

means for detachably attaching said floor deck to 
said track base; 

a first upstanding vertical member having a top end, 
a bottom end portion and a front edge, said first vertical 
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member being permanently connected along its bottom end 

15 portion to said floor deck; 

a second upstanding vertical member having a top 
end, a bottom end portion and a front edge, said second 
vertical member being laterally spaced from said first 
vertical member and permanently connected along its bottom 

20 end portion to said floor deck; 

an elongate connecting member having a first end 
connected to said top end of said first vertical member and 
a second end portion connected to said top end of said 
second vertical member, said connecting member curving 

25 outwardly away from said vertical members; 

locking means integrally formed with one of said 
first and second vertical members for interconnecting said 
vertical member of said track device and said one vertical 
member to lock said vertical members in position relative to 

30 each other, said locking means comprising a flexible 

overhang extending rearward from said one vertical member 
and adapted to be disposed over said cutout so that said 
flexible overhang engages a side of said vertical member of 
said track device with a lug formed integrally with said 

35 flexible overhang and received in said cutout thereby 

preventing longitudinal displacement of said front panel 
assembly relative to said track; and 

a pair of engaging tabs provided disposed 
respectively alongside said opposite side surfaces of said 

40 vertical member of said track device with at least one of 
said engaging tabs formed on said lug so that lateral 
displacement of said one vertical member relative to said 
vertical member of said track device is prevented. 
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REMARKS 



This amendment merges claims 18, 2 0 and 21 of 



divisional reissue application Serial No. 11/096,233 
into the above-identified application as new claims 25, 
26 and 27, respectively. New claims 25, 26 and 27 are 
word for word exactly the same as claims 18, 20 and 21 
which were allowed in the divisional reissue 
application. 
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1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) □ Notice of Drattsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) □ information Disdosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date M . 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) O Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 7-05) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 02032006 



Application/Control Number: 1 1/096,233 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3634 

DETAILED ACTION 

This application is in condition for allowance except for the following formal matters: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.177, since claims 18, 20, and 21 of the instant application have 
been allowed, applicant is required to merge the two sets of allowable claims, i.e., the original 
claims 1-17 of Reissue Application No. 10/705,666 and claims 18, 20, and 21 of this application, 
into a single application. 

It is noted that if applicant fails to respond to this requirement, or otherwise refuses to 
comply, the added and examined claims (of this divisional application) will be passed to issue 
alone and prosecution will be reopened in the suspended reissue application (10/705,666) and a 
rejection based on lack of reissuable error under 35 U.S.C. 25 will be made therein. 

It is also noted that since withdrawn claims 22-24 (of the instant application) have been 
filed in another divisional reissue application, i.e., 1 1/096,232, it is suggested that these claims 
be deleted herein. 

Oath/Declaration 
The supplemental declaration filed January 13, 2006 is accepted. 



Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 18, 20, and 21 are allowed. 



United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



| APPLICATION NO. | 


FILING DATE 1 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


| ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | CONFIRMATION NO. | 


10/705,666 


11/10/2003 


Dennis E. Parham 


D2958RE 5356 


26829 7590 

JOHN L. JAMES 


01/13/2006 




| EXAMINER 




NOVOSAD, JENNIFER ELEANORE 


P.O. BOX 2025 
MARIETTA, GA 


30061-2025 




| ART UNIT ; PAPER NUMBER J 
3634 



DATE MAILED: 01/13/2006 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/705,666 Pa 8 e 2 

Art Unit: 3634 

Letter of Suspension 

At the outset, it is noted that on June 10, 2005, prosecution in this application, i.e., 
10/705,666, was suspended for a period of six (6) months, per the reasons set forth below. That 
period for suspension has now expired. 

Since neither of the divisional reissue applications, i.e., 1 1/096,232 and 1 1/096,233, 
claiming priority to this application, i.e., 10/705,666, have been deemed allowable, further 
examination of tins (first) reissue application, i.e., 10/705,666, has been suspended for anojher 
period of SIX (6) months. 

As previously stated, since this reissue application, i.e., 10/705,666, contains only original 
unamended claims, i.e., claim 1-17, and since the Office will not grant a reissue patent which 
does not correct any error in the original patent, further examination of this (first) reissue 
application, i.e., 10/705,666, has been suspended for another period of SIX (6) months. It is 
noted that the divisional reissue applications will continue to be examined in the normal way and 
will not be suspended. 

Once a divisional reissue application, i.e., 1 1/096,232 and/or 1 1/096,233, containing the 
added claims is examined and becomes allowable, the examiner will issue a requirement under 
37 CFR 1.177(c) for applicant to merge the claims of the suspended first reissue application, i.e., 
10/705,666, with the allowable claims of the divisional reissue application into a single 
application, by placing all of the claims in one of the applications and expressly abandoning the 
other. 



Application/Control Number: 10/705,666 Pa & e3 
Art Unit: 3634 

If the divisional reissue application becomes abandoned, prosecution will be reopened in 
the suspended first reissue application, i.e., 10/705,666, and a rejection based on a lack of error 
under 35 U.S.C. 251 will then be made in the first reissue application, i.e., 10/705,666. Since no 
the original patent is being corrected in the first reissue application, no reissue patent will 



error m 
issue. 



Ac with a ll suspensions, it is applicant's r esponsibility to call to the attention of the Office 
and the examiner that the su spension period is drawing to an end. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jennifer E. Novosad whose telephone number is 571-272-6832. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 5:30am-4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard E. Chilcot can be reached on 571-272-6777. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at ^ 2 ^ 9 g 97 ^**jj e) ' 



ifer E. Novosac 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3634 



January 9, 2006 
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Please find below and/or attached.an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 
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Application/Control Number: 10/705,666 Page; 
Art Unit: 3634 

Letter of Suspension 

This letter addresses the response filed April 22, 2005 by which applicant stated that 
divisional reissue applications 1 1/096,232 and 1 1/096,233 were filed. 

Since this reissue application, i.e., 10/705,666, contains only original unamended claims, 
i.e., claim 1-17, and since the Office will not grant a reissue patent which does not correct any 
error in the original patent, further examination of this (first) reissue application, i.e., 10/705,666, 
has been suspended for a period of SIX (6) months. It is noted that the divisional reissue 
applications will continue to be examined in the normal way and will not be suspended. 

Once a divisional reissue application, i.e., 1 1/096,232 and/or 1 1/096,233, containing the 
added claims is examined and becomes allowable, the examiner will issue a requirement under 
37 CFR 1. 177(c) for applicant to merge the claims of the suspended first reissue application, i.e., 
10/705,666, with the allowable claims of the divisional reissue application into a single 
application, by placing all of the claims in one of the applications and expressly abandoning the 
other. 

If the divisional reissue application becomes abandoned, prosecution will be reopened in 
the suspended first reissue application, i.e., 10/705,666, and a rejection based on a lack of error 
under 35 U.S.C. 251 will then be made in the first reissue application, i.e., 10/705,666. Since no 
error in the original patent is being corrected in the first reissue application, no reissue patent will 
issue. 

As with all suspensions, it is applicant's responsibility to call to the attention of the Office 
and the examiner that the suspension period is drawing to an end. 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re Application of 

Inventor (s) : 
Dennis E. Parham 



Merchandising Display Track 
Device Of Multiple-Piece 
Construction 



Serial No.: 10/705,666 
Confirmation No. : 5356 



Filed: November 10, 2003 

Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

RESPONSE 

In response to the Office Action, Paper No./Mail date 20050201, Applicant 
confirms the constructive election of the invention of Group I (claims 1-17). 

Claims 18-24 drawn to the inventions of Groups II and IE are hereby cancelled. 

Divisional reissue application Serial No. 1 1/096,233 was filed on March 31, 2005 
for the invention of Group II (Claims 1 8-21). 

Divisional reissue application Serial No. 1 1/096,232 was filed on March 31, 2005 
for the invention of Group III (Claims 22-24). 

Respectfully submitted, 



Atty Docket No. D-2958RE 
Serial No.: 10/705,666 
Telephone: 770-792-0360 
Facsimile: 770-792-2127 



Group Art Unit: 3 634 



Examiner: Novasad, J. E. 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is 
being deposited today with the United States 
as first class mail in an envelope addressed 

to: : 

MAIL STOP Reissue 
Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Name: John L. James 
Registration No. 28,724 
Date: April 19,2005 



John L. James 

Attorney for Applicant(s) 

Registration No. 28,724 
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Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 
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Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/705,666 


Applicant(s) 

PARHAM, DENNIS E. ^ J 


Examiner 

Jennifer E. Novosad 


Art Unit 

3634 


V 



- The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )(3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 10 November 2003 and 03 January 2005 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) E3 Claim(s) 1-24 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 18-24 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) ^ Claim(s) 1-24 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)Q None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) D Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) Q Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449 or PTO/S8/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mai! Date . 



4) O Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
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Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20050201 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/705,666 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3634 

DETAILED ACTION 

Applicants election, filed January 3, 2005, in reply to the restriction requirement, mailed 
December 3, 2004, is acknowledged. 

However, upon further review of 37 CFR 1.176(b), MPEP 1450, and MPEP 806- 
806.05(i), the previous Office action, namely the restriction requirement mailed December 3, 
2004, is hereby withdrawn for the following reasons. 

In particular, as stated in 37 CFR 1 . 1 76(b), the examiner is not permitted to require 
restriction among original claims of the patent (i.e., among claims that were in the patent prior to 
filing the reissue application). However, restriction between multiple inventions recited in the 
newly added claims will be permitted provided the added claims are drawn to several separate 
and distinct inventions. In such a situation, the original patent claims would be examined in the 
first reissue application, and applicant is permitted to file a divisional reissue application for each 
of the several separate and distinct inventions identified in the examiner's restriction 
requirement. 

Accordingly, claims 1-24 have been further reviewed and a new restriction requirement 
follows. 

Election/Restriction 
Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-17, drawn to a merchandising track device, classified in class 211, subclass 59.2. 

II. Claims 18-20 and 21, drawn to a front panel assembly, classified in class 211, subclass 74. 

III. Claims 22-24, drawn to a front panel assembly, classified in class 211, subclass 184. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/705,666 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3634 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

Inventions I and II are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together in a single 
combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown to be 
separately usable. In the instant case, invention II has separate utility such as use without tabs, as 
in invention i. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

Inventions I and III are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown to be 
separately usable. In the instant case, invention III has separate utility such as use without tabs, 
as in invention L See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

Inventions II and III are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown to be 
separately usable. In the instant case, invention II has separate utility such as use without a third 
upstanding vertical member, as in invention III. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have acquired a 
separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper. 

Accordingly, since this restriction requirement is part of a re-issue application, the 
original patent claims 1-17 have been constructively elected . (See MPEP 1450) 

Hence, newly added claims 18-24 have been constructively non-elected and thus have 
been withdrawn from consideration. 



Application/Control Number: 10/705,666 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3634 

Thus, it is suggested that applicant file a divisional reissue application directed to one of 
the constructively non-elected inventions (of Groups II or III). Then, after the divisional reissue 
application has been filed, the claims to the patented invention (the claims of Group I), which 
have been constructively elected in this reissue application, will be examined, and if found 
allowable without change from the patent, a rejection of the original patent claims will be made 
under 35 U.S.C 251 based on the fact that there is no "error" in the non-amended original patent 
claims, since the Office will not grant a reissue patent which does not correct any error in the 
original patent. 

Conclusion 

Since this reissue application contains only original unamended claims and since the 
Office will not grant a reissue patent which does not correct any error in the original patent, 
further examination of this reissue application has been suspended. 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this action is set to expire THREE MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this action, for which time applicant may file a divisional reissue 
application drawn to one of the constructively non-elected inventions (of Groups II or III). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jennifer E. Novosad whose telephone number is (703)-305-2872. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 5:30am-4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Carl D. Friedman can be reached on (703)-308-0839. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 



Application/Control Number: 10/705,666 



Page 5 



Art Unit: 3634 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3634 



Jennifer E. Novosad/jen 
February 4, 2005 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Application of 

Inventor (s) : 
Dennis E . Parham 

Merchandising Display Track 
Device Of Multiple-Piece 
Construction 

Serial No. : 10/705,666 
Confirmation No. : 53 56 
Filed: November 10, 2003 



Group Art Unit: 3 634 



Examiner: Novasad, J. E. 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is 
being deposited today with the United States 
as first class mail in an envelope addressed 
to: : 

MAIL STOP Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

s. Si— 

Name: John L. James 
Registration No. 28,724 
Date: December 30, 2004 



Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 



ELECTION 



In response to the Office Action, Paper No./Mail date 20041122, 
Applicant elects the invention of Group V (claims 18-21) with traverse. 



Respectfully submitted, 



John L. James 

Attorney for Applicant(s) 

Registration No. 28,724 

Atty Docket No. D-2958RE 
Serial No.: 10/705,666 
Election 

Telephone: 770-792-0360 
Facsimile: 770-792-2127 
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Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 
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Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/705,666 


Applicant(s) 

PARHAM, DENNIS E. 


Examiner 

Jennifer E. Novosad 


Art Unit 

3634 





Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 1 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

If the oeriod for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 
: IInS period for reply tsTpedfied above, the maximum ^tutor, period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS > from the . mailing date of this commun,cat,on. 
. Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )E3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 10 November 2003. 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-24 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) Q Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) S Claim(s) 1-24 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .1 21 (d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)Q All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) CD Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) D Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: . 
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Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20041 122 



Application/Control Number: 10/705,666 
Art Unit: 3634 



Page 2 



DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restriction 

Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claim 1, drawn to a merchandising track device, classified in class 211, subclass 
74. 

II. Claims 2-13, drawn to a merchandising track device, classified in class 211, 
subclass 59.2. 

III. Claims 14 and 15, drawn to a merchandising track device, classified in class 211, 
subclass 183. 

IV. Claims 16 and 17, drawn to a merchandising track device, classified in class 211, 
subclass 59.2. 

V. Claims 18-20 and 21, drawn to a front panel assembly, classified in class 211, 
subclass 74. 

VI. Claims 22-24, drawn to a front panel assembly, classified in class 211, subclass 
184. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 
Inventions I and II are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together in a single 
combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown to be 
separately usable. In the instant case, invention I has separate utility such as use without a socket 
and tongue. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 
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Inventions I and III are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown to be 
separately usable. In the instant case, invention I has separate utility such as use without a socket 
or a tongue. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

Inventions I and IV are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown to be 
separately usable. In the instant case, invention I has separate utility such as use without a front 
piece. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

Inventions I and V are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together in a single 
combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown to be 
separately usable. In the instant case, invention V has separate utility such as use without tabs. 
See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

Inventions I and VI are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown to be 
separately usable. In the instant case, invention VI has separate utility such as use without tabs. 
See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

Inventions II and III are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown to be 
separately usable. In the instant case, invention III has separate utility such as use without a 
front piece. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

Inventions II and IV are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown to be 
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separately usable. In the instant case, invention IV has separate utility such as use without a 
socket. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

Inventions II and V are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown to be 
separately usable. In the instant case, invention V has separate utility such as use without a front 
piece. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

Inventions II and VI are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown to be 
separately usable. In the instant case, invention VI has separate utility such as use without a 
front piece. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

Inventions III and IV are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown to be 
separately usable. In the instant case, invention III has separate utility such as use without a 
front piece. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

Inventions III and V are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown to be 
separately usable. In the instant case, invention V has separate utility such as use without a 
tongue and socket. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

Inventions III and VI are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown to be 
separately usable. In the instant case, invention VI has separate utility such as use without a 
tongue and socket. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 
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Inventions VI and V are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown to be 
separately usable. In the instant case, invention V has separate utility such as use without a front 
piece. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

Inventions IV and VI are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown to be 
separately usable. In the instant case, invention VI has separate utility such as use without a 
front piece. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

Inventions V and VI are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together in a 
single combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown to be 
separately usable. In the instant case, invention V has separate utility such as use with only one 
connecting member. See MPEP § 806.05(d). 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have acquired a 
separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper. 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and the search required 
for Groups II and IV is not required for Groups I, III, V, and VI, restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper. Also, because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given 
above and the search required for Group V is not required for Group I, restriction for 
examination purposes as indicated is proper. Further, because these inventions are distinct for 
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the reasons given above and the search required for Group VI is not required for Group V 
restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include an 
election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 CFR 
1.143). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jennifer E. Novosad whose telephone number is (703)-305-2872. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 5:30am-4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Carl D. Friedman can be reached on (703)-308-0839. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Jennifer E. Novosad 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3634 



Jennifer E. Novosad/jen 
November 22, 2004 
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REISSUE APPLICATION DECLARATION BY THE ASSIGNEE 



Docket Number (optional) 
D-2958RE 



I hereby declare that: 

The residence, mailing address and citizenship of the inventors are stated below. 
I am authorized to act on behalf of the following assignee: 

Display Industries, LLC . 



and the title of my position with said assignee is: P res ident 



The entire titl e to the patent identified below is vested in sa id assignee. 



Inventor 



Dennis E, Parham Gfeenship 



2^6'y"ffoi a iTn A sfer S !ve , NW, Kennesaw, GA 30152 



lnven,or I Citizenship 



Residence/Mailing Address 



— Additional Inventors are named on separately numbered sheets attached hereto 

Patent Number " ■ 



6,325,221 



Date of Patent Issued 

December b 9 2001 



Title of Invention " ' 

Merchandising Display Track Device Of Multiple-Piece Construction 



J?t^ t0 b 1 th f 0riginal and f,rst inv entor(s) of the subject matter which is described and claimed in said 

patent, for which a reissue patent is sought on the invention entitled: 



the specification of which 
GO is attached hereto, 
was filed on 



as reissue application number. 



and was amended on 



(If applicable) 

ime V ^nSe?re3 TabolT °' s P ecification - includin 9 the claims, as amended by any 

I acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to patentability as defined in 37 CFR 1.56. 

□ I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). or 365(b). Attached is form PTO/SB/02B 
(or equivalent) listing the foreign applications. 

I verily believe the original patent to be wholly or partly inoperative or invalid, for the reasons described 
below. (Check all boxes that apply.) 

□ by reason of a defective specification or drawing. 

QD by reason of the patentee claiming more or less than he had the right to claim in the patent 
by reason of other errors. 
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If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 
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REISSUE APPLICATION DECLARATION BY THE ASSIGNEE 



Docket Number (Optional) 
D-2958RE 



At leastone error upon which reissue is based is described as follows: 

Applicant failed to claim subject matter discloed in the original 
specification pertaining to the front piece of the track device. 



[Attach additional sheets, if needed.] 



All errors c orrected in this reissue application arose without any deceptive intention on the part of the applicant, 
I hereby appoint: 



EH Practitioners at Customer Number: 
OR 

Practitioner(s) named below: 



Name 



Registration Number 



John L. James 



28,724 



as my/our attorney(s) or agent(s) to prosecute the application identified above, and to transact all business in the United 
States Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith. 



Correspondence Address: Direct all communications about the application to: 
F] Customer Number: 



OR 



(yV Firm or 
lAA Individual 
Name 


John L. James 


Address 


P. 0. Box 2025 


Address 




City 


Marietta 


State 


GA ZiP 30061 


Country 


US 


Telephone 


770-792-0360 


Fax 


770-792-0360 



and belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false 
statements and the like so made are punishable by fine and imprisonment, or both, under 18 U.S.C. 1001, and that such willful 
false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application, any patent issuing thereon, or any patent to which this 
declaration is directed. 




ryn^given name, family name) 



Address of Assij 



Date 



5850 Peachtree Industrial Boulevard, Norcross, GA 30071-1M3 
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STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR 3.73(b) 

Applicant/Patent Owner: Dennis E, Parham 



Application No./Patent No.: 6 t 325* 221 Filed/Issue Date: December 4, 2001 

Entitiecfferchandising Track Device Of Multiple-Piece Constru c t i on 



Display Industries. LLC. 

(Name of Assignee) 




states that it is: 

1. CI the assignee of the entire right, title, and interest: or' 

2. □ an assignee of less than the entire right, title and interest. 

The extent (by percentage) of its ownership interest is % 

in the patent application/patent identified above by virtue of either: 

A. [ ] An assignment from the inventor(s) of the patent application/patent identified above. The assignment was recorded 

in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at Reel , Frame or for which a copy thereof is 

attached. ~ 

OR 



B. [yj A chain of title from the inventor(s), of the patent application/patent identified above, to the current assignee as shown 
below: 

1. From: Dennis F, Parham T o: The Mead Corporation 

The dpfAjg^X^as recorded in ihe United States Patent and Trademark Office at 

Reel UUyuyU , Frame 0616 , or for which a copy thereof is attached. 

2. From: The Mead Corporation T o: Display Industries , LLC, 

The document w£s recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at 
Reel 010996 Frame 0001 , or for which a copy thereof is attached. 



3. From: To: 

The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at 



Reel . . Frame m , or for which a copy thereof is attached. 

| Additional documents in the chain of title are listed on a supplemental sheet. 

[ ] Copies of assignments or other documents in the chain of title are attached. 

(NOTE: A separate copy (i.e., the original assignment document or a true copy of the original document) 
must be submitted to Assignment Division in accordance with 37 CFR Part 3, if the assignment is to be 
recorded in the records of the USPTO. See MPEP 302.08) 

The undersigned (whose title is supplied below) is authorized to act on behalf of the assignee. 

//A%7 Mark A, Higgins 

Date ^J& e J^}# r lP 



Telephone number Signature 

President 




Title 



This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 3.73(b). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete 
including gathenng, prepanng, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the Individual case Any comments 
on the amount of lime you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SENO FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADORESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Application of 
Inventor (s) : 

Dennis E. Parham 

Merchandising Display Track 
Device Of Multiple-Piece 
Construction 

US Patent No.: 6,325,221 

Issued: December 4, 20017 
Serial No. : 08/967, 381 
Filed: November 8, 1997 



Group Art Unit: 3 634 
Examiner: Tran, Khoa . 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is 

being deposited today with the United States 

Postal Services as Express Mail, mailing 

label ER 169144744 US, in an envelope 

addressed to: 

MAIL STOP Reissue 

Commissioner for Patents 

P. 0. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Name: John L. James 
Registration No. 28,724 
Date: November \Q , 2003 



Commissioner for Patents 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

AFFIDAVIT OF MARK A. HIGGINS 

State of Georgia 
County of Gwinnett 

Mark A. Higgins, being duly sworn, and having 
personal knowledge of the facts set forth herein, hereby 
deposes and says that : 

1. Prior to 1998 Mr. Dennis E. Parham and I were 
employed by The Mead Corporation. 

2. While employed by The Mead Corporation Mr. 
Parham and I worked together for a number years to 



1 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Application of 
Inventor (s) : 

Dennis E. Parham 

Merchandising Display Track 
Device Of Multiple-Piece 
Construction 

US Patent No.: 6,325,221 

Issued: December 4, 20017 
Serial No.: 08/967,381 
Filed: November 8, 1997 



Group Art Unit: 3634 
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MERC MA 'SING DISPLAY TRACK 
DEVICE (' MULTfPLE.PIECE 
CONSTRI |f.\ 



ABSTRACT 

•: device for displaying articles is 
'•emprises firsi and second elongate 
separately as iwo discrete structures. 
Fhc first and scco : ■ embers arc connected together in an 
end-to-end, longjT . A \iy adjacent relationship. Each mem- 
ber comprises a i; b.'.se for carrying articles for sliding 
movement along 1 respective member, and at leaM one 
article-guiding sid upstanding from the track base of 

:he respective me: *nd extending along the respective 
member. The one • - ^all of the first member is disposed 
m general longilur m) alignment with the one side wall of 
the second memb; The track device further comprises a 
locking mechanis: interconnecting the one side wall of 
:hc first member a: ■ >c one side wall of the second member 
10 lock the first an xond members in position relative to 
each other. The lo< c 4 mechanism comprises a pan of the 
first member for pr -rig longitudinal displacement of the 
one side waU of the :-.:s: member relative to the one side wall 
of tbe second mem -: In a track device in another form, the 
second member c :!-: r:\scs a tongue extending longitudi- 
nally from its trad -<>c which tongue defines an end of the 
second member. V first member has an end-opening 
socket for rcceivir, v.e :ongue so that tbe track bases of the 
first and second ■ '.;-crs arc interconnected to form a 
continuous floor f; -..iclably supporting the articles. 



A merchandising 
disclosed. The dc. 
Jrack members for 
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MERCHANDISING DISPLAY TRACK 
DEVICE OF MULTIPLE-PIECE 
CONSTRUCTION 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to a display track device 1 
chandising articles, and more particularly to a , 
shaped track device of a multiple-piece constructs 
enables low-cost molding of such devices. 

Channel-shaped track devices have been usee: 
merchandising of a variety of products. The track 
typically, arc supported on a support surface such a • 
in a lilted condition. Each device receives articles i 
so that the received articles slide or gravity feed t 
another to the front of the respective track as the 
articles in the row are removed from the track. Amc 
known track devices, two-piece construction Un- 
disclosed, for example, in U.S. Pat. No. 4,478 317 
U.S. Pat. No. 4,724,968 (Wombacher); and U.S. i 
5,240,126 (Foster et al). Wombacher and Foster e; 
disclose a track device having a separate front 
attached to the track base. Because these patents r« 
transversely extending front wall t0 assure the s< 
strength of the device, the from stoppers taught I- 
patents cannot be used to construct some type of ■ 
devices wherein such front walls arc not desired. Fro : 
would conflict with the arrangement shown, for exa: . 
U.S. Pal. No. 5,645,176 to Jay where increased visi. : ; 
leading articles is intended. 

Flum's device includes front and rear separate n 
arranged in telescoping relationship which may be er; • 
in Jay's Irack device. However, Ihe Flum patent requi . 
walls of a hollow, double-wall structure which is r > 
expeasive but also bulky such thai il requires sul 
dead space between two adjaccn: tracks. 

What is needed, therefore, is an improved multip: • 
construction track device which allows economical • 
tion of a variety of designs to different portions of tl; 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The track device of the invention has a special j 
firmly connecting two or more separate lengths of tS 
device together lo create a one continuous track. 

The present invention in one aspect provides a m : h.sn- 
dising track device comprising first and second c -iumic 
track members formed separately as two discrete sin .. tires. 
The first and second members are conncclcd togeth* r in an 
end- to-end, longitudinally adjace.it relationship. Ear u ,n- 50 
ber comprises a track base for carrying articles for MiJmg 
movement along the respective member, and at lc si one 
article-guiding side wall upstanding from the track iasc of 
the respective member and extending along the respective 
member. The one side wall of the first member is d •oo.cd 55 
in general longitudinal alignment with the one side .v.ill of 
the second member. The track device further counrisos 
locking means for interconnecting the one side wal. ii the 
first member and the one side wail of the second me; il>er to 
lock the first and second members in position relative :oeach fin 
oiber. The locking means comprises longitudinal reiention 
means for preventing longitudinal displacement of i:u: one 
side wall of the first member relative to the one side a- ill of 
ihe second member. 

This arrangement allows low-cosi application of a .♦: rieiy 65 
of designs as wcU as materials to different parts of tl e track 
device. For example, an expensive mold of a com[ licaied 



25 



::vxrs 
;yed 
> side 
• rr.ly 
::::snl 35 



!.:cc 
! ca- 



40 



:: for 
:iack 



45 



structure can be replaced by iwo or more less expensive, less 
complicated molds to form the device of the invention. 
Further, expensive material can be used only for a particular 
portion of the device where the use of such material is 
essential. 

In a preferred embodiment, the longitudinal retention 
means comprises an overhang extending rearward from the 
one side wall of the first member along the upper edge of the 
one side wall of the second member, and a lug depending 
from the overhang and received in a cutout formed along the 
upper edge of the one side wall of the second member. In 
addition to the longitudinal retention means, the locking 
means may also include lateral retention means for prevent- 
ing lateral displacement of the one side wall of the first 
member relative to the one side wall of the second member. 
The lateral retention means comprises a pair of engaging 
tabs provided for the first member. The engaging labs are 
disposed respectively alongside the opposite side surfaces of 
the one side wall of the second member, and al least one of 
the engaging tabs is formed on the lug. 

The present invention in another aspect provides a mer- 
chandising track device comprising first and second sepa- 
rately formed, elongate track members. The first and second 
members arc conncclcd together in an end-to-end. longitu- 
dinally adjacent relationship. Each member comprises an 
article-carrying track base. The second member comprises a 
tongue extending longitudinally from the track base of the 
second member which tongue defines an end of the second 
member. The first member has an end-opening socket for 
receiving the tongue so that the track bases of the first and 
second members are interconnected lo form a continuous 
floor for slidably supporting articles. ITiis arrangement also 
allows economical application of a variety of designs and 
materials to different parts of the track device. 

In a preferred embodiment, the track base of the first 
member comprises upper and lower opposed walls, and Ihe 
socket is defined between the upper and lower walls. 

In another preferred embodiment, the upper surface of the 
tongue is disposed below the continuous floor of the device 
so that the upper surfaces of the track bases may lie in a 
common plain. The tongue may be provided with a down- 
wardly projecting hooking element, and the track base of the 
first member may have a transversely extending edge for 
engaging Ihe hooking clement to prevent longitudinal dis- 
placement of the first member with respect to Ihe second 
member. 

The present invention in a siill another aspect provides a 
merchandising track device comprising an elongate body, 
and a front piece formed as a discrete structure and attached 
to the front end of the body. The body comprises a track base 
for carrying a row of a nicies for sliding movement along Ihe 
body, and at least one article-guiding side wall upstanding 
from the track base and extending along the body. The from 
piece provides a stopper for preventing ihe leading article in 
the row from exiling the irack device. Jlie front piece 
comprises a deck for supporting ihe leading article, at least 
one longitudinally extending upright wall upstanding from 
ihe deck and disposed in general longitudinal alignment with 
the one side wall, and locking means for interconnecting ihe 
one uprighi wall and the one side wall to lock the front piece 
in position relative to the body. 

The elongate body and the front piece may be molded 
from either plastic or metal (e.g., aluminum, aluminum 
compound or the like). The body and ihe froni piece may be 
formed from different material. AJthough any plaslic or 
metal may be used to construct the device of the invention, 
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the most preferred material for the body is polys .fine 
whereas the most preferred materia] for the front p.-ct; is 
polycarbonate. 

A preferred embodiment of the locking means comprises 
lateral retention means for preventing lateral displa t-ment 5 
of tbe one upright wall relative to the one side wall Such 
lateral retention means may be a pair of engaging tabs 
provided for tbe one upright wall which engaging !;•. s are 
disposed alongside the opposite side surfaces of the (»:•:• side 
wall, respectively. These engaging labs are disposed with a 10 
lateral gap therebetween to receive in the gap an edi>-. '*!' the 
one side wall. The engaging tabs may be opposed m each 
other across the thickness of the one side wall. Ahem *; :vdy, 
the engaging tabs may be disposed at positions ofTs; i from 
each other along the length of the one side wall. 15 

Another preferred embodiment of the locking means 
comprises longitudinal retention means for preventing lon- 
gitudinal displacement of the one upright wall relative to the 
one side wall. Tbe longitudinal retention means may com- 
prise an overhang extending rearward from the one spright 20 
wall along the upper edge of the one side wall, aru : a lug 
depending from the overhang. Such a longitudinal rc;.-iuion 
means cooperates with a cutout formed along the up;x • edge 
of the one side wall to receive the lug. 

The aforementioned lateral retention means may ;\ho be 25 
incorporated into the arrangement with the longitudinal 
retention means which lateral retention means comprises a 
pair of engaging tabs provided for the one upright wall. In 
such an arrangement, at least one of the engaging tabs is 
formed on the lug. In the arrangement where both the 30 
engaging tabs are formed on the lug, the lug may have a 
thickness greater than the thickness of the one side wail. 
Alternatively, in the arrangement wherein only one of the 
engaging labs is formed on the lug, the other tab may be 
formed on the one upright wall or on the overhang. 35 

The present invention in a further aspect provides a 
merchandising track device con) prising an elongate body 
and an attached front piece. The body comprises a track base 
for supporting a row of articles for sliding movement along 4Q 
the body, and a tongue extending forwardJy from the track 
base and defining the forward end of the body. The front 
piece provide a stopper for the leading article in the row. The 
front piece comprises a deck for supporting the leading 
article which deck has a socket for receiving the tongue so 4J 
that the deck and the track base are interconnected to form 
a continuous floor for slidably supporting the articles. 

In a preferred embodiment, the deck comprises upper and 
lower opposed walls, and the socket is defined between the 
upper and lower walls. 50 

In another preferred embodiment, the upper surface of the 
tongue is disposed below the continuous floor so that the 
upper surface of the deck and the upper surface of the track 
base may lie in a common plain. The tongue may be 
provided with a downwardly projecting hooking element, 55 
and the deck may have a transversely extending edge for 
engaging the hooking element to prevent forward displace- 
ment of the front piece. 

The objects and advantages of the present invention will 
be apparent from tbe following description, the accompa- 60 
nying drawings and the appended claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION 01 THE DRAWINGS 
In the drawings, 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a shelf unit assembled 65 
from a plurality of track devices according to the present 
invention; 
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FIG. 2 is a fragmentary perspective view of one of the 
track devices in FIG. I; 

FIG. 3 is an exploded perspective view of the track device 
in FIG. 2; 

FIG. 4 is a front elevation of the front piece in FIG. 3; 

FIG. 5 is a bottom plan view of the front piece in FIG. 3; 

FIG. 6 is a view taken along the bne VI— VI in FIG. 5; 

FIG. 7 is a view similar to FIG. 6 except that the body is 
connected to the front piece by the insertion of the tongue 
into the socket; 

FIG. 8 is an enlarged perspective view of tbe locking 
means in FIG. 3; 

FIG. 9 is a top plan view of the front piece in FIG. 3; 

FIG. 10 is an enlarged top plan view of the locking means 
in FIG. 9; 

FIG. 11 is an exploded top plan view of the second 
embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 12 is a front elevation of the joined front pieces in 
FIG. 11; 

FIG. 13 is a front elevation of the joined bodies in FIG. 
11; and 

FIG. 14 is an enlarged perspective view of the locking 
means in FIG. 11. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

FIG. 1 illustrates a display shelf unit assembled from 
multiple track devices according to the present invention. 
This shelf unit is designed to merchandise articles C such as 
bottled or canned drink products. The shelf unit includes a 
plurality of elongate track devices 20 detacbably intercon- 
nected in a side-by-side, transversely adjacent relationship. 
The number of the track device 20 used to assemble the shelf 
unit is determined such that the size of the shelf unit is 
suitable for placement onto an existing display shelf in a 
retail store in which the unit is desired to be installed. The 
interconnection of two adjacent track devices is achieved by 
connecting means such as connector slots 80 (shown in FIG. 
1) cooperating with L-shaped horizontal connector elements 
82 (only one shown in FIG. 2). Details of the slots 80 and 
the elements 82 are described in U.S. Pat. No. 5,634,564 
which is hereby incorporated by reference. Additional con- 
necting means are provided at the front portion of each 
device which additional means will be described later. 

The shelf unit may be supported on a horizontal surface 
and may preferably be incorporated with a spring-loaded 
pusher for moving tbe loaded articles forwardly of the unit. 
An example of conventional pushers is shown in U.S. Pal. 
No. 5,634,564. However, the shelf unit may also be sup- 
ported on a forwardly and downwardly lilted surface. In a 
lilted condition, each track device 20 operates as a so called 
'•gravity feed" dispensing device which does not require any 
mechanical pushers. On a gravity feed device, the loaded 
articles have a natural tendency to automatically slide down- 
wardly and forwardly to the front end of the track. The angle 
of tilt from the horizontal may vary somewhat but such an 
angle may be about 1 to 20 degrees and preferably about 3.5 
to 8 degrees. The angle of tilt in most applications of the 
invention may be approximately 6 degrees from horizontal. 

FIGS. 2 and 3 illustrate one of the track devices 20 in the 
form separated from the shelf unit. As all the devices 20 are 
virtually the same in size and structure, only one device is 
described hereinafter. As illustrated, the track device 20 has 
a two-piece construction formed of molded plastic material 
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and includes a firsi member or from piece 24 and a -ccond 
member or elongate track body 22. The body 22 includes an 
article-supporting track base 26, an article-guiding side wall 
28, a rear wall 30, and a side lip 32. The side wai; 2H is 
upstanding from one of the side edges of the track lv.se 26. 
The rear wall 30 is upstanding from the rear end of the track 
base 26. The side lip 32 is formed along the other side edge 
of the track base 26. The track base 26, the side wai! IS and 
the side wall of the adjacent track body 22 (shown in RG. 
1), in cooperation, define a channel for receiving a row of 
articles C. 

The front piece 24 is molded separately from the b s;ly 22 
to provide a from stopper for preventing the leading article 
in the row from exiting the track device. As illustt .*:cd in 
FIGS. 2, 3 and 4, the front piece 24 includes a track i ase or 
deck 34, a longitudinally extending side wall or upri>;h: wall 
36, an upper stopper element 38, and a pair of lower Supper 
elements 40. The upright wall 3fi is upstanding [rim: ,>ne of 
the opposite side edges of the deck 34 to be disposed in 
general longitudinal alignment with the side wall 2S' The 
upper stopper element 38 extends transversely of the device 
20 to bridge between the respective upper ends of the upright 
wall 36 and a post 42 which is upstanding from the oilier side 
edge of the deck 34. The upper stopper element 38 is the 
portion against which the leading article oo the respective 
device 20 rests when it is arrested by the front piece 24. 
Details of the upper stopper clement are described in U.S. 
Pat. No. 5,645,176 which is hereby incorporated by refer- 
ence. The lower stopper elements 40 extend upward! v from 
the deck 36 along the respective front edges of the upright 
wall 36 and the post 42. These lower stopper elements 40 
cooperate with the upper stopper element 38 to arrest the 
leading article. 

To interconnect the front pie^e 24 with the bod) 22, a 
tongue 44 is formed integrally wiih the body 22 as sliownin 
FIG. 3. The tongue 44 extends forwardly from the track base 
26 and defines the forward end of the body 22. A pair of 
notches 46 are formed in the tongue 44 to divide the tongue 
44 into three portions, i.e., a pail of side portions 4S and a 
medial portion 50. Due to the notches 46, the medial portion 
50 exhibits substantial flexibility. The media! portion 50 is 
provided along its transversely extending free end edge wiih 
a downwardly projecting hooking rib 52. 

The upper surface of the tongue 44 is disposed below a 
common plane in which the tops or peaks of upwardly 
projecting parallel ribs 54 lie. The ribs 54 are formed 
integrally with the track base 26 along the length of the track 
device 20 to minimize friction between the track base 26 and 
the articles to be carried thereon. In other words, the ribs 54 
provide a pan of the "continuous floor" for slidably sup- 
porting articles, which continuous floor lies in the aforesaid 
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Further, the upper wall 56 of the deck 34 is formed 
integrally with a plurality of upwardly projecting parallel 
ribs 68. These ribs 68 are arranged such that they are brought 
into longitudinal alignment with the ribs 54 of the track base 
26 when the front piece 24 is attached to the track body 22. 
However, the vertical size of the ribs 68 is substantially less 
than that of the ribs 54 so that when the body 22 and front 
piece 24 are interconnected, the tops or peaks of the ribs 68 
and those of the ribs 54 can lie in the aforesaid common 
plane to provide the "continuous floor" for articles. For this 
reason, the vertical size of the ribs 54 is equal to the total 
thickness or vertical size of the upper wail 56 and the ribs 68. 
This is best shown in FIG. 7. 

Locking means is provided for the front piece 24 to 
interconnect the upright wall 36 and the side wall 28. Such 
locking means comprises an overhang 70 joined to the 
upright wall 36 and exiending rearward along the upper edge 
of the side wall 28. An engaging lug 72 is formed integrally 
with the overhang 70 and depends from the overhang 70 to 
be received in a cutout 74 (shown in KIG. 3) formed in the 
side wall 28 along its upper edge. The thickness or trans- 
verse size "T" (shown in FIG. 5) of the lug 72 is greater than 
that of the side wall 28. 

As best shown in FIGS. 5 and 8, a pair of inner and outer 
engaging tabs 76 and 78 arc joined to the lower end of the 
lug 72 and extend downwardly therefrom. These engaging 
tabs 76 and 78 are disposed with a lateral gap "G" between 
themselves to receive in the gap "G" the horizontally 
exiending periphery of the cutout 74. The illustrated cngag- 
ing tabs 76 and 78 arc disposed at positions oSset from each 
other; however, they may be transversely aligned or opposed 
across the gap "G". 

In addition, keyhole apertures 84 (shown in FIGS. 2, 3, 6 
and 7) are formed in the upright wall 36 to connect the front 
piece 24 with the adjacent like front piece. Mating with the 
keyhole apertures 84 are headed labs 86 of a T-shaped 
vertical cross section projecting sideward from the post 42 
(shown in FIGS. 4, 5 and 9). These apertures and labs 84 and 
86 cooperate with the aforementioned slots and elements 80 
and 82 to interconnect the track device 20 with an adjacent 
like track device. In place of these illustrated connecting 
means, however, a variety of conventional mechanisms may 
be used to secure two adjacent track devices 20 io such a 
side*to-sidc, transversely adjacent relationship. 

The above body 22 and the front piece 24 may be molded 
from either plastic or metal; however, they are preferably 
formed from a plastic material such as polyvinyl chloride, 
polystyrene, polycarbonate or the like. Among these plastic 
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common plane. Because the upper surface of the tongue 44 50 materials, the most preferred material for manufacturing the 
is below the common_ plane, the deck 34 is allowed io body 22 is high impact polystyrene whereas the most 



cooperate with the ribs 54 to form tbe continuous floor when 
the front piece 24 is attached to ihe body 22. This will be 
described later more specifically, "i he ribs 54, preferably, are 
arranged at equal spacings and are of a generally trapezoidal 
cross section. 

The means for cooperating or mating with ihe tongue 44 
is provided for the front piece 24 m the form of a socket 60 
that is defined between the upper and lower opposed walls 
56 and 58 of the deck 34 (see FIGS. 5 and 6). The lower wall 
58 includes a strip portion 62 exiending transversely of the 
deck 34. This strip portion 62 has a front face which 
provides a transversely extending engaging edge 64 for 
engagement with the hooking rib 52 of the tongue 44. The 
rear face 66 of the strip portion 62 slopes downwardly and 
rcarwardly to facilitate insertion of the tongue 44 into the 
socket 60. 



preferred material for manufacturing the front piece 24 is 
polycarbonate. The polystyrene for molding the body 22 
may have silicone or some other suitable lubricant material 
55 dispersed therein in order to reduce friction between ihe ribs 
54 and the articles to be placed thereon. However, body 22 
and the from piece may be formed from the same material. 
For example, when both ihe body 22 and the front piece 24 
are made of polycarbonate, an entirely transparenl track 
6n device may be created. 

The front piece 24 may be attached to the body 22 in the 
following manner: The tongue 44 of the body 22 is inserted 
through the rear end opening (i.e., the entrance of the socket 
60) of the deck 34 until ihe lug 72 abuts the front edge of the 
65 side wall 28. The overhang 70 is then slightly flexed toward 
either side of the side wall 28 io prevent the lug 72 from 
interfering with the side wall 28. Further forward movement 
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of (he tongue 44 causes the hooking rib 52 to abut the rear 
sloping face 66 of the strip ponion 62. As the insertion is 
continued, the hooking rib 52 is caused to slide upwardly 
along the sloping face 66 while the medial portion 50 is 
resihently bent upwardly. The hooking rib 52 is thus i-uidccl 5 
along the surface of tbe strip portion 62 until the toniuic 44 
ts fully inserted to allow the hooking rib 52 to snap-engage 
the edge 64 of the strip portion 62 (see FIG. 7). This 
engagement prevents forward displacement or undesired 
detachment of the deck 34 from the track base 26 

Meanwhile the overhang 70 is slightly twisted to manipu- 1 
laic the inner and outer engaging labs 76 and 78 lo receive 
in Ihe gap "G" the horizontally extending peripheral edge of 
the cutout 74. By this means, the lug 72 snugly fits inio the 
cutout 74 with the inner and outer engaging tabs 7fi and 7X 
being positioned alongside the inside and outside surfaces of 
the side wall 28, respectively. Such an arrangement of the 
inner and outer labs 76 and 78 is best shown in FIG. 10. This 
arrangement prevents both forward and lateral displacement 
of the upright wall 36 with respect to the side wall 28. 2( 

It will be recognized that many variations may be made in 
the foregoing within the scope of the preseni invention. For 
example, Ibe track device of tbe invention may include three 
or more separately formed, longitudinally adjacent track 
members, wherein each pair of two adjacent track members 25 
are connected together through the locking means and/or the 
tongue-and-sockct joint mentioned above. It should be also 
recognized that each of the first and second track members 
24 and 22 may have a pair of side walls wherein the side 
walls of the first member 24 are connected respectively to 30 
the side walls of the second member 22 through the locking 
means. 

It should be further recognized that the present invention 
may be incorporated into a shelf unii wherein multiple first 
track members are molded together in a side -by-side, Ion- 35 
gitudinally adjacent relationship and so are multiple second 
track members. An example of such a variation is illustrated 
in FIGS. 11-14 wherein a plurality of track bodies 90 are 
molded together so that the respective track bases 92 arc 
joined together through side walls 94. A plurality of front 40 
pieces 96 are also molded together so that the respective 
decks 98 are joined together and the respective upper 
stopper elements 100 are joined together in series. Each pair 
of a body 90 and a from piece 96 employs a tongue 102 and 
a socket virtually equal to the tongue and " the socket 45 
described in the foregoing embodiment. However, the lock- 
ing means used in this embodiment is different from the one 
in Ihe foregoing embodiment. As shown in FIG. 14, the 
locking means includes an outer engaging tab 104 depend- 
ing from ihe lug 106 and an inner engaging tab 108 50 
extending rearward from a ledge 110 that is formed on the 
inside surface of the respective upright wall 112. When the 
from pieces 96 are attached to the bodies 90, the rear end of 
the ledge 110 is brought into abutment with the forward end 
of the associated side wall 94, and tbe inner tab 108 is 55 
located alongside the inside surface of the side wall 94. 
What is claimed is: 

1. A merchandising track device for displaying articles, 
said track device comprising: 

first and second elongale track members formed sepa- 60 
rately as iwo discrete structures, said first and second 
members being connected together in an end-to-end, 
longitudinally adjacent relationship, each of said mem- 
bers comprising a track ba.se for carrying articles for 
sliding movement along said each member, and at least 65 
one article-guiding side wall upstanding from said track 
base of said each member and extending along said 
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each member, said one side wall of said first member 
being disposed in general longitudinal alignment with 
said one side wall of said second member and including 
a portion extending upwardly above an upper edge of 
said one side wall of said second member, said one side 
wall of said second member having a cutout opening to 
said upper edge thereof and to opposite side surfaces 
thereof; 

locking means integrally formed with said first member 
for interconnecting said one side wall of said first 
member and said one side wall of said second member 
to lock said members in position relative to each other, 
said locking means comprising a flexible overhang 
extending rearward from said portion of said one side 
wall of said first member and disposed over said upper 
edge of said one side wall of said second member, said 
flexible overhang engages side of said one side wall of 
said second member with a lug formed integrally with 
said overhang and received in said cutout, whereby 
longitudinal displacement of said one side wall of said 
first member relative to said one side wall of said 
second member is prevented; and 
a pair of engaging tabs provided disposed respectively 
alongside said opposite side surfaces of said one side 
wall of said second member with at least one of said 
engaging tabs formed on said lug so that lateral dis- 
placement of said one side wall of said first member 
relative to said one side wall of said second member is 
prevented. 

2. A merchandising track device for displaying articles, 
said track device comprising: 

an elongate body having a forward end, said body com- 
prising a track base for carrying a row of articles for 
sliding movement along said body, a tongue extending 
forwardly from said track base and defining said for- 
ward end of said body, and at least one article-guiding 
side wall upstanding from said track base and extend- 
ing along said body; 
a front piece formed as a discrete structure separate from 
said body and attached to said forward end of said body 
to provide a stopper for preventing a leading article in 
said row from exiting said track device, said front piece 
comprising a deck for supporting said leading article, at 
least one upright wall upstanding from said deck and 
disposed in general longitudinal alignment with said 
one side wall, said one upright wall including a portion 
extending upwardly above an upper edge of said one 
sidewall; and locking means for interconnecting said 
one upright wall and said one side wall to lock said 
front piece in position relative to said body, said 
locking means including a flexible overhang integrally 
formed with said front piece and extending rearward 
from said portion of said one upright wall and disposed 
over said upper edge of said one side wall with said 
flexible overhang Hexing to either side of said one side 
wall of said second member; and 
a pair of engaging labs disposed respectively alongside 
opposite side surfaces of said one side wall, at least one 
of said engaging tabs being integrally formed with said 
overbang, whereby lateral displacement of said one 
upright wall relative lo said one side wall is prevented, 
and wherein one sidewall has a cutout opening lo said 
upper edge and said opposite side surface thereof, and 
ai least one engaging tab is formed on a lug to engage 
in said cutout. 

3. The track device according to claim 2, wherein said lug 
has a thickness greater than a thickness of said one side wall, 
and both said engaging tabs are formed on said lug. 
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4. The track device according to claim 2, wherein said 
tongue is provided with a hooking clcmcni projecting 
therefrom, and said deck has a sirip portion having a front 
and rear opposed faces, said from face providing an edge lor 
engaging said hooking element to prevent forward displace- 5 
meat of said front piece with respect to said body, said rear 
face sloping to facilitate insertion of said tongue into said 
socket. 

5. The track device according to claim 4, wherein said 
engaging edge of said deck extends transversely of said ]U 
body. 

6. The track device according to claim 5, wherein said 
strip portion is provided by said lower wall and extends 
transversely of said body, said rear face of said strip portion 
sloping downwardly and rearwardly, said hooking element j5 
projecting downwardly from a lower surface of said tongue. 

7. The track device according to claim 4, wherein said 
tongue is formed with at least one notch for dividing said 
tongue into plural portions so that one of said plural portions 
exhibits substantial flexibility, and said one of said plura! 20 
portions is provided with said hooking element. 

8. The track device according to claim 2, wherein said 
engaging tabs are disposed with a lateral gap therebetween 
to receive in said gap an edge of said one sidcwall. 

9. The track device according to claim 8, wherein said 2 s 
engaging tabs are opposed to each other across a thickness 

of said one side wall. 

10. The track device according to claim 8, wherein said 
engaging tabs arc disposed at positions oflset from each 
other along a length of said one side wall. 30 

U. The track device according to claim 2, wherein said 
body and said front piece are formed from different material. 

12. The track device according to claim 11, wherein said 
body is molded of polystyrene, and said front piece is 
molded of polycarbonate. 15 

13. The track device according to claim 2, wherein said 
tongue is formed with at least one notch for dividing said 
tongue into plural portions so that one of said plural portions 
exhibits substantial flexibility, and said one of said plural 
portions is provided with said hooking element. 40 

14. A merchandising track device for displaying articles, 
said track device comprising: 

first and second elongate track members formed sepa- 
rately as two discrete structures, said first and second 
members being conoectcd together in an end-to-end, 45 
longitudinally adjacent relationship, each of said mem- 
bers comprising a track base for canying articles for 
sliding movement along said each member, and at least 
one article-guiding side wall upstanding from said track 
base of said each member and extending along said 50 
each member, said one side wall of said first member 
being disposed in general longitudinal alignment with 
said one side wall of said second member and including 
a porlion extending upwardly above an upper edge of 
said one side wall of said second member, said one side 55 
wall of said second member having a cutout opening to 
said upper edge thereof and to opposite side surfaces 
thereof; 

said second member comprising a tongue extending lon- 
gitudinally from said track base of said second member, 60 
said tongue defining an end of said second member, 
said first member having an end-opening socket for 
receiving said tongue so that said track bases of said 
first and second members are interconnected, said 
tongue being formed on said track base of said second 65 
member such that an upper surface of said tongue is 
disposed below an upper surface of said track base of 
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said second member to allow said upper surface of said 
track base of said second member and an upper surface 
of said track base of said first member to form a 
continuous floor for slidably supporting said articles, 
wherein said track base of said first member comprises 
upper and lower opposed walls, and said socket is 
defined between said upper and lower walls; and 
locking means integrally formed with said first member 
for interconnecting said one side wall of said first 
member and said one side wall of said second member 
to lock said members in position relative to each other, 
said locking means comprising a flexible overhang 
extending rearward from said portion of said one side 
wall of said first member and disposed over said upper 
edge of said one side wall of said second member with 
said flexible overhang flexing to either side of said one 
side wall of said second member, and a lug with tabs 
formed integrally with and extending from said over- 
hang and received in said cutout, whereby longitudinal 
displacement of said one side wall of said first member 
relative to said one side wall of said second member is 
prevented. 

15. The track device according to claim 14, wherein said 
tongue is provided with a hooking element projecting 
therefrom, and said track base of said first member has a 
strip porlion having a front and rear opposed faces, said front 
face providing an edge for engaging said hooking element to 
prevent longitudinal displacement of said first member with 
respect to said second member, said rear face sloping to 
facililate insertion of said tongue into said socket. 

16. A merchandising track device for displaying articles, 
said track device comprising: 

an elongate body having a forward end, said body com- 
prising a track base for carrying a row of articles for 
sliding movement along said body, a tongue extending 
forwardly from said track base and defining said for- 
ward end of said body, and at least one article-guiding 
side wall upstanding from said track base and extend- 
ing along said body; and 

a front piece formed a* a discrete structure separate from 
said body and attached to said forward end of said body 
to provide a stopper for preventing a leading article in 
said row from exiting said track device, said front piece 
comprising a deck for supporting said leading article, 
said deck having a socket for receiving said tongue so 
that said deck and said track base arc interconnected, 
said tongue being formed on said track base such that 
an upper surface of said tongue is disposed be low an 
upper surface of said track base to allow said upper 
surface of said track base and an upper surface of said 
deck to form a continuous floor for slidably supporting 
said articles, at least one upright wall upstanding from 
said deck and disposed in general longitudinal align- 
ment with said one side wall, said one upright wall 
including a portion extending upwardly above an upper 
edge of said one sidcwall; and locking means integrally 
formed with said front piece for interconnecting said 
one upright wall with said one side wall to lock said 
front piece in position relative to said body, said 
locking means including a flexible overhang extending 
rearward from said porlion of said one upright wall and 
disposed over said upper edge of said one side wall 
having said cutout, said flexible overhang flexing to 
either side of said one side wall of said second member; 
and 

a pair of engaging tabs disposed respectively alongside 
opposite side surfaces of said one side wall in a cutout 
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with at least one of said engaging labs being integrally 
formed with said overhang so that lateral displacement 
of said one upright wall relative to said one side wall is 
prevented. 

17. The track device according lo claim 16, wherein said 
tongue is provided with a hooking element projecting 
therefrom, and said deck has a strip portion having front and 
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rear opposed faces, said front face providing an edge for 
engaging said hooking element to prevent forward displace- 
ment of said front piece with respect to said body, said rear 
face sloping to facilitate insertion of said tongue into said 
socket. 
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Sir: 

STATEMENT OF STATUS AND SUPPORT FOR CHANGES TO CLAIMS 



Original claims 1-17 claims have not been altered. 
New claims 18-24 are presented for the first time. 

New claims 18-20 are directed to a front panel 
assembly for a merchandising display track device. The 
track is adapted to receive a row of articles for sliding 
movement therealong. The front panel assembly includes a 
base with first and second vertical members upstanding 
therefrom. An elongate connecting member has one end 
connected to the top end portion of the first vertical 
member and has its other end connected to the top end 
portion of the second vertical member. The connecting 
member curves outwardly away from the vertical members. 
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Means are provided for detachably attaching the first and 
second vertical members to the track device. 

New claims 22-24 are similar to claims 18-20 but the 
front panel assembly has three vertical members and two 
elongate connecting members for two rows of articles. 
Means are provided for detachably attaching the front panel 
assembly to the track device. 

New claim 21 recites a track base and a floor deck 
instead of a base. Means are provided for detachably 
attaching the floor deck to the track base. 

Support for the new claims exists in drawings, 
particularly Figures 1-3, 6-10 and 14, and throughout the 
specification, particularly the following: 

Column Lines 
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45-47, 64-67 

1-2, 8-25, 57-67 

14-33, 61-67 
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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 
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the paragraphs beginning at column 2 line 47, column 3 
line 37, and column 4 line 30; and add new claims 18-24. 
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SPECIFICATION AMENDMENTS 



The present invention in [[a]] still another aspect 
provides a merchandising track device comprising an elongate 
body, and a front piece formed as a discrete structure and 
attached to the front end of the body. The body comprises a 
track base for carrying a row of articles for sliding 
movement along the body, and at least one article-guiding 
side wall upstanding from the track base and extending along 
the body. The front piece provides a stopper for preventing 
the leading article in the row from exiting the track 
device. The front piece comprises a deck for supporting the 
leading article, at least one longitudinally extending 
upright wall upstanding from the deck and disposed in 
general longitudinal alignment with the one side wall, and 
locking means . for interconnecting the one upright wall and 
the one side wall to lock the front piece in position 
relative to the body. 

The present invention in a further aspect provides a 
merchandising track device comprising an elongate body and 
an attached front piece. The body comprises a track base for 
supporting a row of articles for sliding movement along the 
body, and a tongue extending forwardly from the track base 
and defining the forward end of the body. The front piece 
provide provides a stopper for the leading article in the 
row. The front piece comprises a deck for supporting the 
leading article which deck has a socket for receiving the 
tongue so that the deck and the track base are 
interconnected to form a continuous floor for slidably 
supporting the articles. 



FIG. 1 illustrates a display shelf unit assembled 
from multiple track devices according to the present 
invention. This shelf unit is designed to merchandise 
articles C such as bottled or canned drink products. The 
5 shelf unit includes a plurality of elongate track devices 20 
detachably interconnected in a side-by-side, transversely 
adjacent relationship. The number of the trade device track 
devices 20 used to assemble the shelf unit is determined 
such that the size of the shelf unit is suitable for 

10 placement onto an existing display shelf in a retail store 
in which the unit is desired to be installed. The 
interconnection of two adjacent track devices is achieved by 
connecting means such as connector slots 80 (shown in FIG. 
1) cooperating with L- shaped horizontal connector elements 

15 82 (only one shown in FIG. 2) . Details of the slots 80 and 
the elements 82 are described in U.S. Pat. No. 5,634,564 
which is hereby incorporated by reference. Additional 
connecting means are provided at the front portion of each 
device which additional means will be described later. 
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CLAIM AMENDMENTS 



Claim 1 (original) : A merchandising track device 
for displaying articles, said track device comprising: 
first and second elongate track members formed 
separately as two discrete structures, said first and second 
5 members being connected together in an end-to-end, 

longitudinally adjacent relationship, each of said members 
comprising a track base for carrying articles for sliding 
movement along said each member, and at least one 
article-guiding side wall upstanding from said track base of 

10 said each member and extending along said each member, said 
one side wall of said first member being disposed in general 
longitudinal alignment with said one side wall of said 
second member and including a portion extending upwardly 
above an upper edge of said one side wall of said second 

15 member, said one side wall of said second member having a 
cutout opening to said upper edge thereof and to opposite 
side surfaces thereof; 

locking means integrally formed with said first 
member for interconnecting said one side wall of said first 

20 member and said one side wall of said second member to lock 
said members in position relative to each other, said 
locking means comprising a flexible overhang extending 
rearward from said portion of said one side wall of said 
first member and disposed over said upper edge of said one 

25 side wall of said second member, said flexible overhang 
engages side of said one side wall of said second member 
with a lug formed integrally with said overhang and received 
in said cutout, whereby longitudinal displacement of said 
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one side wall of said first member relative to said one side 
wall of said second member is prevented; and 

a pair of engaging tabs provided disposed 
respectively alongside said opposite side surfaces of said 
one side wall of said second member with at least one of 
said engaging tabs formed on said lug so that lateral 
displacement of said one side wall of said first member 
relative to said one side wall of said second member is 
prevented. 

Claim 2 (original) : A merchandising track device 
for displaying articles, said track device comprising: 

an elongate body having a forward end, said body 
comprising a track base for carrying a row of articles for 
sliding movement along said body, a tongue extending 
forwardly from said track base and defining said forward end 
of said body, and at least one article-guiding side wall 
upstanding from said track base and extending along said 
body; 

a front piece formed as a discrete structure 
separate from said body and attached to said forward end of 
said body to provide a stopper for preventing a leading 
article in said row from exiting said track device, said 
front piece comprising a deck for supporting said leading 
article, at least one upright wall upstanding from said deck 
and disposed in general longitudinal alignment with said one 
side wall, said one upright wall including a portion 
extending upwardly above an upper edge of said one sidewall; 
and locking means for interconnecting said one upright wall 
and said one side wall to lock said front piece in position 
relative to said body, said locking means including a 



flexible overhang integrally formed with said front piece 
and extending rearward from said portion of said one upright 
wall and disposed over said upper edge of said one side wall 

25 with said flexible overhang flexing to either side of said 
one side wall of said second member; and 

a pair of engaging tabs disposed respectively 
alongside opposite side surfaces of said one side wall, at 
least one of said engaging tabs being integrally formed with 

30 said overhang, whereby lateral displacement of said one 
upright wall relative to said one side wall is prevented, 
and wherein one sidewall has a cutout opening to said upper 
edge and said opposite side surface thereof, and at 

least one engaging tab is formed on a lug to engage 

35 in said cutout. 



Claim 3 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 2, wherein said lug has a thickness greater than a 
thickness of said one side wall, and both said engaging tabs 
are formed on said lug. 

5 

Claim 4 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 2, wherein said tongue is provided with a hooking 
element projecting therefrom, and said deck has a strip 
portion having a front and rear opposed faces, said front 
5 face providing an edge for engaging said hooking element to 
prevent forward displacement of said front piece with 
respect to said body, said rear face sloping to facilitate 
insertion of said tongue into said socket. 
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Claim 5 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 4, wherein said engaging edge of said deck extends 
transversely of said body. 

Claim 6 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 5, wherein said strip portion is provided by said 
lower wall and extends transversely of said body, said rear 
face of said strip portion sloping downwardly and 
5 rearwardly, said hooking element projecting downwardly from 
a lower surface of said tongue. 

Claim 7 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 4, wherein said tongue is formed with at least one 
notch for dividing said tongue into plural portions so that 
one of said plural portions exhibits substantial 
5 flexibility, and said one of said plural portions is 
provided with said hooking element. 

Claim 8 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 2, wherein said engaging tabs are disposed with a 
lateral gap therebetween to receive in said gap an edge of 
said one sidewall. 

5 

Claim 9 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 8, wherein said engaging tabs are opposed to each 
other across a thickness of said one side wall. 

Claim 10 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 8, wherein said engaging tabs are disposed at 
positions offset from each other along a length of said one 
side wall. 
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Claim 11 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 2, wherein said body and said front piece are formed 
from different material. 

' Claim 12 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 11, wherein said body is molded of polystyrene, and 
said front piece is molded of polycarbonate. 

Claim 13 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 2, wherein said tongue is formed with at least one 
notch for dividing said tongue into plural portions so that 
one of said plural portions exhibits substantial 
flexibility, and said one of said plural portions is 
provided with said hooking element. 

Claim 14 (original) : A merchandising track device 
for displaying articles, said track device comprising: 

first and second elongate track members formed 
separately as two discrete structures, said first and second 
members being connected together in an end-to-end, 
longitudinally adjacent relationship, each of said members 
comprising a track base for carrying articles for sliding 
movement along said each member, and at least one 
article-guiding side wall upstanding from said track base of 
said each member and extending along said each member, said 
one side wall of said first member being disposed in general 
longitudinal alignment with said one side wall of said 
second member and including a portion extending upwardly 
above an upper edge of said one side wall of said second 
member, said one side wall of said second member having a 
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cutout opening to said upper edge thereof and to opposite 
side surfaces thereof; 

said second member comprising a tongue extending 
longitudinally from said track base of said second member, 

20 said tongue defining an end of said second member, said 

first member having an end-opening socket for receiving said 
tongue so that said track bases of said first and second 
members are interconnected, said tongue being formed on said 
track base of said second member such that an upper surface 

25 of said tongue is disposed below an upper surface of said 

track base of said second member to allow said upper surface 
of said track base of said second member and an upper 
surface of said track base of said first member to form a 
continuous floor for slidably supporting said articles, 

30 wherein said track base of said first member comprises upper 
and lower opposed walls, and said socket is defined between 
said upper and lower walls; and 

locking means integrally formed with said first 
member for interconnecting said one side wall of said first 

35 member and said one side wall of said second member to lock 
said members in position relative to each other, said 
locking means comprising a flexible overhang extending 
rearward from said portion of said one side wall of said 
first member and disposed over said upper edge of said one 

40 side wall of said second member with said flexible overhang 
flexing to either side of said one side wall of said second 
member, and a lug with tabs formed integrally with and 
extending from said overhang and received in said cutout, 
whereby longitudinal displacement of said one side wall of 

45 said first member relative to said one side wall of said 
second member is prevented. 



Claim 15 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 14, wherein said tongue is provided with a hooking 
element projecting therefrom, and said track base of said 
first member has a strip portion having a front and rear 
5 opposed faces, said front face providing an edge for 
engaging said hooking element to prevent longitudinal 
displacement of said first member with respect to said 
second member, said rear face sloping to facilitate 
insertion of said tongue into said socket. 
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Claim 16 (original) : A merchandising track device 
for displaying articles, said track device comprising: 

an elongate body having a forward end, said body 
comprising a track base for carrying a row of articles for 
5 sliding movement along said body, a tongue extending 

forwardly from said track base and defining said forward end 
of said body, and at least one article-guiding side wall 
upstanding from said track base and extending along said 
body ; and 

10 a front piece formed as a discrete structure 

separate from said body and attached to said forward end of 
said body to provide a stopper for preventing a leading 
article in said row from exiting said track device, said 
front piece comprising a deck for supporting said leading 

15 article, said deck having a socket for receiving said tongue 
so that said deck and said track base are interconnected, 
said tongue being formed on said track base such that an 
upper surface of said tongue is disposed be low an upper 
surface of said track base to allow said upper surface of 

20 said track base and an upper surface of said deck to form a 
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continuous floor for slidably supporting said articles, at 
least one upright wall upstanding from said deck and 
disposed in general longitudinal alignment with said one 
side wall, said one upright wall including a portion 
extending upwardly above an upper edge of said one sidewall; 
and locking means integrally formed with said front piece 
for interconnecting said one upright wall with said one side 
wall to lock said front piece in position relative to said 
body, said locking means including a flexible overhang 
extending rearward from said portion of said one upright 
wall and disposed over said upper edge of said one side wall 
having said cutout, said flexible overhang flexing to either 
side of said one side wall of said second member; and 
a pair of engaging tabs disposed respectively 
alongside opposite side surfaces of said one side wall in a 
cutout with at least one of said engaging tabs being 
integrally formed with said overhang so that lateral 
displacement of said one upright wall relative to said one 
side wall is prevented. 

Claim 17 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 16, wherein said tongue is provided with a hooking 
element projecting therefrom, and said deck has a strip 
portion having front and rear opposed faces, said front face 
providing an edge for engaging said hooking element to 
prevent forward displacement of said front piece with 
respect to said body, said rear face sloping to facilitate 
insertion of said tongue into said socket. 

Claim 18 (new) : A front panel assembly for a 

merchandising display track device, said track device being 



adapted to receive a row of articles for sliding movement 
therealong, said front panel assembly, comprising: 

a base adapted to receive said row of articles for 
sliding movement therealong; 

a first upstanding vertical member having a top end 
portion, a bottom end portion and a front edge, said first 
vertical member being connected along its bottom end 
portion to said base; 

a second upstanding vertical member having a top end 
portion, a bottom end portion and a front edge, said second 
vertical member being laterally spaced from said first 
vertical member and connected along its bottom end portion 
to said base; 

an elongate connecting member having a first end 
connected to said top end portion of said first vertical 
member and a second end portion connected to said top end 
portion of said second vertical member, said connecting 
member curving outwardly away from said vertical members; 
and 

means for detachably attaching said first and second 
vertical members to said track device. 

Claim 19 (new) : A front panel, as set forth 

in claim 18, including: 

a first face member connected to said front edge of 
said first vertical member, said first face member 
extending laterally a preselected distance from said first 
vertical member toward said second vertical member; and 

a second face member connected to said front edge of 
said second vertical member, said second face member 
extending laterally a preselected distance from said second 
vertical member toward said first vertical member. 
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Claim 20 (new) : A front panel, as set forth 

in claim 19, wherein said first and second face members are 
connected to said base. 

Claim 21 (new) : A front panel assembly for a 

merchandising display track device, said track device 
having a track base adapted to receive a row of articles 
for sliding movement therealong, said front panel assembly, 
comprising : 

a floor deck adapted to receive said row of articles 
for sliding movement therealong; 

a first upstanding vertical member having a top end, 
a bottom end portion and a front edge, said first vertical 
member being connected along its bottom end portion to said 
floor deck; 

a second upstanding vertical member having a top 
end, a bottom end portion and a front edge, said second 
vertical member being laterally spaced from said first 
vertical member and connected along its bottom end portion 
to said floor deck; 

an elongate connecting member having a first end 
connected to said top end of said first vertical member and 
a second end portion connected to said top end of said 
second vertical member, said connecting member curving 
outwardly away from said vertical members; and 

means for detachably attaching said floor deck to 
said track base . 

Claim 22 (new) : A front panel assembly for a 

merchandising display track device, said track device being 
adapted to receive rows of articles for sliding movement 
therealong, said front panel assembly, comprising: 

a base; 

a first upstanding vertical member having a top end 
portion, a bottom end portion and a front edge, said first 
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vertical member being connected along its bottom end 
portion to said base; 

a second upstanding vertical member having a top end 
portion, a bottom end portion and a front edge, said second 
vertical member being laterally spaced from said first 
vertical member and connected along its bottom end portion 
to said base; 

a third upstanding vertical member having a top end 
portion, a bottom end portion and a front edge, said third 
vertical member being laterally spaced from said second 
vertical member and connected along its bottom end portion 
to said base, said second vertical member being 
intermediate said first and third vertical members; 

a first elongate connecting member having a first 
end connected to said top end portion of said first 
vertical member and a second end portion connected to said 
top end portion of said second vertical member, said first 
connecting member curving outward away from said first and 
second vertical members; 

a second elongate connecting member having a first 
end connected to said top end portion of said second 
vertical member and a second end portion connected to said 
top end portion of said third vertical member, said second 
connecting member curving outward away from said second and 
third vertical members; and 

means for detachably attaching said front panel 
assembly to said track device. 

Claim 23 (new) : A front panel, as set forth 

in claim 22, including: 

a first face member having a top end portion and a 
bottom end portion and being connected to said front edge 
of said first vertical member, said first face member 
extending laterally a preselected distance from said first 
vertical member toward said second vertical member; 
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a second face member having a top end portion and a 
bottom end portion and being connected to said front edge 

0 of said second vertical member, said second face member 

extending laterally a preselected distance from said second 
vertical member toward said first vertical member and 
extending laterally a preselected distance from said second 
vertical member toward said third vertical member; and 

5 a third face member having a top end portion and a 

bottom end portion and being connected to said front edge 
of said third vertical member, said third face member 
extending laterally a preselected distance from said third 
vertical member toward said second vertical member. 

0 

Claim 24 (new) : A front panel, as set forth 

in claim 26, wherein said first, second and third face 
members are connected to said base. 
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REMARKS 

Reconsideration of the original claims and 
consideration of the new claims are respectfully requested. 
Original claims 1-17 claims have not been altered. New 
claims 18-24 are presented for the first time. Claims 1, 
2, 14, 16 , 18, 21 and 22 are the only independent claims in 
the application. 

The art newly cited with this application is not 
believed to be relevant to original claims 1-17. Claims 
1-13 require locking means and engaging tabs which are 
absent from the newly cited art. Claims 14-15 require 
locking means and a lug with tabs which are absent from the 
newly cited art. Claims 16-17 require locking means and 
engaging tabs which are absent from the newly cited art. 

New claims 18-20 are directed to a front panel 
assembly for a merchandising display track device. The 
track is adapted to receive a row of articles for sliding 
movement therealong. The front panel assembly includes a 
base with first and second vertical members upstanding 
therefrom. An elongate connecting member has one end 
connected to the top end portion of the first vertical 
member and has its other end connected to the top end 
portion of the second vertical member. The connecting 
member curves outwardly away from the vertical members. 
Means are provided for detachably attaching the first and 
second vertical members to the track device. 

New claims 22-24 are similar to claims 18-20 but the 
front panel assembly has three vertical members and two 
elongate connecting members for two rows of articles. 
Means are provided for detachably attaching the front panel 
assembly to the track device. 

New claim 21 recites a track base and a floor deck 
instead of a base. Means are provided for detachably 
attaching the floor deck to the track base. 
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Support for the new claims exists in drawings, 
particularly Figures 1-3, 6-10 and 14, and throughout the 
specification, particularly the following: 



Column 



Lines 



4 



45-47, 



64-67 



5 



1-2, 



8-25, 



57-67 



6 



14-33, 



61-67 



7 



1-20 



U.S. Patent No. 6,189,734 Bl which issued 02/02/01 
Apps et al . discloses a gravity feed dispensing device with 
a basket 60. The track device holds bottles by the neck 
and the basket 6 0 hangs downwardly from the track. This 
differs from the present invention which requires that the 
articles slide along the track and front piece and that the 
vertical members of the front piece extend upwardly. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,142,316 which issued 11/07/00 to 
Harbour et al . discloses a track device with upstanding 
guide members or sidewalls 18 attached to a floor 26. An 
arcuate front wall member 22 connects the top potions of 
the sidewalls. According to column 9 lines 9-15, the guide 
members or sidewalls 18 are preferably integrally formed 
with the module 16 although other suitable means may be 
used to attach the guide members 18 to both the floor 26 as 
well as to upright posts or reinforcing members 28. 
Harbour et al . are silent on the other suitable means, but 
sonic welding techniques are well known, as well as 
permanent adhesives, which yield a one-piece unit. Harbour 
et al. teach away from the present invention which is 
directed to a multiple-piece track device with a detachable 
front piece. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,971, 204 which issued 10/26/99 to Apps 
discloses a bottle dispenser with a basket 16 for 
displaying bottles. The basket 16 has opposing flanges 38 
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for engagement along the peripheral edge 4 0 of the second 
aperture 34 of the housing 12. Apps lacks an elongate 
connecting member as required by the claims. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,862,923 which issued 01/26/99 to 
Nordquist et al . discloses a shelf device with a bracket 56 
to stop forward motion of products 58, 60. Nordquist et 
al. lack an elongate connecting member as required by the 
claims . 

U.S. Patent No. 5,788,091 which issued 08/04/98 to 
Robertson et al . discloses a gravity feed dispensing device 
that holds bottles by the neck. This differs from the 
present invention which requires that the articles slide 
along the track and that the vertical members of the front 
piece extend upwardly. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,685,664 which issued 11/11/97 to 
Parham et al . discloses a gravity feed dispensing device 
that holds bottles by the neck. This differs from the 
present invention which requires that the articles slide 
along the track and that the vertical members of the front 
piece extend upwardly. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,645,176 which issued 07/08/97 to Jay 
discloses an elongate channel of an integral, one-piece 
unitary construction formed in a single plastic molding 
operation. Jay teaches away from the present invention 
which is directed to a multiple-piece tack device. 

U.S. Patent No. 4,205,763 which issued 06/03/80 to 
Merl discloses a dispenser 10 having a storage compartment 
14 and a dispenser portion 20. The dispenser portion 20 
has a horizontal platform 22 upon which containers drop and 
rest. The dispenser portion 20 is bordered at its forward 
end by an integrally formed guard rail 24 for guiding the 
containers as they drop on platform 22 and for holding the 
containers in the vertical presentment position prior to 
their being removed from the platform 22. The containers 
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roll toward the presentment position. Merl thus teaches 
away from sliding containers. 

U.S. Patent No. 2,218,444 which issued 10/15/40 to 
Vineyard discloses a guard rail 11. Vineyard does not 
disclose how the guard rail 11 is attached but it is 
attached to the outside of the other structure. To be 
functional to stop forward motion of the bottles, the guard 
rail must be rigid. Rigid connection means welding since 
no other fasteners are present. The guard rail thus must 
be permanently connected instead of detachably attached as 
with the present invention. 

U.S. Patent No. Des. 401,436 which issued 11/24/98 to 
discloses an elongate channel of one-piece construction and 
appears to be the same device described in U.S. Patent No. 
5,645,176 which issued 07/08/97 to Jay. 

U.S. Patent Pub. No. 2001/0020606 which published 
09/13/01 to Battaglia et al discloses a track device with a 
front member 40 that pivots. The claims require first and 
second upstanding vertical members and an elongate 
connecting member connected to the top end portions of the 
vertical members. Battaglia et al do not disclose an 
elongate connecting member. 



It is believed that the claims in the application 



are allowable over the prior art and that the application 
is in condition for immediate reissue. 



Respectfully submitted, 




John L. James 

Attorney for Applicant (s) 

Registration No. 28,724 



Atty Docket No. D-2958RE 
Preliminary Amendment 



Telephone: 770-792-03 60 
Facsimile : 770-7 92-0360 
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For the Examiner's convenience, the applicant has 
attached a completed FORM PTO/SB/08A hereto. 

Under rule 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a), the applicant submits 
that no specific comments are necessary for any of the above 
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the following comments: The old art cited in the original 
patent is not believed to be pertinent to the new claims. The 
new art cited herein is relevant to the new claims but is not 
believed to be relevant to the original claims. The parts 
believed to be most relevant are set forth below: 
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Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 22 and 24 is/are pending in the application, 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This final Office action is in response to the amendment filed November 3, 2006 by 
which claims 22 and 24 were amended and claim 23 was canceled. 

Oath/Declaration 

It is noted that applicant failed to provide a supplemental declaration with the amendment 
filed on November 3, 2006. Thus, the omission of a supplemental declaration is considered to 
correlate to the reissue oath/declaration being defective (see 37 CFR 1.175 and MPEP § 1414). 

Reissue Application 

Claims 22 and 24 are rejected as being based upon a defective reissue declaration under 
35 U.S.C 251 as set forth above. See 37 CFR 1.175. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
It is noted that otherwise claims 22 and 24 are deemed to be allowable. 

Comments 

The new grounds of rejection, under 35 U.S.C. 251, were necessitated by applicant's 
omission of a supplemental declaration. 

Further, applicant is reminded of the discussion (see attached Interview Summary) held 
between the examiner and applicant's representative, Mr. John Janies, on December 4, 2006, 
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whereby the examiner suggested that this application be expressly abandoned so that the claims 
herein can be merged with the claims of the parent re-issue application No. 10/705,666. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jennifer E. Novosad whose telephone number is 571-272-6832. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 5:30am-3:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter M. Cuomo can be reached on 571-272-6856. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
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Oath under Rule 251 
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22 and 24 
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See Continuation Sheet 
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□ It is not necessary for applicant to provide a separate record of the substance of the interview, since the interview 
directly resulted in the allowance of the application. The examiner will provide a written summary of the substance 
of the interview in the Notice of Allowability. 

□ It is not necessary for applicant to provide a separate record of the substance of the interview, since the interview 
did not result in resolution of all issues. A brief summary by the examiner appears in Part II above. 



□ Applicant's representative) 
□ No 




U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-413B (04-03) 



Examiner Initiated Interview Summary 



Paper No. 20061205 



Continuation Sheet (PTOL-413B) 



Application No. 11/096,232 



Continuation of Substance of Interview including description of the general nature of what was discussed: 
The examiner indicated that claims 22 and 24 are allowable. 

To expedite proceedings, the examiner indicated to Mr. James that 

(a) it was recommended to merge claims 22 and 24 of this application with the parent re-issue application 
10/705,666, and 

(b) that this application should be expressly abandoned as a result. 

The examiner also reminded Mr. James of the proper format for submitting a supplemental declaration in the parent re- 
issue 10/705,666. 
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Atty Docket D-2958RE 
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Reissue Application 
of 

Inventor (s) : 
Dennis E. Parham 

Merchandising Display Track 
Device Of Multiple-Piece 
Construction 

Serial No. : 10/705, 666 
Confirmation No. : 53 56 
Filed: November 10, 2003 



Commissioner for Patents 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 



Group Art Unit: 3634 

Examiner: Novosad, J. E. 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is 
being deposited today with the United States 
Postal Services as first class mail in an 
envelope addressed to: : 
MAIL STOP Reissue 
Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Name: John L. James 
Registration No. 28,724 
Date: December 1 , 2006 



MERGER 



Pursuant to telephone interview of November 30, 2006, 
wherein claims pending in divisional reissue application Serial 
No. 11/096,232 were indicated as be allowable, please merge 
claims 22 and 24 from application Serial No. 11/096,232 into the 
above -identified application as new claims 29 and 30. 
Application Serial No. 11/096,232 is being abandoned by separate 
letter. 

Claim amendments are reflected in the listing of claims 
which begins on page 2 of this paper. 

Remarks/Arguments begin on page 15 of this paper. 

A draft supplemental declaration is attached following 
page 15 of this paper. An executed version to follow when 
signed by the Assignee. 
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CLAIM AMENDMENTS 

Claim 1 (original) : A merchandising track device 
for displaying articles, said track device comprising: 
first and second elongate track members formed 
separately as two discrete structures, said first and 
5 second members being connected together in an end-to-end, 
longitudinally adjacent relationship, each of said members 
comprising a track base for carrying articles for sliding 
movement along said each member, and at least one 
article-guiding side wall upstanding from said track base 

10 of said each member and extending along said each member, 
said one side wall of said first member being disposed in 
general longitudinal alignment with said one side wall of 
said second member and including a portion extending 
upwardly above an upper edge of said one side wall of said 

15 second member, said one side wall of said second member 
having a cutout opening to said upper edge thereof and to 
opposite side surfaces thereof; 

locking means integrally formed with said first 
member for interconnecting said one side wall of said first 

20 member and said one side wall of said second member to lock 
said members in position relative to each other, said 
locking means comprising a flexible overhang extending 
rearward from said portion of said one side wall of said 
first member and disposed over said upper edge of said one 

25 side wall of said second member, said flexible overhang 
engages side of said one side wall of said second member 
with a lug formed integrally with said overhang and 
received in said cutout, whereby longitudinal displacement 



2 



of said one side wall of said first member relative to said 
30 one side wall of said second member is prevented; and 
a pair of engaging tabs provided disposed 
respectively alongside said opposite side surfaces of said 
one side wall of said second member with at least one of 
said engaging tabs formed on said lug so that lateral 
35 displacement of said one side wall of said first member 
relative to said one side wall of said second member is 
prevented. 



Claim 2 (original) : A merchandising track device 
for displaying articles, said track device comprising: 

an elongate body having a forward end, said body 
comprising a track base for carrying a row of articles for 
5 sliding movement along said body, a tongue extending 

forwardly from said track base and defining said forward 
end of said body, and at least one article-guiding side 
wall upstanding from said track base and extending along 
said body; 

10 a front piece formed as a discrete structure 

separate from said body and attached to said forward end of 
said body to provide a stopper for preventing a leading 
article in said row from exiting said track device, said 
front piece comprising a deck for supporting said leading 

15 article, at least one upright wall upstanding from said 
deck and disposed in general longitudinal alignment with 
said one side wall, said one upright wall including a 
portion extending upwardly above an upper edge of said one 
sidewall; and locking means for interconnecting said one 

20 upright wall and said one side wall to lock said front 

piece in position relative to said body, said locking means 



including a flexible overhang integrally formed with said 
front piece and extending rearward from said portion of 
said one upright wall and disposed over said upper edge of 
25 said one side wall with said flexible overhang flexing to 
either side of said one side wall of said second member; 
and 

a pair of engaging tabs disposed respectively 
alongside opposite side surfaces of said one side wall, at 

3 0 least one of said engaging tabs being integrally formed 
with said overhang, whereby lateral displacement of said 
one upright wall relative to said one side wall is 
prevented, and wherein one sidewall has a cutout opening to 
said upper edge and said opposite side surface thereof, and 

35 at b 
least one engaging tab is formed on a lug to engage 
in said cutout . 



Claim 3 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 2, wherein said lug has a thickness greater than a 
thickness of said one side wall, and both said engaging 
tabs are formed on said lug. 

5 

Claim 4 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 2, wherein said tongue is provided with a hooking 
element projecting therefrom, and said deck has a strip 
portion having a front and rear opposed faces, said front 
5 face providing an edge for engaging said hooking element to 
prevent forward displacement of said front piece with 
respect to said body, said rear face sloping to facilitate 
insertion of said tongue into said socket. 
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Claim 5 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 4, wherein said engaging edge of said deck extends 
transversely of said body. 

Claim 6 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 5, wherein said strip portion is provided by said 
lower wall and extends transversely of said body, said rear 
face of said strip portion sloping downwardly and 
5 rearwardly, said hooking element proj ecting downwardly from 
a lower surface of said tongue. 

Claim 7 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 4, wherein said tongue is formed with at least one 
notch for dividing said tongue into plural portions so that 
one of said plural portions exhibits substantial 
5 flexibility, and said one of said plural portions is 
provided with said hooking element. 

Claim 8 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 2, wherein said engaging tabs are disposed with a 
lateral gap therebetween to receive in said gap an edge of 
said one sidewall . 

5 

Claim 9 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 8, wherein said engaging tabs are opposed to each 
other across a thickness of said one side wall. 

Claim 10 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 8, wherein said engaging tabs are disposed at 
positions offset from each other along a length of said one 
side wall. 

5 



Claim 11 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 2, wherein said body and said front piece are formed 
from different material. 

Claim 12 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 11, wherein said body is molded of polystyrene, and 
said front piece is molded of polycarbonate. 

Claim 13 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 2, wherein said tongue is formed with at least one 
notch for dividing said tongue into plural portions so that 
one of said plural portions exhibits substantial 
flexibility, and said one of said plural portions is 
provided with said hooking element. 

Claim 14 (original) : A merchandising track device 
for displaying articles, said track device comprising: 

first and second elongate track members formed 
separately as two discrete structures, said first and 
second members being connected together in an end-to-end, 
longitudinally adjacent relationship, each of said members 
comprising a track base for carrying articles for sliding 
movement along said each member, and at least one 
article-guiding side wall upstanding from said track base 
of said each member and extending along said each member, 
said one side wall of said first member being disposed in 
general longitudinal alignment with said one side wall of 
said second member and including a portion extending 
upwardly above an upper edge of said one side wall of said 
second member, said one side wall of said second member 



having a cutout opening to said upper edge thereof and to 
opposite side surfaces thereof; 

said second member comprising a tongue extending 
longitudinally from said track base of said second member, 

20 said tongue defining an end of said second member, said 
first member having an end-opening socket for receiving 
said tongue so that said track bases of said first and 
second members are interconnected, said tongue being formed 
on said track base of said second member such that an upper 

25 surface of said tongue is disposed below an upper surface 
of said track base of said second member to allow said 
upper surface of said track base of said second member and 
an upper surface of said track base of said first member to 
form a continuous floor for slidably supporting said 

30 articles, wherein said track base of said first member 

comprises upper and lower opposed walls, and said socket is 
defined between said upper and lower walls; and 

locking means integrally formed with said first 
member for interconnecting said one side wall of said first 

35 member and said one side wall of said second member to lock 
said members in position relative to each other, said 
locking means comprising a flexible overhang extending 
rearward from said portion of said one side wall of said 
first member and disposed over said upper edge of said one 

40 side wall of said second member with said flexible overhang 
flexing to either side of said one side wall of said second 
member, and a lug with tabs formed integrally with and 
extending from said overhang and received in said cutout, 
whereby longitudinal displacement of said one side wall of 

45 said first member relative to said one side wall of said 
second member is prevented. 



Claim 15 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 14, wherein said tongue is provided with a hooking 
element projecting therefrom, and said track base of said 
first member has a strip portion having a front and rear 
5 opposed faces, said front face providing an edge for 
engaging said hooking element to prevent longitudinal 
displacement of said first member with respect to said 
second member, said rear face sloping to facilitate 
insertion of said tongue into said socket. 

10 

Claim 16 (original) : A merchandising track device 
for displaying articles, said track device comprising: 

an elongate body having a forward end, said body 
comprising a track base for carrying a row of articles for 
5 sliding movement along said body, a tongue extending 

forwardly from said track base and defining said forward 
end of said body, and at least one article-guiding side 
wall upstanding from said track base and extending along 
said body; and 

10 a front piece formed as a discrete structure 

separate from said body and attached to said forward end of 
said body to provide a stopper for preventing a leading 
article in said row from exiting said track device, said 
front piece comprising a deck for supporting said leading 

15 article, said deck having a socket for receiving said 
tongue so that said deck and said track base are 
interconnected, said tongue being formed on said track base 
such that an upper surface of said tongue is disposed be 
low an upper surface of said track base to allow said upper 

20 surface of said track base and an upper surface of said 



deck to form a continuous floor for slidably supporting 
said articles, at least one upright wall upstanding from 
said deck and disposed in general longitudinal alignment 
with said one side wall, said one upright wall including a 

25 portion extending upwardly above an upper edge of said one 
sidewall; and locking means integrally formed with said 
front piece for interconnecting said one upright wall with 
said one side wall to lock said front piece in position 
relative to said body, said locking means including a 

3 0 flexible overhang extending rearward from said portion of 
said one upright wall and disposed over said upper edge of 
said one side wall having said cutout, said flexible 
overhang flexing to either side of said one side wall of 
said second member; and 

35 a pair of engaging tabs disposed respectively 

alongside opposite side surfaces of said one side wall in a 
cutout with at least one of said engaging tabs being 
integrally formed with said overhang so that lateral 
displacement of said one upright wall relative to said one 

40 side wall is prevented. 

Claim 17 (original) : The track device according to 
claim 16, wherein said tongue is provided with a hooking 
element projecting therefrom, and said deck has a strip 
portion having front and rear opposed faces, said front 
5 face providing an edge for engaging said hooking element to 
prevent forward displacement of said front piece with 
respect to said body, said rear face sloping to facilitate 
insertion of said tongue into said socket . 

Claims 18-24 (cancelled) . 

9 



Claim 25 (previously presented) : A front panel 

assembly for a merchandising display track device, said 
track device being adapted to receive a row of articles for 
sliding movement therealong, said front panel assembly, 
5 comprising: 

a base adapted to receive said row of articles from 
said track device for sliding movement therealong; 

a first upstanding vertical member having a top end 
portion, a bottom end portion and a front edge, said first 
10 vertical member being permanently connected along its 
bottom end portion to said base; 

a first face member connected to said front edge of 
said first vertical member, said first face member 
extending laterally a preselected distance from said first 
15 vertical member toward said second vertical member; 

a second upstanding vertical member having a top end 
portion, a bottom end portion and a front edge, said second 
vertical member being laterally spaced from said first 
vertical member and permanently connected along its bottom 
20 end portion to said base; 

a second face member connected to said front edge of 
said second vertical member, said second face member 
extending laterally a preselected distance from said second 
vertical member toward said first vertical member; 
25 an elongate connecting member having a first end 

connected to said top end portion of said first vertical 
member and a second end portion connected to said top end 
portion of said second vertical member, said connecting 
member curving outwardly away from said vertical members; 
30 and 



means for detachably attaching said front panel 
assembly to said track device. 

Claim 26 (previously presented) : A front panel, 

as set forth in claim 25, wherein said first and second 
face members are connected to said base. 

Claim 27 (previously presented) : A front panel 

assembly for a merchandising display track device, said 
track device having a track base adapted to receive a row 
of articles for sliding movement therealong and a vertical 
member extending along said track base, said vertical 
member having a cutout opening to an upper edge thereof and 
to opposite side surfaces thereof, said front panel 
assembly, comprising : 

a floor deck adapted to receive said row of articles 
from said track base for sliding movement therealong; 

means for detachably attaching said floor deck to 
said track base; 

a first upstanding vertical member having a top end, 
a bottom end portion and a front edge, said first vertical 
member being permanently connected along its bottom end 
portion to said floor deck; 

a second upstanding vertical member having a top 
end, a bottom end portion and a front edge, said second 
vertical member being laterally spaced from said first 
vertical member and permanently connected along its bottom 
end portion to said floor deck; 

an elongate connecting member having a first end 
connected to said top end of said first vertical member and 
a second end portion connected to said top end of said 



25 second vertical member, said connecting member curving 
outwardly away from said vertical members; 

locking means integrally formed with one of said 
first and second vertical members for interconnecting said 
vertical member of said track device and said one vertical 

30 member to lock said vertical members in position relative 
to each other, said locking means comprising a flexible 
overhang extending rearward from said one vertical member 
and adapted to be disposed over said cutout so that said 
flexible overhang engages a side of said vertical member of 

35 said track device with a lug formed integrally with said 
flexible overhang and received in said cutout thereby 
preventing longitudinal displacement of said front panel 
assembly relative to said track; and 

a pair of engaging tabs disposed respectively 

40 alongside said opposite side surfaces of said vertical 

member of said track device with at least one of said of 
said engaging tabs formed on said lug so that lateral 
displacement of said one vertical member relative to said 
track device is prevented. 

45 

Claim 29 (New) : A front panel assembly for a 

merchandising display track device, said track device being 
adapted to receive rows of articles for sliding movement 
therealong, said front panel assembly, comprising: 
5 a base adapted to receive said rows of articles from 

said track device for sliding movement therealong; 

a first upstanding vertical member having a top end 
portion, a bottom end portion and a front edge, said first 
vertical member being permanently connected along its 
10 bottom end portion to said base; 



a second upstanding vertical member having a top end 
portion, a bottom end portion and a front edge, said second 
vertical member being laterally spaced from said first 
vertical member and permanently connected along its bottom 
end portion to said base; 

a third upstanding vertical member having a top end 
portion, a bottom end portion and a front edge, said third 
vertical member being laterally spaced from said second 
vertical member and permanently connected along its bottom 
end portion to said base, said second vertical member being 
intermediate said first and third vertical members; 

a first face member having a top end portion and a 
bottom end portion and being connected to said front edge 
of said first vertical member, said first face member 
extending laterally a preselected distance from said first 
vertical member toward said second vertical member; 

a second face member having a top end portion and a 
bottom end portion and being connected to said front edge 
of said second vertical member, said second face member 
extending laterally a preselected distance from said second 
vertical member toward said first vertical member and 
extending laterally a preselected distance from said second 
vertical member toward said third vertical member; and 

a third face member having a top end portion and a 
bottom end portion and being connected to said front edge 
of said third vertical member, said third face member 
extending laterally a preselected distance from said third 
vertical member toward said second vertical member; 

a first elongate connecting member having a first 
end connected to said top end portion of said first 
vertical member and a second end portion connected to said 

13 



top end portion of said second vertical member, said first 
connecting member curving outward away from said first and 
second vertical members; 

45 a second elongate connecting member having a first 

end connected to said top end portion of said second 
vertical member and a second end portion connected to said 
top end portion of said third vertical member, said second 
connecting member curving outward away from said second and 

50 third vertical members; and 

means for detachably attaching said front panel 
assembly to said track device. 

Claim 3 0 (New) : A front panel, as set forth 

in claim 29, wherein said first, second and third face 
members are connected to said base. 
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REMARKS 



This paper mergers claims 22 and 24 of divisional 
reissue application Serial No. 11/096,232 into reissue 
application Serial No. 10/705,666 as new claims 29 and 30. 
New claims 2 9 and 3 0 are word for word exactly the same as 
claims 22 and 24 which were allowed in the divisional 
reissue application. 

An express abandonment of the divisional reissue 
application is submitted herewith on form PTO/SB/24. After 
acceptance of the express abandonment, reissue application 
Serial No. 10/705,666 will be the only application pending. 
Claims 1-17 and 25-30 are present in the application. 
Claims 18-24 have been cancelled. 

A supplemental declaration in draft form setting 
forth the errors corrected is attached hereto to expedite 
disposition of the application. A supplemental declaration 
executed by the assignee will be forwarded as soon as 
possible. 

In view of the foregoing , the reissue application 
is in condition for allowance and such favorable action is 
courteously solicited. 



Atty Docket No. D-2958RE 
Serial No.: 10/705,666 
Merger Amendment 
Telephone: 770-792-0360 
Facsimile: 770-792-2127 



Respectfully submitted, 




iJohn L. James 
Attorney for Applicant (s) 
Registration No. 28,724 
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PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Reissue Application 
of 

Inventor (s) : 
Dennis E. Parham 

Merchandising Display Track 
Device Of Multiple-Piece 
Construction 

Serial No.: 10/705,666 
Confirmation No.: 5356 
Filed: November 10, 2003 



Commissioner for Patents 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Group Art Unit: 3 634 
Examiner: Novosad, J. E. 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is 
being deposited today with the United States 
Postal Services as first class mail in an 
envelope addressed to: : 
MAIL STOP Reissue 
Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Name: John L. James 
Registration No. 28,724 

Date: 



Sir: 



SUPPLEMENTAL DECLARATION 



I hereby declare that: 

Every error in the patent which was corrected in the 
present reissue application, and which is not covered by the 
prior oath(s) and/or declaration (s) submitted with this 
application, arose without any decpetive intention on the part 
of the applicant. 

An error in the original patent, US Patent No. 6,325,221, 
was claiming less than entitled to claim in original claims 
1-17. Independent claims 1, 2, 14 and 16 are directed to a 
track device having several parts including elongated track 
members. Claims 1 and 14 are directed to a track device 
generally having track segments with longitudinal connections. 
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Claims 2 and 16 are directed to a track device generally having 
track segments and a front piece. 

Claims 25-30 correct the original claims by claiming the 
front piece alone; that is, without also claimjing all the 
structure of the track device to which the front panel assembly 
attaches. Claims 25-30 thus broaden the defiintion of the 
invention. 

I further declare that all statements made herein of my 
own knowledge are true and that all statements made on 
information and belief are believed to be true; and further that 
these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false 
statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or 
imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the 
United States Code and that such willful false statements may 
jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued 
thereon. 

For the Assignee, 



Date Mark A. Higgins 

President 

Display Industries, LLC. 



2 



JOHN L. JAMES 



Attorney & Counselor At Law 
Patents, Trademarks & Copyrights 

316 Alexander Street, Suite 1 
Marietta, Georgia 30060-2001 

Facsimile Telephone 

770-792-2127 770-792-0360 



FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL SHEET 



□ URGENT □ FOR REVIEW □ PLEASE COMMENT □ PLEASE REPLY 



TO: JENNIFER E. NOVOSAD 

USPTO Group Art Unit 3634 
FACSIMILE: 571-273-8300 
TELEPHONE: 571-272-6832 
PAGES: 3 Including this cover sheet 

DATE: December 8, 2006 

NOTES/COMMENTS: 

Supplemental Declaration for Serial No. 10/705,666, my docket D-2958RE. 
If you require the original document, please advise. 
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track device having several parts including elongated track 
members. Claims 1 and 14 are directed to a track device 
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1 



Claims 2 and 16 are directed to a track device generally having 
track segments and a front piece. 

Claims 25-30 correct the original claims by claiming the 
front piece alone; that is, without also claimjing all the 
structure of the track device to which the front panel assembly 
attaches. Claims 25-30 thus broaden the defiintion of the 
invention. 

I further declare that all statements made herein of my 
own knowledge are true and that all statements made on 
information and belief are believed to be true; and further that 
these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false 
statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or 
imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the 
United States Code and that such willful false statements may 
jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued 
thereon. 
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track segments and a front piece. 
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front piece alone; that is, without also claimjing all the 
structure of the track device to which the front panel assembly 
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NON-COMPLIANT AMENDMENT 



In response to the Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment, 
the merger amendment, originally transmitted by facsimile with 
pages received illegibly or njot at all, is enclosed herewith in 
its entirety as originally transmitted by facsimile. 
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Attorney for Applicant (s) 
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